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COUNTRY SECTION CYPRUS 


DECREASED EXPOh.S CAUSE GLOOMY FORECAST 
Nicosia THE CYPRUS WEEKLY in English 8-14 Feb 80 pp l, 8 


[Text] Finance Minister Afxentis Afxentiou has warned that Cyprus products 
have lost their competitiveness on the international market because of high 
production costs, and that exports will face increased difficulties in the 
new year. 


The economic picture for 1980 is not very good, he told the House of Repre- 
sentatives in a Budget address. It will improve only if inflation can be 
checked and the pressures on the balance of payments are eased. 


The Minister seemed to criticise unions for submitting excessive wage claims. 
He also bluntly said that demand and consumption should be drastically cut. 


Giving an evaluation of the results of 1979, Mr Afxentiou said the over- 
heating of the economy had increased to a considerable extent. 


Fuel Costs 


The retail price index rose by an average of 9.5 percent, compared with 7.4 
percent in 1978. The rate of increase escalated during the second half of 
1979, he added. 


There had been a "Sharp increase" in imports. Pressures on the balance of 
payments were intensified mainly because of higher prices for fuel imports. 


Mr Afxentiou said pressures on the exchange reserves weakened to some extent 
thanks to the satisfactory performance of exports "in spite of the strongly 
competitive international climate", and the increase in the inflow of tourist 
exchange which was greater than that expected. 


The Finance Minister said that during the period under review there was a 
decline in the rate of investment activity, and grewth was achieved under 
conditions of "intensive pressures on the labour market and a considerable 
increase in labour costs per production unit". 

















Expenditure 


There were favourable conditions for speculation, excessive consumption, 
high incomes and great possibilities for free bank liquidity. All these had 
contributed to a fast rate in effective demand. 


This led to a considerable increase in consumer expenditure and in imports 
of consumer goods at the expense of productive investments. 


Mr Afxentiou continued: "It can be said that the main positive economic 
developments during 1979 were the high rate of economic growth and the result- 
ing fast improvement of the living standard of the people, the maintenance of 
conditions of full employment and the satisfsctory performance of exports." 

He believed that pay increases had "greatly exceeded the rise in productivity". 


[Implications 


He continued: "In contrast, the main negative complications of development 
in 1979 were the excessive increase in demand, the increase in consumption 

at the expense of savings, the slackening of investment activity particularly 
in manufacturing, the acceleration of the rate of increase of imports and 
prices and a decrease in the competitiveness of Cyprus exports on the world 
market, particularly in the second half of 1979". 


The conclusion, he said, was that "the economy has temporarily attained a 
high rate of growth at the expense of its stability". 


Dealing with prospects for 1980, Mr Afxentiou believed that the loss of the 
competitiveness of Cyprus exports was expected to "cause a decline in the 
rate of growth of exports in 1980". 


Decline 


The increased economic instability was expected to have a "retarding effect" 
on development prospects and adversely affect the rate of growth in the 
current year, he added. He feared there would be a decline in productive 
investments and domestic savings. 


He added: "Imported inflation and the uncertainty prevailing worldwide 
over the future price of fuel will push the general level further upwards. 


"As regards costs, I am sorry to note that the level of claims already made 
for wage and salary increases does not correspond to the dimensions of the 
problems facing the economy", he said, in an indirect attack on the unions. 


Measures 
"The conclusion is that we could be led to an additional increase in the 


level of prices as a result of further increases in labour costs per pro- 
duction unit". 














The Minister then outlined a number of measures aimed at stabilising the 
economy and concluded: "I am confident that we are in a position to 
obliterate economic dangers to a great extent, if we all become aware of 
the need for joint efforts and sacrifices. Excessive consumerism should 
have no place at this turning point in the history of Cyprus, a large part 
of which ‘s still under Turkish occupation... I am optimistic about our 
future economic course. If prudence and a high spirit of responsibility 


and self-restraint are shown, we shall be able to achieve our noble targets 
to the benefit of all Cypriots". 


CSO: 4920 

















COUNTRY SECTTON ITALY 





TERRORIST CARLO PIORONI TALKS TO POLICE 
Naples IL MATTINO in Italian 8 Jan 80 pp 1-12 


/Vervatin transcripts of official interrogation of Carlo Fioroni by po- 
lice ane officials of the Attotney General's and District Attorney's 
offices 


/Text/ Wioroni Talks! Here are transcripts of interrogatians 
which reveal the root: and the history of red terrorism 
in Italy. 


What follows is a verbatim account of questioning ses- 
sions during which Carlo Pioroni revealed the birth and 
growth of red terrorism. We have no means of verifying 
or disproving the validity of the transcripts, nor, for 
that matter, is that our job. We do believe, neverthe- 
less, that the transcripts ought to be made known to the 
largest possible number of citizens, so that a broad 
segment of public opinion may know firsthand, from in- 
side, how the biggest instance of subversion ia the 
history of our republic came to be. Preventing its 
further growth and putting it down once and for all is, 
in our view, reason enough that terrorism be studied in 
depth and in practical terms. It is for this reason, 
one which overFides all other considerations, that we 
publish herewith the three transcripts. 


Rome: Talk of Underground Activities Started in 1971 
Prosecutor's Office, Municipal Court of Rome 


On 7 December 1979 at 0700 hours at the district court of Matera, the 
following persons appeared before us: Dr Francesco Amato, cxamining 
magistrate, accompanied by the undersigned court reporter and in the 
presence of Attorney General Dr Sica. At that time, Carlo Fioroni ap- 
peared before us to answer questions as to his background. He stated: 




















My name is Carlo Fioronl. I was born in Cittiglio on 18 June 1943, and 
I am being held on other charyes. 


The attorney general informed Carlo Fioroni that he was to consider hin- 
self under indictment for the crime described in Article 306 of the Cri- 
minal Code for reasons other than those leading to his indictment under 
criminal proceedings shown on the general registry of the Turin Court's 
Office of Investigations as No 1154/75A; that he had a right to name an 
attorney of his choice; that he was free to refrain from answering; 
that any statement he might make here could be used as evidence against 
him in a court of law; that this Office, with Fioron!'s consent, would 
proceed to question him under the provisions of Article 348-bis on mat- 
ters including possible criminal actions in connection with those with 
which he is charged in other criminal proceedings. 


Par-Reaching Moral and Political Crisis 


The examining magistrate warned Pioroni that, having been extradited from 
Switzerland for the sole purpose of inquiry into crimes involving the 
imprisonment and murder of Carlo Saronio, he also had the right to re- 
fuse to answer on those grounds. 


Carlo Fioroni replied: I name Att. Marcello Gentili of the Milan Bar 
and Att. Fausto Tarsitano of the Rome Bar to defend me. 


Att. Marcello Gentili was present, also acting in the absence of Att. 
Tarsitano; as he accepted a true copy of the statement of extradition 
from the Swiss Federal Court, dated 27 Match 1977, he stated that Fioroni's 
agreeing to reply to questioning here did not imply any waiver of the 

right to immunity or to the limits of jurisdiction imposed by the act 

of extradition in question. 


Fioroni stated: I am aware that I have the right to remain silent, and 
I state that I intend to reply directly, and I agree to be questioned 
as well on events and/or criminal actions not contemplated in the act 
of extradition according to the limitations laid down by the defense. 


The reporter duly noted the foregoing, and pointed out that no statement 
made here by “ioroni would be tantamount to waiving the limitations im- 
posed upon the Italian jurisdiction under the terms of the aforementioned 
act of extradition. 


The accused stated: First of all I wish to state that ™ intend to speak 
the truth here, not in the hope of thereby obtaining privileged treat- 
ment, but in response to a far-reaching moral and political crisis which 
unfortunately, in recent years, has caused me to stop and think about 
what I was doing and to understand what it meant, and hence to grasp 

the magnitude of its “absurdity” and "inhumanity." I want it understood 
thet the absurdity and inhumanity I speak of can be fully grasped in 














relation to these two principles, which I have fully and deeply embraced 
out of a conviction at once moral, philosophical, and religious: the 
value of human life in and of itself, beyond the scope of any ideology 
or any political choice whatsoever; and non-violence as a civil form of 
confrontation and political struggle. 


I began to take an active part in Potere Operaia /Worker Power = PO/ back 
in 1969, where I lived at the time, doing political work. At the found- 
ing convention of the PO in Rome in 1971, 1 was present as a member of 
the Milan delegation. Also attending the convention were one or two 
representatives of the Red Brigades /BR/, whose names I do not recall. 

It was Morucci who iutroduced them and vouched for them, as I was told 

by Scalzone or perhaps others. There were other guests, including at 
least one representative from Communist Struggle /LC/ and several fo- 
reigners. I recall that there had been rumors in Milan about a provo- 
cation the fascists were supposed to be planning at the convention. At 
that time Scalzone ordered me to leave for Rome a day ahead of the rest 
of the delegation and to get in touch with the PO comrades in the “in- 
telligence section.” Accordingly I made contact with somebody from the 
Rome intelligence section, wavs« name I do not recall, and discussed 

the situation with him. We ar :nged an efficient marshall organization 
to keep order. All the comrade» from the Rome “order section" were mobi- 
lized for the purpose. I had osea given word of the planned provocation 
by Scalzone, and to check it out Scalzone in Milan and I myself got in 
touch with Luciano Mea, a reporter on the staff of ABC magazine, and with 
Roman reporter Pintore, although I am not certain about him. Scalzone 
was 60 concemed over the danger of such a provocation that he gave me 
air fare to Rome. I remember that bit because that was my first and only 
flight. 


At the convention there was talk in various accents about militarization 
and clandestinity. PO members had high expectations of that convention. 
While it was going on there was at least one closed meeting attended by 
the leaders, among them Negri, Piperno, Scalzone, and Dalmaviva, and I 
am almost certain by Magnaghi (on the trip back he confided some of what 
had transpired in the secret meeting to me, while we were in the sleeping 
car). I am not sure whether or not Morucci was at the secret meeting. 
Maybe he was. I say this because Morucci was particularly concerned in 
and busy with the security arrangements for the convention. A few days 
after the end of the convention, Negri met me near the PO office in Mi- 
lan, where he had told me to meet him, and briefed me on what had trans- 
pired at the secret meeting, where they had decided to set up what were 
known as “illegal work"/LI7 sections. 


Miolotoy Cocktails, Exploding Cans 


These structures were divided into central headquarters and local head- 
quarters and had “military” and “political” responsibilities. The cen- 
tral military leader was Morucci. Piperno was the national political 

commissar. At the local level there were military chiefs and political 




















commissars. The LI structures were the armed limbs of the PO in stra- 
tegic planning for the uprising. They were strictly subordinate to the 
PO's politicel summit, following the bolshevik pattern. These were not 
defensive units, but underground military structures which made up the 
hidden level of the PO. What thes. groups were supposed to do in prac- 
tice was to provide military training in the real sense, and to raise 
money by illegal means. The military rank and file were, or were to have 
been kept in the dark as to the existence of these structures. Not even 
members of the security services were to be aware of the existence of 
this hidden level. The mission as well as the appearance of the security 
forces was different. It is not quite accurate to say that the security 
forces had a defensive mission, since their specific mission was to turn 
demonstrations into “hard clashes," marked by violence, and sometimes 
using Molotov cocktails and exploding tin cans. I remember that in Mi- 
lan during the summer of ‘71 at the school of architecture there was a 
concentration of squads of comrades chosen by the security people who had 
come from Rome, Padua, and other cities. These squads were set up to act 
as catalysts to transform a demonstration into a "hard clash." There was 
a radio listening center to intercept police calls and Communicate with 
the squads in the streets by courier. Sergio Zoffoli, the expert in in- 
terception and other things ae well, came in from Rome. I seem to recall 
that one of the people who flocked into Milan around then was Egidio -- 
his iast name was Monferdin, or something like that, who came from Pe- 
dua where he was attending medical school. Everything was set for the 
fight, but at the last minute word came to call it off: we already had 
the Molotov cocktails and the exploding cans deployed. Some of those 
cans were tossed into a sewer. 


Well, then, Negri made me military chief of LI for Milan, ¢ d assigned 
Vesce as my political commissar. In Rome, Jaro Novack was certainly in 
the LI structure -- maybe even the military chief, as a member who could 
speak from experience, as I shall tell you later on. 


Meanwhile both I as military leader and Vesce as political commissar were 
busy setting up the ne‘work of apartments in Milan and around Lake Como 
for the LI, as well as a logistical support system in Switzerland, using 
refugees as couriers. The first weapons for the Milanese LI came to us 
around the end of 1971 when Morucci, somebody called Siro (a hunchbacked 
ex-sm ggler who was married to an American woman), Adriana Servida and 

I went to Liechtenstein, where there were no restrictions on weapons sales, 
and used a forged ID card to buy four 7.65-caliber pistols -- two Wal- 
ters and two Astras -- with ammunition for all of them. Morucci already 
had his own pistol, a 6.35 Beretta: I know, because I had a chance to 
see it once. Besides, the situation in Milan made it a weak point: I 
remember that the Turin LI once asked us for two pistols, but we didn't 
have any for then. 


The foregoing statement was read back to deponent, and approved and 
signed by him. 














The interrogation was adjourned to 0900 hours on & December 1979. The court 
was adjourned at 2230 hvuurs. 


Questioning of Carlo Fioi ni continues. 





On the @th day of December in the year 1/74 at 0Y10 hours at Matera Cir- 
cult Court, one Carlo Fioroni appeared before us: Examining Magistrate 
Francesco Amato, in the presence of Attorney General Dr Domenico Sica. 
Also present was defense attorney Marcello Gentili, appearing on his own 
behalf and that of defense attorney Fausto Tarsitano. 


In response to questioning, the accused deposed as follows. 


About buying the pistols in Liechtenstein, I remember that the pistol I 
bought myself must have been an Astra; the document I showed to buy it 
was the ID card that was taken from me by the attorney general in Milan. 
The card was made out to Lorenzo Maggi. It was Feltrinelli himself who 
gave me the IDs made out to Lorenso Maggi and Marcella Volpi. It was 
Feltrinelli, too, who obtained fake ID papers for other LI comrades. 


Specifically, Adriana Servida had an ID card (almost surely) that came 
from the same source, but she lost it at a movie. 


Ae for the driver's permit made out to Sandra Diotto, it was given to me 
by a man irom Florence whom I aet in Milan, whose name I cannvt recall 
right now. He was working for PO full time, but he was not part of the 
LI structure. He told me that the license came from the Veneto region, 
and that a woman friend had given it to him; to be quite accurate, I am 
sure he told me the license came from the Veneto, but I am not sure whe- 
ther he said a friend had given it to him or that he had found it. The 
comrade gave me the license, saying that it might come in handy some day. 


I had met Peltrinelli at the end of 1969. It was 30 December of ‘69 when 
Scalzone told me that we absolutely had to be in Genoa within 2 hours, 
because he had a very important appointment. We left Milan by car but 

we arrived late for the appointment. After Scalzone had made a lot of 
phone calls to Balestrini amd got a lot back from him (Balestrini was in 
Rome at the time), a new contact for the meeting was arranged. Scal- 
zone ordered me to leave at once for Milan, and to go to a "cover" house 
where a person who was to leave the country for Switzerland might be 
staying. So I went back to Milan and in the afternoon of 31 December, 

at a certain place, I met Scalzone and a man without a mustache who was 
dressed in ski clothes. At first I didn't recognize Feltrinelli, be- 
cause whenever I had seen him before it had been at some party, and he 
was very elegantly dressed. I could not find an apartment for Feltrinelli, 
so he spent the night at my house. Negri and Giairo Daghini came along 
too. We talked about ways of getting Feltrinelli into Switzerland. Let 
me be specific about that: I didn’t take any part in the meeting, but 

I was told later about what had heppened there, or at any rate about the 
part that had to do with getting out of the country. I went to Sangiano 


) 




















and talked to the secretary of the local CP section, 4 man who is now a 
member of the city council. I asked him if he could help we get somebody 
across the border. He asked me why I wanted to do such a thing, and so 
of course it all came to nothing. 


Friendship with Peltrinelli 


Meanwhile Negri an4 Daghini went back to Como, got in touch with an ex- 
smuggler -- or maybe he wasn't an ex at all -- and worked out the chan- 
nele Feltrinelli was to uce to get across the border. I remember that 

on the way from Milan to Genoa Scalzone mentioned the important porson 

with whom tne appointment was to have been, but without naming him, and 
adding that I was expected to come on like somebody of considerable im- 
portance inside an already existing structure. 


I had no way of seeing far beyond the January 1971 convention in Milan 
where the PO and Manifesto groups tried to join forces. Soalzone was 
the one who sent me to the appointment with Osvaldo Peltrinelli. There 
was a lot of contact right then between Feltrinelli and me, all of it 
arranged by Scalzone, who was acting in the name of PO. Feltrinelli's 
political views at the time had not yet reached the stage they were to 
hit in '71, as I shall explain later, because Feltrinelli was still go- 
ing on about the danger of a reactionary counteroffencive, or rather of 
the danger of ea coup d'etat, against which the working class had to put 
‘tself in a position to mount an antifascist "resistance" movement. 

All Peltrinelli ever talked about was establishing the structures that 
would be needed to build the backbone of the resistance against the 
looming danger of a coup d'etat. 


What you might call friendship sprang up between Feltrinelli and me, and 
he often came to my house -- in those days I lived at 3, Via Buschi -- 
ithout necessarily having any specific reason to come. He took strict 
precautions: he would come to my house after 2200 hours, and would leave 
before 0700 hours, so the concierge wouldn't see him. I got the feeling 
that Feltrinelli felt psychologically aione, and that he found the human 
warmth he so needed in me and my wife. By that time the GAP structures 
were in working order. One of those structures, known as the Canossi 
Brigade, had already made a demonstration attack on a construction site 
in Milan. As for Feltrinelli's getting out of the country, I reca’l that 
Sealzoni and Negri told me, in very cynical terms from Negri, that we 
had to back Peltrinelli because he was a man “who might prove useful." 


Militarizing the kasses 


Sometime around the end of '71 Negri, in connection with a demonstration 
that was to take place in Milan, told me to rent an apartment to be used 
for making Molotov cocktails. I rented the apartment, located on Via 
Galilei; I had no means of access to the apartment, though, because 
all I had done was to get in touch with the person who was renting it. 








Ae it turned out, one of these cocktail bottles was being loaded into a 
car when the police came up; they had the apartment cased, and they ar- 
rested one or two people, including Sergio “olfol!|. Francesco Bellose, 
who belonged to the Milan and Como security group, escaped by the skin 
of his teeth, because he was coming down the street when the police hit. 
That episode touched off some heated arguments among the PO leaders. In 
fact, Negri never should have given me that assignment, since, in view 
of my underground responsibilities, I should not have been seen at all; 
the security people should have been named to handle the Molotov cock- 
tails, and the same goes for finding and renting the apartment. In the 
dead of night Negri, Gambino, Feruccio, and Vesce maybe, came into the 
apartment where I was living at the time -- I think that's who cane. 
Still in the dead of night (i* might have been 0300 or 0400, but I think 
it was nearer 0500) we went to a house close to Sempione Park which, if 
I remember rightly, belonged to a friend of Magnaghi's, an architect by 
the name of Perelli. A very stormy meeting was already under way. Pre- 
sent were Magnaghi, Dalmaviva, Vesce, and Giairo Dagnini. Gambino and 
Negri, who had come with me, sat in on it too. In addition, there were 
the two Spavzal! brothers, both lawyers -- or anyway one of them, pro- 
bably Giuliano Spazzali. What I remember most clearly was that Spazzali, 
the lawyer, voiced an opinion that, in view of the very high level of 
tension prevailing, which might involve the ?O leadership as a group, it 
would be advisable for them to consider seriously the idea of going under- 
ground. A commission of inquiry was set up, including Dalmaviva, Gambino, 
and alsmost certainly Alberto Magnaghi. I was questioned, too. This 
commission was set up following a decision made by -- if I remember cor- 
rectly -- Negri himself. 


I stood up and blamed myself before the commission, admitting that I had 
busied myself with something extraneous to my mission. I also reported 
that I had been assigned to that detail by Negri. Subsequently I was 
joined by Smagiano and by Piperno and Siro. Piperno, as national head 
of LI, severely reproved me over the business of the Molotov cocktails. 


Subsequently there was a meeting in the apartment on Via Legnano, which 
was rented to me and where Gloria Pescarolo, Veece, and somebody named 
Pulvio ‘:nnato, from Florence, were also living on a regular basis -- 
Iannato also worked full time for PO -- between Negri and Piperno, at 
which I was present as well. The discussion was pretty heavy: Negri 
was upholding the idea of mass militarization. Piperno, though, was ar- 
guing that the right thing was to strengthen the LI structures -- and in 
any case not to dissolve them. 


At the time, tension was running high among the PO leaders. I would not 
rule out the possibility that Negri's argument, which I just mentioned, 
about dissolving the LI structures, was “instrumental” -- a device for 
@ power takeover of the situation; in any case, what is certain is that 
@ group known as FARO (Armed Workers' Revolutionary Forces) was set up 
at the urging of Piperno and SGalzone. No: Scalzone was aware of what 














Piperno had in mind (Piperno's allies included such big shots as Morucci). 
Scalzone took a mediator's position between the Piperno and Morucoi fac- 
tions, FARO wae set up as a structure that would be autonomous in every 
way -- including financially-- of the PO; the relationship between FARO 
and PO was that between a military-political organization (FARO) and a 
mage organization (PO). 


Piperno's Messenger 


PO was to act as cover for FARO, and as a cadre pool. At the time I was 
active in Piperno's crowd, and he told me that it would be a good idea 

if I and other PO comrades who favored his views were to resign. Some 
comrades from the LI cells joined FARO, including practically everyone 
.n the Milan and Como LI cells. As for the other celle in the LT struc- 
tures, they either broke up or did their work under Negri's direct super- 
viaion. 


On 29 Pebruary 1972 the police seized several ID documents, as I already 
said, as well as other things in my possession, including the letter 
Piperno had handed me to deliver to Feltrinelli. 


Very much concerned, particu) v since I did not know what the letter 
said, I got back to Rome nex y or the day after and informed Piperno 
of what nad happened. 


Piperno did not seem very worried, remarking that they would be hard put 
to it to get him, and that there was no really specific information con- 
tained in the letter. Besides, he knew what was going on: he actually 
told me about the attack the FARO had made against a Carabinieri barracks, 
emiling as he waved a newspaper with the story under my nose. As for my 
role in PARO, it was much the same kind of thing I had been doing all 

al ong. 


I would point out that Vesce was still very close to Negri. The man who 
worked with me in FARO was Siro. 


Answer to direct question: Saetta was one of Piperno's aliases. It was 
Feltrinelli who found that name for him and, as I said, it dated back to 
the partisan struggles. I remember very clearly when he was, so to speak, 
baptized, FPeltrinelli (while I was there) told Piperno that he would ca’l 
him Saetta, because that was a name that reminded him of that of many 
glorious partisan leaders. In January 1572, or in any case prior to 29 
February of that year, Morucci came from Rome and stayed for a few days 
at Siro's house with his wife, whose name + don't know, but who was known 
in PO. All of us went together to Lugano where we went around to the gun 
shops and bought several rifles with ammunition. I remember particularly 
that Morucci bought a Winchester 30-30 and remarked that it was a good 
weapon for urben guerrilla warfare. If I am not mistaken, I believe I 
used an ID card made out to Lorenzo Maggi. Right now I can't recall 

















the name of Morucci's woman. Anyhow, she was a woman under 30, just 
about Korucci's own age, nicely made up and elegantly dressed. I seem 
to remember that she was a hairdresser. I remember about this woman, 
too, that Negri, after the Rosolia convention, mentioned her, saying 
that he had heard she was “having a nervous breakdown because she was 
fed up with tossing bombs without knowing why." 


I think the rifles were to go to Rome. Morucci stopped in Como for about 
a week. 


(At this potnt, the P.M. (public prosecutor), Dr Sica, left thi 
hearing to attend to other duties.) 


In reply to a question as to whether Morucci's woman's name were Leonarda 
Pagioli, Pioroni said: "I remember now that she was called Lea. I do 
not know whether or not her full name was Leonarda Gagioli." 


Answer to direct question: The last time I saw Feltrinelli was in Milan 
about 10 days before his death. Siro was with me. I had kept in touch 
with Feltrinelli as head of GAP on behalf of PARO, and I was reporting 
to Piperno. I would like to make it clear here that at this point Pel- 
trinelli's position was no longer the one he hed held when I talked about 
him earlier -- at the heart of resistance againet a possible coup d'etat: 
by this time he had moved closer to the Red Brigade position, with empha- 
sis on the "fighter" aspects of it. 


I remember in that connection that Veltrinelli showed his disappointment 
when the 22 October organization came apart, because he feit that that 
organizaion was confirmation of the views he already shared -- I mean 
armed struggle against the systen. 


He praised the way Mario Rossi had behaved in front of the judges: 

"like a true communist." In 1973 I learned for sure that there had been 
relations and contacts. I found this out in conversation with two of the 
minor defendants in the trial of Mario Rossi and others. Reading the 
list of the accused, I can point out which ones they were, for sure. One 
of them, anyhow, was an expert in electric technology. Franco Tomei was 
approached by the two, who asked him about their chances of going under- 
ground in Switzerland. I wyyself, at Tomei's request, found both of then 
places to stay in Milan, mainly at Caterina Pilenga's place -- she was 

a member of Negri's group. 





The two defendants told me that there had been meetings between members 
of the 22 October gang and Atty Lazagna, whom they called “Pacilone” 
[("Sloppy" ]}. This was cf particular interest to me, because these two 
were planning to head for Switzerland. I learned later that one of thea, 
the electrician, had gone to Algeria, and was working as a teacher in 
Oran. I heard about this from a Swiss spokesman by the name of Gianluigi 
Galli, and the Genoa physician, Dr Giorgio Raiteri. 

















Reply to direct question: Piperno met with Felt rinelli, too. I remea- 
ber, among other things, one episode Piperno told me about in Milan, 
evidently thinking it was pretty funny. Feltrinelli had gone with him 
to the apartment on Via Subiaco, which was used as GAP's main heedquar- 
ters. Feltrinelli had insisted that Piperno put on some glasses that 
looked like ordinary sunglasses, but which were really opaque, so the’ 
you couldn't see through them, and therefore you couldn't find out where 
the headquarters was -- all this for security reasons. Piperno laughed 
as he told me that in spite of the glass blindfold, he had managed to 
peek around the rims and read the name of the street, which was Via Sub- 
laco. Even so, Piperno was favorably impressed with the way the place 
was set up and equipped, but he didn't give me any details about it. 


As for Feltrinelli's death, I admit that I took out insurance for the 
minibus and the car in the spring of 1971, at Feltrinelli's request, and 
so I don't know anythin~ about the planning or the actual movements in 
the attack on the Segrave and Cagiano targets. No, in the last meeting 
Siro and I had with Fe) trinelli there was mention of attacks that Fel- 
trini wanted to set up for the following reason. A worker named Osvaldo 
-- I don't recall his family name just now -- was a member of the Milan 
FARO, and worked at Alfa Romeo; I can't even remember his nom de guerre 
right now. Anyway, he was a heavyset fellow, and I seem to recall that 
he had got married and dropped out of all subversive activity. Piperno 
had introduced Osvaldo to Feltrinelli. Subsequently Feltrinelli tried 
to talk Osvaldo into joining GAP, and so about 20 days before he died he 
had taken Csvaldo to a certain place close t Milan where he had shown 
him several Astoria "exploding parcels," and had talked to him about 
several imminent attacks on installations, in vague, general terms. 
This Osvaldo told first me and then Piperno about the meeting: I remen- 
ber that there was talk about it at a meeting between me, Siro, Piperno, 
and Osvaldo. This happened before that attack on the installations. As 
for the person or persons who were with Feltrinelli at Segrate, I heard 
that the Gunter who was with Feltrinelli was one Ernesto, formerly a 
member of the Volante Rossa (Red Flying Squad). Ernesto was then a 
aember of GAP. It was probably Scalzone who introduced Ernesto to Fel- 
trinelli. In 1973 or 1974, BR man Antonio Bellavita spoke to me about 
Ernesto as a fine cadre we ought to find a place for in the organization. 
Bellavita told me at the time that Ernesto sent his greetings to me. I 
had seen Ernesto for the last time at Milan University, where we just 
waved and said hello to each other, because I already knew that he was 
a Gap underground man. I don’t recall now exactly why, but something 
Bellavita said indicated to re that there might be some connection be- 
tween Ernesto and Gunter. 


Hearing adjourned at 1330 hours, for resumption at 
16030 hours this day. Read, confirmed, signed. 
Hearing resumed at 1630 hours on 8 Dec 79. 











Present was Atty Marcello Gentili. 
In reply to questioning, Carlo Fioroni stated: 


I've remembered the name of one of the minor defendants in the 22 Octo- 
ber trial. It is Teobaldo Marletti. He was the one who came back into 
Italy from Switzerland, not the electronics expert. 


After Feltrinelli was killed I was picked up by the carabinieri and ta- 
ken to the barracks on Via Moscova, where the carabinieri took a state- 
ment from me. Then that same day I was taken into a room in the barracks 
office where the duty magistrate, Dr Bevere, questioned me briefly. I 
told him the same thing I had told the carabinieri. I don't remember 
having signed a statement. Dr Bevere asked me when it was over to 3tay 
available to his office. I said I would, but that very night I dropped 
out of sight. 


Before that Piperno had told me that in the event of any runin with the 
law, I was to call either Sandro Canestrini or Bianca Giudetti Serra as 
counsel. I couldn*'t find Canestrini, so I called Giudetti Serra. 


I introduced myself by my right name to her, and told her I was a member 
of FARO; when she asked me what FARO was, I gave her Novack's name. I 
also told her that PARO is a politico-military organization with ties 
to PO, which Novack belonged to. I don't exactly recall now why I gave 
her Novack's right name. I may also have given Piperno's name, but I 
distinctly remember that I gave Novack's. A few days after that I took 
off for Switzerland, and hid out in one of the apartments the logis- 
tics people had rented there. I got into Switzerland with Siro's help. 
I am not going to identify the apartments that were part of the logis- 
tics network. In Switzerland I got help from Luigi Galli, and I was 
joined there by Antonio Bellavita (who I believed at the time, though 

I was not positive, was already a member of the BR, or at least had 
contacts with it), and by Scaramucci, a reporter for LOTTA CONTINUA. 

I was somewhat surprised by this visit because I was not expecting it, 
seeing that the place I was staying was supposed to be kept secret. 

I knew Scaramucci as an LC comrade who specialized in counter-intelli- 
gence. The two of them quescioned me in connection with Feltrinelli's 
death, with the time immediately preceding it, and with my relations 
with GAP. I was pretty cagey with my answers because I didn't under- 
stand exactly where these questions were leading or what they wanted 
the information for, and for that matter because I had no authorization 
from my group to tell anything whatsoever I might know to anybody. I 
was told later that a BR member named Roberto would be coming from Italy 
and infact Roberto turned up, and turned out to be Bonavita. I got him 
@ place to stay. Then there was another meeting among Bellavita, Sca- 
ramucci, and me. Bellavita explained to me that Negri had authorized 
me to tell him about the events I mentioned. 


This happened 2 months after my arrival in Switzerland. They told me 
that some kind of coordinated action had been started in Milan to look 
into Feltrinelli's death. 




















I told them what I knew. I remember that they asked me what I could re- 
port in cornection with rumors that Vesce was in touch with the secret 
service. I will be specific: that request for information came from 
Bellavita and S aramucci in the course of the first meeting. As for the 
second meeting, after talking with me Bellavita and Scaramucci had a 
meeting with Bellavita, which I did not attend vecause I wasn't invited. 


bieeting in Switzerlan:’ With Toni Negri 


Between the first and second meetings, I got a visit from Novack, who 
told me his opinion on the suspicions of Vesce: in his view, such sus- 
picions were completely groundless. 


Novack gave me 70,000 lire for my expenses, if I remember corroctly. 
I had no other expenses because I was living as a guest in a house where 
I was given board as well as lodging. 


In the summer of 1973 two Italians, who had been sent by Scalzone, got 
in touch with me -- not in Lausanne, where I had been originally, but 
in Geneva. They asked me about the status of the support organization 
for the Swiss network, mainly. I recollect that their behavior drew 
criticism from the Swiss comrades, because they failed to observe some 
of the security regulations, such as leaving manuals on weapons and ex- 
plosives in plain sight in the car. 


I cannot recall the names of the two Italians right now -- that was the 
first time I had seen them. Somebody told me that the two comrades had 
also been sent there to buy weapons. 


In Switzerland, in Lausanne, my wife told me that Negri wanted to talk 
to me. An appointment was set up with Negri, who came to Switzerland, 
if I am not mistaken, in September of 1972. In the course of that 
first meeting Negri talked to me at some length, laying out his own 
political line and contrasting it with Piperno's. Later on, I had se- 
veral more meetings with Negri, all of them in Switzerland, and one of 
them certainly in Zurich. 


It was in Zurich that Negri suggested that I go to Germany for at least 
a year to take over as politico-military instructor for a German group 
whose initiale he did not mention. 


PO's Secret Operations 


iy work inside this organization, he said, should produce a qualitative 
leap in its efficiency. When I objected that I did not know German, he 
waved it aside with the assurance that I would have an interpreter. I 
turned down the proposal, but from that moment on I sided with Negri's 
group and his line. When I came back to Italy, I had nothing more to 
do with FARO, I did learn, though, from Franco Tomei early in 1973 
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that there had been at least one meeting in Rome not long after Fel- 
trinelli's death among some people, some of whom had formerly belonged 
to GAP; among these were Marco Liggini -- or rather I should say that 
arco Liggini attended the meeting, but not as a former Gap member. 
There was also another ex-Gap member whom I met later, but whose name 
I cannot remember just now, and who was subsequently taken into the 
structures that were being formed at Negri's instigation, and which 
later made up the so-called Center-North, which I shall tell you about 
later. 


In the early months of 1973, if I am not mistaken about the time, there 
was an effort made in Milan at a reconciliation between the Milan and 
Como military-political structures belonging to the Piperno-Scalzone 
and Negri factions. Attending that meeting were, on one side, Scal- 
zone, Sixo, and Bellosi, and, on the other, Egidio and I and maybe a 
young fellow named Toni, who was studying engineering at Padua. The 
discussions didn't get beyond the preliminary stages. That meeting 
could be classed as part of the secret level of PO, nor as official. 


Reply to direct question: I had occasion in October of 1972, in a town 
near Locarno where there was a house on the lake which Morucci had ren- 
ted for a while, either in person or through somebody else, to stay 
overnight with him and his girl friend, Lea, whom I have aiready men- 
tioned. No, now I remember: the night I stayed over at the house Lea 
had already left, but I had a chance to see the lady in Locarno with 
Morucci some days earlier. Morucci showed me a large cache of weapons 
in the basement of the cottage, and told me that they had been stolen 
by him and seme Swiss from a military depot near Locarno. I saw a sgub- 
machmnegun, a few signalling rocket-launchers, and several cretes of 
hand grenades. Later on Bellavita told me that Morucci had “done right 
by them” insofar as the distribution of weapons was concerned, and I 
a@lso learned from Domenico Zinga that some of the grenades that had been 
stolen from the depot had been given to PO. Zinga also tcld me he had 
been wounded in the foot during an attempted robbery of a bank in Vedano 
Olona (which I believe occurred in 1973), when one of the grenades had 
bounced and hit a plate glass window, where it exploded and wounded hin, 
Zonga, who told me all this in jail in Como, informed me that a third 
party who hed taken part in that crime had managed to escape aud that 
that had been a great piece of luck, otherwise "it would have been a 
disaster.” I understood by that that he was referring to an accomplice 
who carried considerable political clout in the organization. JZinga -- 
who had formerly belonged to the Como LI -- had become a member of Scal- 
zone’s squads which were operating in Lombardy. 


Reply to direct question: I had just returned to Italy from Switzer- 
land when Negri insisted on telling me -- and he told it as if it were 


big news -- that he had run into Curcio in front of the Lido sports 
arena on Piazzale Lotto in Milan, and that it had been the start of a 
“promising exchange." This was at the time when the BR had stepped up 














or rather was planning to step up ita operations at the Fiat Mirafiori 
plant. 


Negri used me mainly to implement a practical program which consisted, 
in the operational sector, of reinforcing the logistics seotor and mak- 
ing or renewing contacts with several PO headquarters, including the one 
in Genoa, and through it with elements of the PO and also of other poli- 
tical groups in Liguria. Specifically, he assigned me to set up a net- 
work of "safe houses” in Milan and Ticino, and, in the latter case, to 
maintain contact with several Swiss comrades. So we built up a string 
of "hidey-holes” in Milan, and in Ticino we beefed up the existing lo- 
gistics organization. 


My contacts in Genoa went primarily through Giorgio Rait-ri. 


I had nothing to do with military matters concerning weapons; I remen- 
ber, though,that on one occasion I acted as liaison between a small 
group of comrades from the Veneto and one from Ticino wiio escorted them 
to a place where they practiced shooting with pistols. On another occa- 
sion I had occasion to go to a place above Vicenza along with two or 
three comrades from Milan who were part of the military structure proper. 
At that training camp there were also three or four comrades from the 
Veneto, one of them called Toni, who was an engineering student and a 
genius with explosives. Explosive charges were set afire at some dis- 
tance away, close to an abandoned fort. Egidio was there, too, eud was 
either in charge himself or one of the men in charge of the purely mi- 
litary structures. 


Reply to direct question: Shortly after my return to Italy from Swit- 
zerland, I got a request from the Veneto to acquire some weapons for the 
Veneto group. The request was forwarded to me by Egidio. I was ordered 
-- I don't recall whether by Negri or by Antenio Bellavita -- to go to 
a particular seat in a bar in Turin, where I would find somebody from 
the BR. I em not altogether certain whether or not I was told that 
the person would be Curcio. I am certain that when I got there, Curcio 
was waiting, and that he handed me a package. I took the package back 
to Milan and handed it over to Bgidio, who came to Milan from the Ve- 
neto almost every week. 


All this happened in the early months of 1973. I remember it was awfully 
cold. 


Reply to direct question: Prior to the events I have just recounted, 

I had occasion to meet Curcio another time in Pavia. That happened 
shortly after my return to Italy from Switzerland. Some Swiss comrades 
wanted to inverview Renato Curcio. Negri sent me to the rendezvous. 
Besides me, there were Antonio Bellavita, Silvana Marelli, who, because 
she had lived in Pavia for a long time, had rented the apartment where 
we met, a Swiss national named Gerard La Loi, and of course Renato Curcio. 

















Curcio announced that he had no intention of giving any formal, written 
interview, but that he would siwply give them an informal, verbal idea 
of the Red Brigades’ political and strategic thinking. 


There were other meetings with Curcio that I attended. They were: 


In Turin, where I was present along with Curcio, Bellavita, and Negri. 
I had escorted Negri to that meeting 


Somewhere in Basso Pavese, on a farm belonging to the Saronio family. 
The same people I just named were at that one. Curcio an’ Negri also 
took an active part in the discussions at this meeting. Bellavita and 
I were present merely as escorts. Also present was Carlo Saronio. We 
reached the rendezvous in two cars; in one of them were Bellavita and 
Curcio, and in the other one -- which went first -- there were three of 
us: Saronio, who was driving, myself, and Negri. 


Another meeting took place no more than 2 or 3 months later, in tne same 
area and again on the Saronio farm. Once again, we drove to the farm 
in two cars, and the same people were present. 


Another meeting took place near Bellagio. In addition to me, there were 
Bellavita, Curcio, Alberto Franceschini, Negri, and Franco Tomei. A man 
called Borromeo lent us his country house -- one that belonged to his 
family -- to his mother. Borromeo was about 40 at the time, and lived 
at 27 Via Ariosto, if I am not mistaken. His name was in the phone 
book, and he worked in the edministration division at Milan Catholic 
University. 


Borromeo belonged to the Negri group's logistics network, and had for- 
merly been a member of the Gramsci group. His activity was absolutely 
secret, so secret that he was never questioned, at least that I know of. 
I recall that Borromeo's work was done in the “logistics” sector, in 
which there were several divisions, whose size was consonant with the 
scope of the work itself. The first phase was to set up a network of 
safe houses, and then the logistics sector would accumulate plenty of 
places in which it was easy to hide such things as weapons, secret do- 
cuments, and tools and equipment for forgeries. On that count, as to 
forgery equipment, the Padua logistics section was the best equipped 
because it had, in addition to other tools, some copying equipment. 
Toni Liverani was the man in Padua who was primarily concerned with 
forging documents, besides belonging to the Negri group's military 
structure. lLiverani was the one who got me the forged Italian passport 
that was taken from me when I was arrested in Switzerland in 1975. 


Last Meeting With Carlo Saronio 

Reply to direct question: Borromeo had alerted his mother to our arri- 
val. in fact, when we got there, we told the old lady that we were 
friends of her son. That meeting took place (I may be wrong about the 
month) in July of 1974. 
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Reply to direct question: The last meeting with Saronio on the farm 
belonging to his family, of which I have already spoken, took place at 
the beginning of 1974 or maybe at the end of 1973. 


Reply to direct question: At the Turin meeting I mentioned earlier, 
the main topic for discussion was BR activity at the Fiat Mirafiore 
plant. There were no substantive differences between Curcio and Negri 
-- only differences on minor details; both agreed to help build an 
Operational network inside the Mirafiore Fiat plant, and to give that 
job top priority. Curcio and Negri were substantially in agreement on 
tactics. If I remember correctly, there was also talk about a magazine 
Called CONTROINFORMAZIONE, which was about to appear on the stands. 
Members of the BR had conducted a careful study of Fiat Mirafiore which, 
I think, was published in CONTROINFORMAZIONE, I believe in issue 0. 


At the meeting I mentioned earlier near Bellagio, the main topics of 
discussion were the murder of two neo-fascists (MSI) in Padua; the re- 
lations between CONTROINFORMAZIONE and BR cells with reference to fin- 
ancing; and matters of a strategic nature. 


I would point out that, at Negri's instance, after the Sossi seizure 
and prior to the Bellagio meeting, I met with Franceschini alone on one 
occasion, and on another with Franceschini and Curcio. If I remember 
correctly, the strategic matters discussed at the Bellagio meeting had 
to do with the “autumn offensive," which was to follow the qualitative 
.eap which the Sossi seizure provided. 





As for the slaying of the two MSI types, Negri expressed the opinion 
that it had cost us whatever sympathy we had won with the Sossi opera- 
tion. Curcio replied that it was better than letting them fire first. 
As for the question of CONTROINFORMAZIONE magazine, there was a heated 
exchange of views between Curcio and Bellavita. Bellavita underscored 
the need for getting financial assistance from the BR groups, while 
Curcio argued that the magazine ought to pay its own way. I remember 
too, from the Bellagio meeting, that Negri and Curcio were at odds on 
the question of the PCI. Negri said that the fascists had put the ball 
into the social democrats’ court. The killing of the two MSI men had 
been a “politically backward" move, he said, and the proper target would 
have been the social democrats. The PCI was no longer a communist party 
but had become a social democrat party; everything that was getting 
done was getting done outside of and against the will of the PCI. 


Contacts With the Germans in Milan 


Curcio replied to these opinions from Negri that there was na way to 
equate the social democrats with the PCI. 


In Curcio's view, Negri's argument was clumsy and superficial, and made 
no allowance foi the historical background and specificity of the line 
the PCI had followed. There were, furthermore, contradictions in the 
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PCI's revisionism, and that those contradictions might well become more 
acute, aiming as a minimum objective at recovery of cadre, and as @ maximum 
at a vertical split in the party. 


In line with Curcio's remarks about the PCI, Bellavita, as he told me 
himself, took it upon himself to get in touch with Saverio Tutino, a 
writer, aud asked him to work on CONTROINFORMAZIONE. 


Tutino, Bellavita tolu me, turned down the offer. 


Reply to direct question: As for the content of the meetings between 
the one in Turin and the one at Bellagio, I remember that there were 
no significant differences at the tactical level. 


Reply to direct question: In my presence, a few nights before Piperno 
handed me the letter to Osvald and before the police got me, there was 
a meeting in Milan tetween Piperno and Feltrinelli. The two of them 
went aside, and coatinued talking together. 


Reply to direct question: I know Francesco Bellosi by the name of 
Cecco. 


Reply to direct question: Piperno was sometimes called by the nickname 
of Pippo; I recall, too, that Cecco Bellosi sometimes addressed Pi- 
perno in my presence as Pippo, or spoke of him to me by that name. 


Reply to direct question: On Negri's orders I made contact in Italy, 
in Milan, with two spokesmen for the Germany 2 June group, both of them 
fugitives, who were introduced to me by Negri himself. It was on the 
same occasion that I met a man about 32 years old, wearing glasses, 
fairly tall but notextremely tall, with brown hair, certainly from the 
university, who was the man who was to take over the job in Germany 
that Negri had tried to get me to take earlier. Again at Negri's re- 
quest, I traveled several times to Switzerland. 


One member of Negri's organization was a teaching assistant at Trieste 
University who worked in contemporary history under Professor Colloti. 
His name doesn't come to me right now, but it would be easy for me to 
pick it out from the 1973 yearbook of Trieste University. 


I did not attend the Rosolina meeting, but I was summoned to Padua to 
attend the select meeting that was to be held there after the convention. 


I did not take part in the convention proper because the role I was to 
play in Negri's group was to be secret, although many of those who 
backed his line were unaware of my own support for it. Furthermore, 

and this was the crucial point, my presence at Rosolina might have set 
off some fireworks and aroused curiosity, in view of the connection that 
might have been rawn between PO and Feltrinelli's GAP. In that connec- 
tion, word had been spread around at the time that I had dropped out of 
PO. 
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In the course of that gathering, I learned, the conflict between the 
Piperno-Scalzone and Negri lines grew more acute. Negri and those who 
sided with him argued that the group, as an organizational pattern, was 
obsolete. We had to go beyond the group. The structures had to be bet- 
tex articulated. There's a statement Negri came up with -- I can't re- 
call whether I read it in one of his books or whether I heard it from him 
first-hand -- that I remember perfectly and that sevagely sums up what 

he meant by going beyond the group: "The problem is to put together an 
informal but totally disciplined organization that can be as productive 
as the Mafia.” 


That statement reminds me of something Morucci said: that a revolution- 
ary organization must have a relationship with its own members like 
that of the Corsican underworld. 


The hearing was adjourned at 2115 hours, and continued 
until 0930 hours the following day. 
Interrogation of Carlo Fioroni continues. 


Military Training 


On 9 December 1979 at 0939 hours in the Matera Discrict Court appeared 
before us,Dr Francesco Amato, one Carlo Fioroni. Present was his coun- 
sel, Marcello Gentili, appearing also for Atty Fausto Tarsitano. 


Upon questioning, the accused stated: 


I have remembered the name of the man who actually handed me the drivers’ 
permit made out to Diotto. He is Corradini, who at the time was working 
full time in Milan for PO, and who was later arrested uring a search of 
the premises on Via Legnano in Milan. Later, in 1974, I learned that 
Corradini had joined the "Jacke collective” in Florence, which was a 
fringe group of the Armed Proletarian Nuclei (NAP) 


Reply to direct question: A few days after the Rosolina meeting I was 
in Padua for a select meeting, which I attended. Present were Negri, 
Egidio Monferdin, the engineer or engineering student from Padua, by 
the name of Antonio, whom we called Toni (he's the one I told you about 
who was into electronics research), Toni Laverani, who came from Este or 
at least teuzht there, Silvana Marelli (who was living with Egidio), 
who was recently arrested in Milan on Via Castel Fidardo (where she 
lived, and where Egidio went almost every week), and, if I am not mis- 
taken, Tomei as well. With an eye, or, I should say, in the process of 
expanding autonomous organizations, they talked about a short-term 
strengthening of the military structures and of coordinating them better 
in the plants and throughout the country. The specific subject was 
sabotage and murder or assault. There was to be a string of sabotage 
incidents in the plants, and murders and assaults at the same time all 
over the "territory." 

















One of the priority targets was to be the Petrolchimica plant at Marghera, 
The specific techniques for sabotage were matters to be determined by 
the individual operational nuclei, and the same applied to murder and as- 
gault. I learned that this plan fox sabotage and assault was eventually 
put into action. The string of parallel acte of sabotage and assault 
had a twofold purpose: it was to be part of an offensive strategy, and 
at the same time to provide combat training and skille for recruite and 
screening for cadres. I remember that Toni the engineer told me that one 
assault on I think @ carabinier! barracks was actually made by them, using 
explosives, At the same closed meeting they discussed intensive 
cuetaias for members inside and outside the plants. 


Training centered on military training (in the use of weapons and explo- 
sives) and political indoctrination (for the cadres). The politico-mili- 
tary structures and their various liaison arrangements reported to a sun- 
mit, im which Negri was everywhere. He had tight control of the situa- 
tion at all times. Almost nothing ever happened without his supervision. 
The overall guidelines and the targets to be hit were matters for central 
decision, although individual operational cells could and did ignore such 
directives from on high. 


Superficially, the way things were set up might seem “horizontal,” but 
in actuality the various interconnections and the manifold links between 
individuals and available means wound up as centralization of the so- 
called autonomous forces, and to a summit that really ran things. I say 
so and I know because I used to be part of the organization -- not at the 
summit, no: but as a cadre whom Negri himself considered valuable and 
who had more than the usual variety in assignments. It was due to that 
very variety in my political activities that I became aware cf these 
interconnections which all led invariably back to the ruling summit in 
which Negri had the lion's share. Purthermore, from things that were 
told me in confidence by Egidio and sometimes by Negri himself, I could 
deduce with absolute certainty that some of the violent operations con- 
aucted by the military celle stemmed from orders directly from the sun- 
mit, even though most of the individual people involved in them believed 
they were acting “eutonomously." 


The situation prevailing in Italy was to find its counterpart in appli- 
cation of the “autonomous” but at the same time centralized development 
of the organization of subversive forces all over Burope, particularly 
in Germany and in France. 


After the Rosolina conference the cells under Negri took as their interim 
name that of Central North. There were contacts between Centro Nord and 
other "autonomous" groups. 


Relations between Central North and what was known as the Roman Autonomy 
were intensified by Egidio. On many occasions he spoke to me about 
Pifano and Migliucci. I was assigned to maintain contact with Genoa 














and Liguria. In that situation, I had occasion to make contact not only 
with Dr Giorgio Raiteri, the physician, but also with some people who 
had already belonged to GAP and PO, 


I should like to point out the following occurrence. Caterina Pilenga 
and I, on orders from the organization, sometime early in 1973 -- anyway 
prior to the Rosolina convention -- brought or rather helped to bring in 
several kilos of stick explosives (gelignite, I was told). We got as 
far as Luino. There we met, right near the border but still in Italian 
territory, with Gianluigi Galli and a comrade from Ticino, who handed us 
the bundle of explosives. I also learned that subsequently large quanti- 
ties of explosives were smuggled into Italy. Some of the explosives I 
know went to Padua, and some went to Milan. Specifically, I was told 

by Tomei -- I think -- that the explosives I had helped bring in had been 
shipped further away after being delivered to a comrade from the Greek 
resistance movement. As for the crossing with explosives in which I was 
involved, the plan was given to me and to Pilenga by one of the Negri 
group's leaders in Milan -- I think it was Tomei -- at any rate by some- 
body inside or on the fringes of the organization of which Toni Negri 

was top bogs. 


Training Camp in Val Grande 


When Oreste Strano, after being "expelled" from PO (Mi.L.) towards the 
md of 19/3 joined Negri’s organization, he brought with him to Milan a 
stack of weapons, which we turned over to the military structures. I 
had a chance to see the weapons myself, and I noted an old machinegun, 
a somewhat newer one, and several pistols. 


Reply to direct question: On at least one occasion I talked to Negri - 
about Strano's contribution of weapons. Negri was certainly already 
aware of it, and was particularly pleased at having got Strano into the 
organization, because he was an excellent politico-militar) cadre, thanks 
to his experience as director of the PO (M.L.) militar, structures, and 
to his training in a Fedayin camp. 


I remember that Strano set up a military training camp in Val Grande. 

I say one camp, because I was a* that camp and fired off a few rounds 
with a pistol. We used the weapons Strano had brought with him, as well 
as others from various sources. That was in the snoring of 1974, if I am 
not mistaken -- I'd rule out 1973. 


There were eight or nine people at the training camp, among whom I remen- 
ber Strano, a man from Novare who had come with Strano, Antonio Bellavi- 
ta's younger brother (not the one who was a teaching assistant at Catho- 
lic University), and Roberto Serafini, who was one of the top military 
cadres in the organization and a crack shot. Serafini had brought his 
own pistol with hin. 
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Answer to direct question: The organization also bought or acquired 
other weapons and explosives, 


Answer to direct question: During the process of setting up the Milan 
notwork, it was decided that we wount attacks on the same night using 
explosives on several police ocallboxes in Milan and on the outer door 
of a carabiniere post which was somewhere in the neighborhood of Via 
Torino, if I eam not mistaken. 


The purpose of these attacks was supposed to be "demonstrational,” but 
the, were also and primarily a training and testing exercise. The plan 
was worked aut and approved at the top, with Pancino doing most of the 
planning. Coordination was handled by Roberto Serafini, because he was 
particularly good at it. The attack on the carabinicri barracks failed, 
but some of the police callboxes were successfully blown up. 


Some of the kids who were not yet 20 years old were sent onto the fir- 
ing line that night, among them Iacopo Po, son of Dario Fo. As it turned 
out, the carabinieri arrested some neofascists that same night, and the 
press blamed them for the attacks in the morning papers. 


Borromeo, who was aware of the plan, told me the same day the press re- 
ported the attacks that the comrades who had been arrested were very 
good at posing as neofascists. That same day I met with Negri and Pa- 
cino, plus a few others. Negri's comment was, "For sure, not even the 
CIA could bring off something like this,” (referring to the erroneous 
stories in the press). 


Negri's joke troubled me, becavse it revealed his absolute lack of moral 
scruples. 


Reply to direct question: I remember too thet the BR mounted an ac- 
tion against one of the directors of Alfa Romeo-Yarese: they kidnaped 
him, and he was “punished.” Negri talked confidentially to me about it. 
He tola@ me that an Alfa Romeo-Varese worker who had taken part in the 
opration had told him immediately after -- the morning after -- the pus 
nishment of the director: "I'm tired, but happy,” referring to the ope- 
ration. 


In consonance with the BR line calling for punishment of “the bosses, 
big and little,” the Milanese section of the organization decided to 
call on several comrades purposely selected from the military struc- 
tures to study the movements of the people who had been selected as tar- 
gets. 


Answer to direct question: The Centro-Nord organization, of which the 
Rosso group had become an integral part(reserving the right in my case 
to spell out that last part), voted to mount several attacks, and did 

















A meeting wae held, and they voted on the anniversary of the coup d'etat 
in Chile to nount an attack on the Pace-Standard warehouse jm Pizzonasco. 
Several people attended that weeting, including in addition to myself, 
Negri, Tomei, Pancino, Strano, and maybe Roberto Serafini and a Roman 
who had settled in Milan and who was working full time for the organi- 
zation. Thie guy had previously worked as a commercial artist for the 
same ad agency where Lele Madera was employed. The vote on the attack 
was carried by Negri, Tomei, and Mancin.. There was unanimous agreement 
on the idea of the attack, but I don't remember whether or not I took 

the floor. Nobody talked about the actual procedure for carrying out 
the attack, because things like that were the particular province of the 
operational group. 


The operational group that carried out the attack «ons'sted of two or 
three people from Bologna, of Strano, who was in command of that mili- 
tary cell, of Roberto Serafini, and perhaps of Arrigo Cavallina; and 
then there was a guy from Novara who was one of the people who hung 
around Strano. Several cars were stolen the night before the attack. 
In that connection, I should like to point out that they mistakenly 
took, and then abandoned on the scene for reasons I do not fully under- 
stand, a car belonging to Petra Krause, who had no knowledge whatsoever 
of the planned crime. I myself had asked to borrow it from her several 
days earlier, at Strano's request, if I remember rightly: but I never 
connected it with the attack. 


The people who came from Bologna are the same ones who took part with 
some others in the Argelato incident, as I shall tell you later. 


When the Pace Standard caper was over, a meeting was called to look over 
the budget. 


In addition to myself, those who attended the budget meeting where Negri, 
Strano, Serafini, Arrigo Cavallina, one guy from Novara (right now I do 
not recall whether or not he was the same one who was at the first meet- 
ing), and four or five others, whose names I do not recall right now; 

and Tomei. 


Everybody expressed pleasure at the success of the operation, even though 
the pamphleting had not gone well at all. The pamphlet in question was 
titled "No Truce for Communism," because at the earlier meeting it had 
been decided that responsibility for the attack would be claimed under 
that title. 


As for the Argeleto business, I was not at the meeting that decided on 
that one. I did find out though, because either Negri himself or Ro- 
berto Serafini told me, that they decided to kidmap somebody from around 
Sologna to help meet expenses. 











Either Negri or Serafini indicated to we that the haul from ransom 

wight be considerable, and I seem to recollect that they mentioned a fi- 
gure of 30 million lire. I would point out that right then, since I 

had been questioned by the Turin A.G. (expansion unknown), I had deci- 
ded, with the consent of my superiors, to head for Switzerland. That 
meant that I would be needing at least a little bit of money, even though 
once inside Switzerland the logistic network would take care of me. 


Ae it turned out, the Argelato snatch was aborted, because there was a 
firefight, in the course of which a carabiniere named Lombardini was 
killed. The next day, or maybe it was 2 days later. I had an appoint- 
ment with Negri in Milan, near Santa Méria de)le Grazie. When I brought 
up the matter of money I needed and had requested, Negri told me that 
for the time being I would have to get along as best I could by myself, 
because the big payoff had not materialized. I remember word for word 
what Negri told me: “As you gust have gathered from the newspaper re- 
ports, ine operation didn't come off," and he added: “We were so unlucky 
that a witness was left alive on the scene because the pistol had jan- 
med,” 


In 1975, in Lugano prison where four of those involved in that particular 
crime were confined, I was told by one of them (whose name I cannot re- 
call right now, but I could pick it out immediately and certainly from 
a list of the accused) that Negri had been present at the meeting where 
the kidnaping had been decided on; thet at that meeting in addition to 
Negri there had been Roberto Serafini and the man from Varese who hanged 
himself in jail immediately after the kiinaping attempt; that in fact 
a witness, one of those who resisted, had been stunned with a biow from 
@ machinegun butt because its magazine was empty; that they had tried 
to kill him even after that, but couldn't because the pistol jammed; 

and that Vicinelli had said some things, and that the; had split, al- 
though they were not sure whether or not to break it off with hia. 


A Proposal From Naples 


I also remember that during the trial Vicinelli issued a communique, 
if I am not mistaken. 


The individual I am referring to was a medical student. 


I should add that prior to the Argelato caper some people from Bologna, 
whe had connections with the Milanese group, had snatched a courier's 

bag full of cash and checks on the street. I myself had a chance to 
see some of the loot, in cash and checks, in Tomei*e possession. Tomei 
called it “expropriation.” Somebody -- I don't remember whether it was 
Tomei or the guy who was in jail with me in Lugano that I mentioned be- 
fore -- told me that they had robbed a bank messenger. I also learned 
fron that same guy in the Lugano jail that there had been a woman in on 


the caper, one Marzia Lelli, who was then in Mexico according to 
having managed to escape arrest. . — 
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[ fled to Switzerland. In January 1975 I met Negri in Yrigue; he sugges~ 
ted that I come back to Italy and go down to Waples to take over the po- 
litical leadership of the NAP there. Negri added that the NAP organi- 
zation, no matter what it looked like, could be made into a major force, 
like the Black Panthers in America. I, according to Negri, was the man 
to take over NAP’s political leadership. He assured me I would get the 
maximum cover. My clandestinity would be absolute. I would have to go 
to Naples. Negri told me all this as if he knew all about it, and as if 
everything had already been arranged for the role I was to play. I turned 
it down because I didn't feel like taking on so great a responsibility. 
Besides, at the time I was troubled by some political doubts, and was 
going through an “existential” and psychological-physiological crisis 
that was getting worse because I was taking a lot of downers. 


I would also add that Negri, when he suggested that I take over the po- 
litical job in Naples, told me that contacts had already been estab- 
lished with NAP people, and that when I got to Naples I would be made 

a part of the NAP organization at once, and that my job would be ideolo- 
gical and political policy-making, since the NAP organization didn't have 
anybody who could handle that. In short, I was to take over as political 
commissar. 


Reply to direct question : About that 500,000-lire check with Negri's 
signature and my endorsement on it (as ascertained from an examination 

of the cneck), presumably that was a check Negri gave me to cover or- 
ganizational expenses, such as paying the "quotas" of full-time activists 
in the Milan zone. I remember in that connection that earlier on a depo- 
sit of 3 million lire had been paid into my checking account at the 
Piazzale Piola branch of the Bank of Naples: that money came from Fel- 
trinelli. The money was to be used and was in fact earmarked for the 
"quotas" (monthly stipends) for several PO activists who were working 
full-time in Milan. (If I remember correctly, the quota at that time 
was 70,000 lire per month.) 


The hearing was adjourned at 1330 hours. It was resumed 
at 1700 hours this day. Statement read, confirmed, and 

signed. The hearing resumed before the same tribunal at 
1700 hours. Present was Attorney Marcello Gentili. 


Upon questioning, Carlo Fioroni stated as follows: 


In the Padua area, the people active at the executive level in Negri's 
eroup, in addition to Egidio, were Toni Liverani and Antonio or Toni -- 
the engineer I mentioned earlier. Nadia Mantovani, too -- as Egidio told 
me == was -roucht into the Padua military structures. She was arrested 
lated on Vie Maderno in Milan. A key figure in the organization was 
Pancino. I should like to make a further statement here. 


From the terrible, things moved into the horrible. 











In the spring vr early summer of 1574, Oreste Strano informed me that he 
had to go to an appointment, but that other commitments prevented his 
going. It was a meeting with a man who had a record for theit, but who 
was @ very sound comrade. He had that not only on the man's own word, 
but he was vouched for by somebody else, certainly somebody very impor- 
tant, whom Strano did not name to me. He asked me to keep the appoint- 
ment for him, I went to the appointed place, and I amet the person in 
question, who was Carlo Cusirati, who showed up along with Rossano 

Cochis and a man from Bergamo whose name I do not recall and whom I never 
sew again. The purpose of the meeting was to get Casirato into the Milan 
organization. 


Casirati and I hit it off pretty well, especially since I saw him as 
the man of action, completely sure of himself. 


Later on I met Casirati's girl, Alice Carrobbio. 


Meanwhile, just before I took a short vacation in the summer of 1974, 
Casirati got into touch with Egidio, with Egidio’s girl, Silvana Marelli, 
and with people from the Padua organization. I know for certain because 
Negri told me so himself that sometime prior to August 1974 there was a 
meeting in Padua between Negri and Casirati. Casirati by now was a full- 
fledged member of the organization, although I don't know what specific 
assignment or mission he had in the organization. He moved about with 
complete confidence within the organization, and he made a lot of trips 
between Milan and Padua. 


I saw Casirati again in September 1974. He and Alice Carrobbio had gone 
to some island or other for a vacation with.Egidio. The relationship 
among Casirati, Egidio, and Silvana Marelli was extremely close, because 
they used to see one another in Milan at Silvana's house and also in a 
little restaurant; I was with them myself on some of these occasions. 


In the fall of 1374 Casirati (who had introduced him to me as a com- 
rade) told me that he had quarrelled with Cochis. 


As I said earlier, in December of 1974 I moved to Switzerland. I came 
back to Milan at the end of February 1975 for no particular reason. I 
was more or less planning to stay in Italy for only a short while, then 
to move to Paris as part of the logistics network already operating in 
France. I had already informed Negri of my intention to do this at the 
Brigue meeting, and Negri had raised no objections to my doing so. 


The first “political” meeting after my return to Italy (a meeting that 
took place before 3 March 1975) came in Padua, where I met with Egidio, 
Toni the engineer, and maybe Liverani, too. 


1 told them about my plan to go to Paris and join the logistics system 
already operating there. They approved of the idea, saying it was very 
important indeed. They hinted that some comrades in the military struc- 
tures had criticized Negri's habit of moving around. What we needed, 
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they said, was to put together a particularly impermeable security sys- 
tem inside the organization. I was to handle that system in France, 
ueing already existing structures there. The network was to form a par- 
ticularly secret level of its own, to be kept secret even from the exist- 
ing structures. 


15th-Century Painting Stolen for Cash 


On 2 and 3 March I was Carlo Saronio's guest at his family's country 
house in Bogliasco, along with my friend Cristina, who was just a regu- 
lar member of the organization, 


Those dates of 2 or 3 March are important because on those dates I was 
a long way from the faintest suspicion that Saronic would be kidnaped 
or from imagining the part I was to play in that horrible business. 


Several days later, in Milan, Silvana Marelli told me in confidence that 
she had heard that Casirati was gathering information and setting Carlo 

Sironio up for a kidnaping. At the time I didn't think anything of it, 

because the whole things seemed unbelievable. 


Besides, talk of kidmaping for ransom was nothing new. There had been 
talk of it earlier in vague terms with Saronio himself, who told me that 
he was in a position to give me information about rich people in Milan. 


wuestion: You mean that, at least at the outset, Saronio was ready to 
gO along with a fake kidnaping? 


Answer: No, he wasn't -- even though it might help in my defense if I 
were to say he was. But I want to tell the absolute truth. 


Pirct,Casirati had, some time previously, on behalf of the organization, 
been involved in the sale of a Quattrocento painting of considerable 
value to help finance the organization. The carabinieri interfered 
while they were negotiating a price for the sale, and Carrobbio was ar- 
rested. Another member of the Milan group. Caterina Pilenga, whom I 
mentioned before, barely managed to escape arrest. Silvana Marelli told 
me all about it. 


These axe the main things I mow of -- though I may recall some more -- 
that happened between 3 and 15 or 20 March, 1975. 


Egidio told me to go and see Casirati because he had to talk to me. 


I went to Casirati's house, and he informed me that, for the good of the 
Organization, Carlo Saronio had to be kidnaped, but that the operation 
had to be made to look like a Mafia job. The ransom demand was to be 
huge -- 5 billion lire -- 10 percent of which would go to the organiza- 
tion and the rest had to go to pay off people he had recruited among his 
acquaintances in the underworld -- common criminals who would do the 
actual kidnaping. 
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All I was required to do was to provide certain information about Saro- 
nio, to make the kidnaping go more quickly: they had already worked 
out and planned the way it was to be done. Casirati added that not one 
hair of Saronio's head would be harmed. I was, however, given strict 
orders to speak to no one about the plan. 


I left Casirati's house, and wondered how in the world I could have 
agreed to provide information and even to go along with the very idea 
of kidnaping. I had no doubt then, nor do I have any now, that the 
whole thing was not something the organization had decided on. I said 
not a word to anybody, given the high level of compartmentalization in 
the organization and the strict standing rule about maintaining secrecy. 
The first request for information was this, and it made me wonder a bit 
at the time: I was to point out Saronio. So I went with Saronio to a 
bar -- I think it was on Vie Galilei. Casirati came into the bar, along 
with the girl, Carrobbio. I was puzzled by the request, because there 
were a thousand other ways to see Saronio. 


During a meeting with Casirati, he told me a whole bunch of stuff: he 
talked about the carabiniere uniforms the kidmapers were going to wear 
to give any possible witnesses the idea that this was a legitimate ar- 
rest, as well as other details dealing with the Saronio kidnmaping and 

are to be found in the trial record. 


At another meeting 2 or 3 days prior to the kidnaping, Casirati told me 
that everyshing was ready then, but that they had to know when and how 
they could set up th kidnaping. So se asked me to find out from Saro- 
nio what his movements would be. 


At around 1200 hours on 14 April, I met Saronio, who told me that he had 
an appointment to keep, and that he would be home around 0100 hours. 

I learned later from the Marelli girl that Saronio had gone to see that 
Borromeo I mentioned earlier. 


I passed my information about Saronio's movements to Casirati. 


The kidnaping occurred on the night of 14 April. I had other meetings 
with Casirati and his girl friend Carrobbio, and a meeting with them 
and Giustino De Vuono, in a little restaurant. That last meeting took 
place 15 or 20 days after the kidnaping. 


Toward the end of April, Casirati asked me to meet him in a bar (I 
believe it was the Basso, in Milan. Casirati, who didn’t seem the least 
bit worried, told me that Saronio didn't want to go along with it, and 
that they needed one or two pieces of information to get on with the 
negotiations. When I asked him for more information, he simply shut up, 
except to sa) he would be seeing me shortly. A few hours later, there 

I was with Casirati and Carrobbio, and I told them that I had found out 
that Saronio had a photograph in his bedroom, and gave them a descrip- 
tion of it, and that he kept a bitch puppy at Bogliasco. I hadn't the 
Slightest notion that Saronio was already dead. 
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Saronio told me that I would have to go to Padua, making some vague re- 
ference to the kidnaping. In fact, Casirati went to Padua at least a 
couple of times, where he met Egidio at least once. Casirati told me 

ve had spoken with Egidio, and Egidio himself told me he had met with 
Casirati and Toni Liverani in Padua. In fact, I remember that Casirati, 
too, had told me that he had met Liberani as well as Egidio. 


ieanwhile, the comrades in the organization were alarmed at Saronio’s 
kidnaping -- after all, he had been active in the organization, too. 

And then this happened: Negri set up a commission of inquiry consisting 
of me, Silvana Marelli, and Caterina Pilenga. Theoretically, the commis- 
Sion was to conduct an investigation and gather information about the 
crime, but in fact not only did it do nothing, but it was not even con- 
vened by Negri once it was formed. 


I remember that Silvana Marelli -- I can't recall whether it was before 
or after she had been named as a member of the commission of inquiry -- 
said to me: "If it was Antonio,” ("Antonio” was Casirati's alias, or 
maybe I should call it his nom de guerre) "let's wait until the job is 
done and he collects the ransom, and then we'll get rid of him and take 
the money.” Silvana Marelli also told me that on the night Saronio was 
kidnaped, there had been a meeting at Borromeo's house. Several people 
had been there, including herself, Tomei's wife, and Saronio himself. 
When the meeting broke up, Saronio had seen Tomei's wife home. 


Backstage Action in the Saronio Kidnaping 


Here is something -- like a lot more -- that I didn’t tell at the trial 
because I didn’t want to involve the organization. 


Before the ransom was paid, Egidio, at Silvana Mare!!i's house, let some- 
thing slip: he said that the amount demanded for Saronio'’s release was 
not too high, considering the Saronio family's wealth; they owned a 
"model farm,” he said, in the Po Valley or at Lomellina. 


Before the ransom was paid I went to Genoa. I met Raiteri there. One 
of the Genoa papers had an article about the kidnaping. When I referred 
to the article, Raiteri said nothing. Raiteri was one of the people 
running part of the French network, and he was pretty important in the 
Genoa area as well. So there was a meeting in Genoa to discuss beef- 
ing up the French network and also implementation of the plan I spoke of 
earlier. Those present, besides me, were Raiteri, Egidio, Silvana Mi- 
relli, and another person I do not know. They discussed the project in 
practical terms, but the financial problem was never mentioned, even 
though they knew that I had to go, and that I personally hai no money. 


A few days before I went abroad (the fact is that, once the Saronio 
ransom money had been paid, I had to go to Switzerland, change the lire 
into francs, get back into Italy, and then leave for France), I still 
did not know whethr or not the ransom money had been paid. Egidio told 

















me that Pancino was one hundred percent in favor of setting up the top 
secret network in Prance. Pancino was one of Negri'’s closest and most 
reliable intimates. 


A few daye after that, Casirati called me and told me to meet him at 
Alice Carrobbio's house in Treviglio at 1400 hours.Casirati informed me 
that a down payment had been made on the ransom. Part of that down pay- 
ment -- around 10 percent -- was for the organization. He would continue 
to press for payment of the rest of the 5 billion lire, but in fact, hav- 
ing 2.5 billion lire in hand, Saronio would be freed "as a surprise," 
giving the family to believe that we would also press for payment of the 
balance, so as to keep the police out if it. 


Casirati told me that the sum was in the neighborhood of 50 million lire. 


I took the train for Treviglio and went to Alice's house. She handed me 
a suitcase, telling me that it contained something over 50 million in 
banknotes. Because she was in such a hurry, she had not had time to 
count it. I was to return whatever money was left after I had changed 
the 50 million. 


I would point out that Casirati told me that 30 million of the 50 mil- 
lion lire would go to the organization in Italy, but that I was to take 
the other 20 million to Prance and use them for the secret network. 

Two organization comrades, Cristina Cazzaniga and Franco Prampolini 
(both sentenced to prison as accomplices for this) helped me get out of 
the country. The money in the suitcase came to 67 million lire. 


I was convinced, utterly convinced, that Saronio was alive. And I che- 
rished that hope for a very long time, even after I was arrested. 


Carlo Saronio was one of my dearest friends, and in that ridiculous 
world of the organization he and I had established the least inhuman 
and most genuine of relationships. 


I am deeply convinced that I was taken in and used precisely because 
they knew about this sincere friendship of ours which, once Saronio 
was freed, would have made i* hard for him to bring charges against the 
kidnapers. 


Reply to direct question: During the discussion Casirati referred to 

a meeting he had in Padua with a professor and let it be understood that, 
were he to talk, “the classroom would be blown up.” Present along with 
others were Pierluigi Gandini and Michelini, reporters, respectively, 
for LA REPVBBLICA and L'UNITA. 


Reply to direct question: While I was in jail in Como a prisoner by 
the name of Francesco Profumo made contact with me. I can also provide 
further details I know about. 
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I would add that my involvement and my being used would not have been 
possible had 1 not been in a state of serious psychological disorder and 
existential imvalance. 


Reply to direct question: In connection with the last meeting I had 
with Feltrinelli, with Siro there too, about the attacks on the instal- 
lations -- a bit of news we heard from that worker named Osvaldo -- we 
voted to censure Feltrinelli because he had tried to coopt a man who be- 
longed to our organization into his own. 


Reply to direct question: I don’t recall that Marco Ligini belonged to 
GAP. 


Reply to direct question: The package Curcio gave me (see p. 20 of this 
transcript) contained two pistols. 


The transcript was read aloud, read, approved, and signed by 
the accused. (Signed). 


Padua - Curcio and Negri: Comrades and Enemies 


Transcript of Informal Questioning under Art. 348 bis of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure 


in the year 1979 on 1l December, in District Court of Matera, appeared 
before me Dr Pietro Calogero, assistant prosecutor in Padua, one Carlo 
Fioroni, born in Cittiglio (Varese) on 18 June 1943, currently detained 
on other charges. 


In preliminary procedings the assistant prusecutor stated that he would 
proceed to question Carlo Fioroni, charged or indicted in other criminal 
procedings, under Article 348 bis of the CCP, on any and all matters 
having possible connection, directly or indirectly, with the inquiries 
currently under way into the double homicide which occurred in the Padua 
MSI-DN headquarters on 17 June 1974. 


He warned Pioroni that, in connection with those events from which he 
may be open to criminal charges, he has the right to name counsel of 
his choice, the right to remain silent; should he remain silent, how- 
ever, the investigation would take its course. 


Fioroni stated: I name as my counsel Attorneys Marcello Gentili of 
Milan and Fausto Tarsitano of Rome. 


Attcrney Marcello Gentili was present and acting as proxy for Counsellor 
Tarsitano as well; exhibiting a true copy of the communication of the 
writ of extradition from the Swiss Pederal Court dated 27 April 1977, 

he called the court's attention to the fact that Pioroni's consent to 
reply to questioning, should it be given, would not imply waiving immu- 

roe or the jurisdictional limits set forth in the said writ of extra- 
ition. 
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Fioroni stated: I am aware that I have the right to remain cilent and 
declare that I intend to answer, agreeing to be questioned on matters 
not contained in the writ of extradition as well, within the limits 
just stipulated by the defense. 


Ties With the Red Brigades 


The foregoing duly noted, the prosecutor pointed out that any statements 
made by Pioroni would not be interpreted as waivers of the limits placed 
on Italian jurisdiction by the writ of extradition adduced. 


Duly noted was the presence at the hearing of Dr Armando Spataro, Deputy 
Public Prosecutor of Milan, as a consequence of the connections which 
may exist between the events which are the subject of this hearing and 
those which are the subject of pending procedures now before the Milan 
prosecutor's office. 


Reply to direct question: Before I go any farther I should like to con- 
firm all statements made by me in recent days before the Rome G.I. in 
the presence of my counsel, and I agree that they may be made an inte-' 
gral part of the present record. 


Since it happened in June 1974, I cannot add anything to what emerged 

at the earlier interrogation (fg. 22). I remember that as soon as news 
of the murder came out, which, if I em not mistaken, the Red Brigades 
Claimed credit for within a few days, quite a few members of the local 
Autonomous nuclei were arguing that, no matter what the BR claimed, 
the murder was the result of a feud between fascist factions; others 
would not go that far, and voiced the opinion that, if it had not been 
an internal feud among fascists, the murder would have been counter-pro- 
ductive, politically speaking, and would have alienated much of the syn- 
pathy for the left that had been won among the working class with the 
Sossi kidnaping. 


At the meeting with Curcio outside Bellagio in July 1974, in Borromeo's 
country house, Negri argued for that very point of view, but, insofar 
as I recollect, he made no practical proposal: for example, to ignore 
the claim already made that the murder was the work of the BR and to 
treat the whole thing, though POTERE OPERAIO or other extreme-left pa- 
pers, as some ugly intramural feuding among factions in the Padua Fas- 
cist Federation. Of course, I cannot swear that Negri had not made some 
such suggestion at an earlier meeting somewhere else. 


Negri and Curcio simply gave their respective assessments of the event 
and then went on to talk about other matters already referred to in 
earlier hearings, in my presence and that of Antonio Bellavita, Pranco 
Tommei, and Alberto Franceschini. As I have already testified, Curcio 
disagreed with Negri, stating that, in any case, it was certainly bet- 
ter that the comrades had not been the first to fire. 
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Besides some teik about CONTROINFORMAZIONE magazine and the PCI's revi- 
sionism (Curcio, though, was the only one to use that last word), Negri 
and Curcio spoke of the automn offensive that was to follow the “"quali- 
tative leap” taken with the Sossi kidnaping. 


Unlike earlier meetings, where there had been no indication of substan- 
tial differences at the tactical or strategic levels, at the Bellagio 
meeting Negri's views and Curcio’s clashed openly when it came to what 
targets should be hit: Negri in fact argued that from then on the ball 
was no longer in the fascist court, but in the social democrats’, and 
that they should be the targets to hit, meaning by "social democrats" 
the PCI which was no longer the Communist Party, but a social democrat 
party, and therefore everything had to be done and built outside and 
against the PCI); Curcio retorted that it was too simplistic to set up 
social democrats = PCI as an equation, and that we must heighten the 
contradictions inherent in revisionist logic, aiming, as a minimum tar- 
get, at winning over some sound cadres from that party and, as a maxi- 
mum target, at a vertical split. That was the first time, at least in 
such specific and open terms, that such a conflict occurred. 





Reply to direct question: As to the development of these two conflict- 
ing views I have no direct knowledge. ‘'lowever, through reading over the 
years that followed a number of BR bookl.*s and pamphlets as well as 
those from Autonomous sources published in newspapers and magazines, 

[ became convinced that, particularly aftr Curcio and some of his fol- 
lowers were arrested, the subversive movements in Italy follow d the 
strategic line Negri had proposed at the Bellagio meeting. 


I would add in this connection one detail that struck me: a few days 
after Curcio's first arrest (in the fall of 1974) I had occasion, through 
Antonio Bellavita, to meet with either Bassi or Bertolazzi (I can't re- 
member right now which of them it was); talking about Curcio's recent 
arrest, Bellavita expressed an idea that greatly disconcerted me, to 

the effect that Curcio's arrest, after all, was not such a great loss 

as it might seem, because Curcio had a personal style in making policy 
and indulging in overmuch diplomatic fiddling with differences with 
competing groups. Bassi or Bertolazzi -- whichever -- indicated that 

he shared that opinion. 


Reply to direct question: In the course of several meetings I had with 
Franceschini, I found that his position was completely consonant with 
Curcio's; in addition to the Bellagio meeting, I had another meeting 
with Franceschini immediately after the Sossi kidnaping, in Milan, and 
another one shortly before that kidnaping. I remember that, at the 
Milan meeting, Franceschini was delighted at the happy outcome of the 
Sossi kidmaping and over the good effects it had had, in his view, 
among the working class. On that same occasion, Franceschini told me 
in confidence that Sossi had been freed, but not without come argument, 
because some of the rank-and-file people were in favor of killing the 
hostage. 








Nadia Mantovani Glimpsed Again 


neply to direct question: I thought that the article on the double mur- 
der in Padua that appeared in CONTHU:NYORMAZIONE right after the Bellagio 
meeting had been written by Antonio Bellavita. 


I found that out for certain, I think from Bellavita himselr, with whom 

I spent part of the 14974 holidays in Tuscany, near Castagneto Carducci 

on the sea, Arriving in that resort town, where Luigi Bellavite was 

also staying, were two German women, one arriving u day after the other. 
One of them was Petra Krause, whom 1 met then for the first time, and the 
other one's name I can't remember but she was currying the BR pamphlet 
that had just been published in Germany and was written in German. An- 
tonio Bellavitea told me that she worked for a leading attorney in Ger- 
wany, and added that she was a very "covered" person, who did liaison 
work, 


Reply to direct question: I recollect that in 1974 there was a plan 
under way to set up a BR colwan in Venice. I knew thie from several 
hinte Egidio had let fall to me. I think tnat, in reference to the Padua 
double murder he gave me to understand that it had been an error attri- 
butable to the immaturity of the Veneto BR column just being built up. 

I know, too, that -- this was still in 1974 == Egidio had contact with 
several BR spokesmen, but I never learned the identity of any of then. 


It was Egidio again who, talking to me about Nadia Mantovani, told me in 
contidence that she had been taken into the Veneto military structures, 
specifically into the one belonging to the Organization of which Egidio 
himself was one of the leaders and Negri the top spokesman. Mantovani 
had been made a member, according to kgidio's story, sometime around the 
second half of 1973. 


Reply to direct question: The so-called Ferretto Group, which you men- 
tion in connection with a BR nucleus that may have been set up in Padua 
and testre in 1974, that is a name that is not new to me, but which at 
the moment I cannot place in time, in space, or in context. 


Question: With reference to what you have just stated about Egidio and 
Negri, and witn rererence further to what you told the Rome &.1. on 
tnat score, will you spell out in chronological order the appellations 
or acronyms of the organizations of which you have direct knowledge? 


Answer: I have no difficulty in so doing, but with the stipulation as 
oft now that I snail be talking rather ot a succession of acronyms than 
OL Organizations, since there wus always a single structure made up of 
celis or nuclei and sectors, ali pursuing simiiar tactics and strategies, 
mage up mainly of the same people all the time, allowing, however, at 
all times for the specificity of the jobs some of tnem would do, de 
facto, in the circumstances of specific sectors. 
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Obviously, I shall start with POTERE OPERAIO, ot which I have 
already spoken at some length. After the Rome convention in Sep- 
tember 1971 and the select meeting afterwards. Negri, as I have 
already said, talked to me about setting up a group inside PO, 
to be known as LI (illegal work). That is the structure Piperno 
headed, as I said, for national politics, and Morucci for mili- 
tary matters; at the local level in Milan, these same jobs were 
handled respectively by Vesce and me. After the business on Via 
Galilei (December 1971) and the discovery of the Molotov cock- 
tails, and after the select emergency meeting I mentioned, LI 
was dropped as an acronym. 


Immediately after this the Workers' Armed Revolutionary Front 
(FARO) came into being, under Piperno's direct control, as I 
recall. Others surely in FARO were Morucci, who was Piperno's 
main man, and "Siro," whom I told you about and, along with "Si- 
ro," some people from the Como network. FARO had very close 
ties with GAP and Feltrinelli, witness for example the exchange 
of letters between Piperno (Saetta, alias Elio) and Feltrinelli 
(alias Osvaldo). I was pretty high up in FARO myself until I 
had to flee to Switzerland after Feltrinelli's death and after 
questioning by Dr Bevere. 





There was no further mention of FARO after I went to Switzerland. 


In Switzerland I had that important meeting with Negri, the one 

i told the Rome police about, and from then on I threw in my lot 
for gcod with Negri and the outfit he directly controlled, which 
I got to know when I refurned to Italy. That was Centro Nord -- 
though I should say that was only a temporary name. This was 
around November 1972 (the time I returned to Italy), but I can- 
not recall whether or not the Central North name was in use then. 
I am certain, though, that the name of Centro Nord had appeared 
and was in use prior to the Rosolina convention of PO in May 

of 1973. 


The executive cell for Central North consisted of Negri, Franco 
Tommei, Egidio Monferdin (I believe that was Egidio's last name), 
Vesce, and Pancino, as well as Gianluigi Galli, who was Swiss. 
[rhe important people in Centro Nord-Veneto, the ones who were 
certainly in executive jobs, were August Finzi, Antonio Liverani, 
and Toni the engineer. These last two seemed to have more spe- 
cifically technical and military functions. 


Potere Operaio's Historic Leaders 


The public prosecutor asked Fioroni if Toni the engineer, whom 
he had jus. mentioned, could be one Antonio Temil, an electro- 
nics expert. Fioroni replied: Now that I an reminded, I am 
sure that Toni the engineer was Antonio Temil. 


Fioroni again: Later on, as I shall explain later, Oreste Strano 
and some other individuals joined the Organization. 
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Going back to the List of acronyms, the Centro Nord name va- 
iished around late 1973 or early 1974 and was not replaced by 
any other, at least beltore I was arrested (May 1973). In fact 
after the name was scrapped, the same politico-military organi- 
zation continued, known abroad as the Organized Workers' Auto- 
nomy. Only occasionally was that particular name used, at times 
tor example like the attack on the Face-Standard installation 

in Fizzonasco (fall of 1974), when they used "No truce for Com- 
munism, " 


I might add that, after my arrest, the name Prima Linea appeared, 
and for many reasons whic I shall not go into here, seems to 
me to belong to the same o. ,anization,. 


There you have the List as well as I can make it on the basis of 
what I know and, of course, on the basis of events in which I 
took part directly. 


As tor liaison between the organization I mentioned and BR and 
the NAP, I refer you to what I have already said and what I am 
about to say. 


I should add that I personally, in connection with all the groups 
I have named, acted as "liaison agent," as a medium-ranking of- 
ficer. 


Reply to direct question: As for the people from the Veneto 
other than those I have mentioned thus far, I can say that Negri's 
assistants at the School of Political Science -- Luciano Fer- 
rari Bravo, Guido Bianchini, Lisi del Re, Alessandro Serafini 
and Ferruccio Gambino -- were part of the Poetere Operaio oi ga- 
nization, and were in fact considered its historic leaders. I 
can vouch for this, at least for the first four, up to 1971, in 
other words up until the Rome convention. Subsequently, aside 
from the meeting -- or maybe the blowup -- linked with the po- 
lice discovery of the Molotov cocktails on Via Galilei in '71l 
in which Gambino had a hand, as I told the Rome police (p- 9 
of that transcript), my contacts were almost solely with orga- 
nization elements such as Egidio, Temil, and so on, whom I have 
already mentioned several times. About Paolo Bienvegnu, I can 
only say that I knew that he was part of the PO security ser- 
vice. 


I never had any contact with or knowledge of Pino Nicotri, Car- 
mela Di Rocco, Marzio Sturaro, Pietro Despali, Gianni Boetto, 
Massimo Tramonte, or Ivo Galimberti. To be perfectly accurate, 
let me say that Del Re seemed to me to have less authority than 
did the teaching assistants. I remember hearing -- I do not re- 
call where -- that Lisi Del Re's job in PO was, among other 
tasks, to maintain contacts between the Padua organization and 
the Rex plant in Pordenone, particularly in connection with ac- 
tion to be taken in that plant. 
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As for Augvato Finzi, I Learned that he was one of the most au- 
thoritative of them all, perhaps the smartost and best educated 
of the Porto Marghera group. From what I could tell from a 

few meetings, he certainly had a leading role in the organization 
in connection particularly with the major plant cells in the 
industrial zone of Marghera. He also was assuredly a member of 
Centro Nord, and, at least so far as the Veneto region was con- 
cerned, was one of the best worker cadres in Negri's organiza- 
tion. I remember, tuo, that I attended a meeting of people from 
Centro Nord, which Finzi also attended, in Venice around the end 
of 1973. 


A high position in that same organization was held by the 
Sbrogio brothers, Italo and Gianni. 


As tor Carlo Picchiura I had occasion to meet him only once 

at New Years, in 1973, which I spent in a town in Friuli, on 

the Austrian border, along with Roberto Ferrari, Nadia Mantovani, 
Gianfranco Pancino, Toni Temil, Egidio, Silvana Marelli, and 

some more of us. Egidio spoke to me of Picchiura as a member 

of the military zone in Padua; as I got to talking with Pic- 
chiura, he told me that he had been active in the Trento GAP. 


Inside the Fort With Military Weapons 


During my activity in the organization, the Padua Nucleus seemed 
to be the biggest and the best equipped insofar as the rank-and- 
file technical people in its military organization were concerned 
(faking documents, weapons, explosives, experienced in electro- 
nics, and intercepting police radio communications). 


I learned in particular that Antonio Temil himself, in his own 
house which I had occasion to visit (it was asmall 3-story 
country house), acted as coordinator of the research the orga- 
nization was conducting in Padua on interception of radio broad- 
casts, telephone communications, and on devices (relays) that 
could set otf explosives from a distance, and on other similar 
technical operations clearly designed for terrorist activities. 
These were clearly experiments at a high scientific level, at 
least insofar as I could tell. Temil was backed up by people 
with sound technical training, none of whom I can identify, with 
the sole excepticn of Antonio Liverani, who was also an expert 
at torging documents. 


I learned on various occasions that the Padua group had both 
ordinary and military weapons (including machineguns): both 
Egidio and Temil told me so, and for that matter it was common 
knowledge in the organization's Milan area. 


Il might add that I had a chance to see Egidio on several occa- 
sions carrying a pistol, a 9-caliber Stayer long, which he said 
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was 4 very accurate weapon. I believe he had it at least until 
the last time I saw him in Padua, ian the spring of 1975. 


1 got proof that the Padua group had access to explosives when 

I personally took part in the military training up above Vicenza 
== to be specific, in an abandoned fort on the high plain of 
Asiago == in the winter of 1973-1974 (I remember that there was 
snow). TI have already spoken to the Rome police about that. I 
would note that the training exercise had been planned with a 
view to beefing up the Milan and Veneto politico-military cadres 
in Centro Nord. Taking part in it were Temil, Liverani, Roberto 
Serafini (more about him later), Egidio, Marco Bellavita, and 
somebody called "Beppe," from Milan. Beppe was a long-time com- 
rade from the Sesia Valley who had done military service in Rome 
and had been living in Milan for some 2 years. Beppe was an 
Old-line activist in PO in the Biella region. The instructor 
was Temil, and the training consisted of setting off several ex- 
plosive charges which had been placed some distance away by Te- 
mil himself. We set off a lot of charges, using half-sticks of 
the explosive (gelignite). 


Explosives From Ticino Canton 


I learned that the explosives we were using had come from Ticino 
Canton, and that they were material the Padua group had on hand. 


At the same time I learned, I think from Toni himself, that there 
would be another training session after that one, to train mi- 
litants to handle machineguns; the Padua group already had such 
weapons in their arsenal. I cannot say whether that second train- 
ing session took place, because 1 was never told. I would point 
out that some time earlier, I think right after the Rosolina 
conference, there was a training exercise in Ticino Canton, just 
above Locarno, for factory cadres organized by Gigi Galli, at 
which they used pistols and maybe explosives, which were earv to 
get in Ticino. 


I did not take part in the exercises, but I was ordered by Egidio 
to escort two or three comrades to the Swiss border and put them 
in touch with Galli, which I did at a place near Luino. One of 
them I had never seen before, another was probably Gianni Sbrogio 
(I can now confirm that identification, after seeing photos of 
the Sbrogio brothers), and the third may have been a kid whose 
nickname was "Baio," or whom I knew by that name. It seems to 

me that he had lived for a while in the same apartment as Egi- 
dio in Padua. 


Reply to direct question: I can state that Lauso Zagato was 
one of the top leaders in PO, and that around 1973 he supported 
the Piperno-Scalzone line. I remember very well a meeting Negri 
called in Padua to which I was invited (under my then-alias of 
Paolo), along with Vesce, Zagato, and other leaders of those 
days. Negri did almost all the talking at that meeting: in an 
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efiert to get Zagato into his faction, he Launched into a long 
speech in the course of which he pointed to me as a "witness" 

(I had just returned from Switzerland), magnifying the size and 
efficacy of the Swiss and German logistics network the organiza- 
tion had. Zagato made no decision, and I recall in fact that 
shortly afterwards he moved to Rome, still Loyal to the Piperno- 
Scalzone faction. The meeting I speak of took place shortly be- 
fore or shortly after the Rosolina convention, 


To clarify and expand what I told the Rome police about the meet- 
ing between Curcio and Negri in Turin (page 22 of transcript) I 
should Like to say this: the meeting took place in the winter 

of '72='73, more probably in early '73; Curcio was waiting for 
us at the appointed place on a street in downtown Turin, and 
Negri and I and Antonio Bellavita went to meet him -- I believe 
in Bellavita's car. He got in, and we drove among the hills 

and across the Po. The meeting Lasted a whole morning. Bella- 
vita and [f were more or less along for the ride, taking little 
part in the conversation. I am almost certain that in the couse 
of the talk between Negri and Curcio the name of Dalmaviva came 
up as somebody who was to take care of the "job" at Fiat-Mira- 
fiori: he was to scout the buildings, the sections, the plant, 
and all processes involved in the production cycle (Negri and 
Curcio thought this most important), and to figure tactics for 
the attacks the two were planning in connection with the Labor 
strugele going on in that plant. I at once connected the events 
at Miratiori in early 1973 with the plan Curcio and Negri had 
agreed on in Turin; aside from that, I cannot say anything spe- 
cifie about the Labate kidnaping which must have occurred shortly 
after that meeting. As for the rest of the conversation, I con- 
firm everything I told the Rome police, stipulating that by 
"operational network" I meant an operational group that was to 
intervene with the illegal actions agreed upon by Negri and Cur- 
cio, as part of the worker struggles that had been going on for 
months at the Mirafiori plant. 


Secrets of Curcio and Negri 


After Listening to that conversation, I had no doubt as to the 
tactical and operational convergence between Negri's organiza- 
tion and Curcio's in connection with events at Mirafiori. 


As I already told the Rome police, contacts between Negri and 
Curcio, as well as between elements of their two organizations, 
had been going on for months, growing invreasingly close and 
frequent, and were designed to assure a fundamental tactical 
and strategic unity between the organizations, although there 
were still some differences between them on issues of a parti- 
cular nature. 


That coordination was contined to the summit level in both or- 
ganizations, aud was or may have been winoticed by the lower 


cadres (intermediate and rank-and-file). 
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Again, on the links between Negri's organization and the Bh I 
remember, in addition to what I reported fully to the Rome po- 
Lice, the episode trom which I thought I could deduce that Ne- 
agri was at least aware oi the kidnaping of the Alfa Romeo-Arese 
plant manager, Mincuzzi, which the BR pulled in June 1973. I 
mentioned that episode to the Rome police (page 29). Because 
he had full contidence in me, Negri went the day after the kid- 
naping to the house of an Alfa-Arese worker who had taken part 
in the kidnaping -- it was the morning afterwards -- and told 
me in so many words that the worker was "tired but happy" at the 
way the kidnaping had come off. 


The name of the worker in question was one that cropped up often 
within the Organization, but right now I don't remember it. 
Maybe I could pick it out if I could look at a long list of the 
suspect Se 


I can tell nothing more about the kidnaping of Idalgo Macchiarini 
except the tavorable comment Piperno made about it in a conver- 
sation I had with him right after Milan. No <-- I think it's more 
likely that I met Piperno in Rome, where I went just about then 
to warn him that the police had got hold of the letter Feltri- 
nelli had sent him (the one signed "Elio") on 29 February. 

Piperno remarked that the BR's kidnaping of Macchiarelli was a 
major coup that would produce a qualitative leap in the class 
struggle. I recall that Feltrinelli had a favorable comment to 
make about it around that time, but that he had some reservations. 


Reply to direct question: As for the sealed letter Piperno gave 
me with orders to deliver it to Feltrinelli, I admit I knew its 
contents when I was first questioned by the examining magistrate 
(G.I.), Dr De Vicenzo. The integration of the two politico-mi- 
litary organizations Piperno ("Elia" was proposing to Feltri- 
nelli ("Osvaldo") had to do with FARO and GAP. That proposal was 
in line with the views Piperno had already expressed in that area. 
He also gave me the impression that he was seeking unification 
with GAP with the covert intention of attracting CAP into PO's 
strategic line, on the one hand, and on the other of getting his 
hands on the vast amounts of money Feltrinelli had inherited. 


As to the economic and financial relations between the two orga- 
nizations, I can say that I learned directly from Morucci that 

he was to meet Feltrinelli in Rome, one or two days before the 
latter's death, to pick up the sum of 12 million lire or so. 

I remember, too, that 3 million lire was deposited in my check- 
ing account, paid in cash once Feltrinelli made up his mind to 
give it after a meeting at 3, Via Buschi, in Milan, with Scalzone 
who, if I remember rightly, intended to use it to pay expenses 
for POTERE OPERAIO, but since Feltrinelli had refused to give him 
funds for that purpose, he justified this request citing the need 
to cover military expenditures for the Organization, and getting 
it that way. 
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Reply to direct question; My checking account then was at the 
Piazzale Piola branch of the Bank otf Naples. 


The Scalzone-Feltrinelli meeting, at which I was present, took 
place sometime in the first half of 1971. 


Reply to direct question; As to the events which took place 
on Via Galilei in Milan on 12 December 1971, I wholly confirm 
what I stated in detail to the Rome police (pages 8 and 9). I 
would emphasize once again specifically, that it was Negri per- 
sonally who told me to rent the apartment on Via Galilei to pre- 
pare the Molotov cocktails for the guerrilla attack planned for 
12 December. He attributed a good deal of importance to this 
particular date, and vigorously argued for sticking to it even 

in all the arguments that followed discovery of the Molotov cock- 
tails. 


i remember, too, that one set of bottles was found under a car 
the night before the date set, and another batch in a car be- 
longing to the wife of a colleague who was an instructor in ar- 
chitecture at the university,that had been borrowed by Prof 
Alberto Magnaghi, also an instructor at the same school. 


[hat give me a suspicion that Magnaghi, too, had helped organize 
suerilla operations which, as it turned out, could not take place 
because the police found the Molotov cocktails first. 


Reply to direct question: As to Magnaghi, I can say with cer- 
tainty that at least until the Rome convention in September '71 
he was part of the PO leadership; after that I lost track of 
him, and heard only that after the PO was dissolved, he had 
joined Oreste Scalzone's group. 


{ recall that Magnaghi played a major part in the PO convention 
at Bologna in the fall of '70, particularly in connection with 
the major issue, which had to do with management of struggles. 
There were two opposing factions on that issue: on one side, 
those who wanted to manage the struggles by playing up high 
points of action and factory or regional groups who would act 

as inspiring examples to the other cells in the Organization; 

on the other were those who argued that the struggle had to be 
built up slowly and gradually through an organizing network put 
together plant by plant or zone by zone. This issue, which just 
barely surfaced here, was to be the root of the split that culmi- 
nated in the open conflict at Rosolina between the party line 

and the movement line, even though it was approached in a dif- 
ferent and sometimes contradictory way in this initial phase. 

At the Rome convention in September '71 there was a clear majo- 
rity consensus on the need to build the party and, in conso- 
nance with the so-called tilt toward insurrectionalism within 

the PO, from then on when you said "party" you meant "armed 
party." Negri, Piperno, Scalzone, Magnaghi, and others certainly 




















shared that majority view. Only a tiny minority would not go 
along, and some of them later quit PO. 


Reply to direct question: As to the urban guerrilla battle in 
Milan on 11 March 1972, I deny that I took part in it, because 

I belonged to FARO, while the battle had been planned and staged 
by the PO's security forces; as I learned directly from Tommei 
and Bellosi who had taken part in it, the clashes had been pre- 
arranged and had turned very rough indeed. Comrades from PO, 
Lotta Continua, and Gramsci did take part. In those days Tom- 
mei was in fact chief of the Gramsci security service; he 
joined PO after my return from Switzerland in November '72 and 
became one of Negri's most trusted men and one of the most pow- 
erful leaders in his organization. After the PO split following 
the Rosolina conference, Tommei played a very important part in 
recruiting former Gramsci cadres (from Varese and elsewhere) into 
Centronord. 


In connection to the events of 11 March 1972, both Tommei and 
Bellosi told me that they had been among protagonists, as co- 
ordinators of their respective security services. I cannot say 
whether or not the MSI people at the head of PO had a hand in 
planning and mounting the guerrilla battle, but in view of the 
size and gravity of the clashes, I cannot believe they could have 
stayed out of such an undertaking. 


Reply to direct question: About the apartment on Via Legnano, 
I repeat what I told the Rome police (p. 10); even though the 
apartment had been rented in my name, for some time I had gone 
there only rarely because, now that I was in the military wing 
of the organization, I could no longer have open contact with 
the headquarters and groups at the formal level of the organiza- 
tion, Potere Operaio. 


Actually, keeping the lease to the apartment in my name was a 
mistake, because it revealed that connection that should have 
been kept secret. 


The Via Legnano apartment had been intended as temporary lodging 
for organization members, and it was usually occupied by Vesce, 
Corradini, Fulvio Iannaco, Gloria Pescarolo, and Gianni Mainardi, 
who at the time were full-time cadres in PO. Toni Negri used to 
go there often too, because right then he was in Milan more often 
than in Padua. As for the clashes touched off by the security 
services, I remember hearing that there were frequent training 
sessions in the proper way to toss a Molotov cocktail. 


As for Gloria Pescarolo, I can say that I heard he had joined 
the BR in the second half of '73: I heard that from Negri and 
Bellavita, and from Pescarolo herself. 
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CONTROINFORMAZIONE Magazine 


Gloria Pescarolo had come to Milan trom Florence with a small 
Florentine PO group, including Corradini and Fulvio Iannaca, who 
was in Love with Gloria at the time, as reintorcements for the 
Milanese PO network, which was felt to be fairly short of man- 
power. I had learned from these people that Pescarolo was in 
the BR, and I might have met with her to talk some more about 
politics as we had started to do at the seashore in August of 
1974. Lazagna was a frequent overnight guest at Gloria's place 
at that time. 


Reply to direct question: As I told the Rome police (pp 23-24) 
I was not present at the Rosolina meeting because my role as a 
momber of the underground structure of Centronord had to be kept 
secret. I knew that there had been sharp and bitter disagreement 
at’ the conference between the Negri and Piperno-Scalzone lines. 
The conflict, however, had to do mainly with problems of tactics, 
not with strategy, which was still basically homogeneous. I can 
tell you nothing specific about relations among Negri, Piperno, 
and Scalzone after Negri quit PO. From some casual conversations 
T had with Secalzone in May 1975, or rather early in '75, I deduced 
that Negri, Piperno, and Scalzone himself were working on their 
own within a separate organization plan, but part of a common 
strategic approach. After the Rosolina conference there was a 
select meeting in Padua, which Negri invited me to attend. I 
refer to that meeting on pp 23-24 of the transcript of my hear- 
ing by the Rome police. It took place immediately after an or- 
ganization seminar held in Padua in July 1973. Certainly in at- 
tendance in addition to myself were Negri, Tommei, Egidio, and 
Silvana Marelli, and almost certainly Temil, maybe Liverano, 
Vesce, and Pancino, too. My wife was there too, but she had 
merely come along to keep me company. We talked about building 
up the organization's military structures, about training cadres. 
and about acts of sabotage to be carried out in factories. 





Negri's departure from PO caused no visible change in the struc- 
tures, strategy, or tactics of the organization he headed. Even 
atter the birth of the organized Autonomia Operaia, there was 
still the very same strategic approach calling for armed insur- 
rection against the state, and the same tactics based on a string 
of attacks on the system. 


You might even say that during this period Negri brought up the 
need for deepening our politico-military strategy of clashes 
with the state, and hence for improvement in our technical and 
logistical structures, vital to that strategy. 
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Reply to direct question: As for the ROSSO newspaper, it be- 
came an organ for agitation and political orientation for members 
of Autonomia Operaia Organizzata (A000) when the old ROSSO was 
taken over by the Gramsci group. The way to that takeover was 
paved by a series of meetings attended by representatives of 
Centronord and the Gramsci group, especially Negri and Tommei 
for the former, and Romano Madera and Arrighi (the economist ) 
for the Latter. 


The political relationship between Rosso and AOO was similar to 
that prevailing between CONTAOINFORMAZIONE and AUTONOMIA; the 
fact that Negri was one of the top editors and backers, with 
considerable political influence, at CONTROINFORMAZIONE magazine 
at least until the summer of 1974 was fairly widely known within 
the Organization. The magazine's editorial board also included 
Antonio Bellavita who, at least since 1973, had certainly been 

a BR spokesman. At the same time as Negri was playing a major 
role on CONTROINFORMAZIONE, he was acting as de facto manager 

or at least as a higher-up on the editorial board of ROSSO maga- 
zine. 


I would add that CONTROINFORMAZIONE magazine was born of an 
editorial policy plan designed tobring in a wide swathe of for- 
ces to the revolutionary left orbit. Taking part in the project 
were G.B. Lazagna, Negri, Antonio Bellavita, Atty Alessandro 
Casiccia, Tommei, Pio Baldelli, and Marco Liggino. I don't know 
if Ves-e was in on it. Events did not go according to plan, 
however, since they did not reflect the ideas of some of the 
backers. In fact, once the Zero issue was on the streets a hot 
fight broke out, though it had already been smouldering among 
the editorial staff, with particular reference to the article on 
the struggles at Fiat-Mirafiori. Baldelli and Casiccia resigned; 
I remember particularly one remark Casiccia got off: "If Bella- 
vita is working for the CIA he'd better tell me right now, and 
then we'll forget about it." I suppose Liggini quit, too. 


As for Lazagna, I learned that he had different views as to the 
timing of the armed struggle: in that connection I think it was 
Negri himself who said to me one day, criticizing Lazagna, "He 
sees the armed struggle as a long-term thing, 20 years from now 
»»eHe thinks too much about work among the masses." According 
to what I heard, Lazagna pulled out of CONTROINFORMAZIONE over 
differences that had come up over the timing of armed struggle. 


Potere Operaio, c/o General Delivery, Zurich 


Speaking of Lazagna, J can say that he had been active in GAP un- 
til Feltrinelli's death, as I was told with specific detail by 
two of the minor defendants in the trial of the Genoa 22 October 
gang. After that, I am not sure whether or not he joined any 
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organization on a permanent basis, although it was known that 
he was hanging around the fringes of the BR. I had met Lazagna 
early in '73 at Tommei's house. 1 learned that he had gone to 
Padua at least once after Pietro Valpreda was freed, to make a 
speech there. 


Reply to direct question: As for G.B. Marongiu I can say that 
he was one of the top people in PO to come out in favor of the 
Negri line at the Rome convention. He seemed to me to be one of 
the most firmly committed to armed insurrection against the state 
and in favor of the armed party. 


Reply to direct question: I do in fact recall that there was 
an international office for PO with headquarters in Zurich, at 
least starting in the fall of '72. I never attended any meet- 
ings of that organization, though I did attend some meetings 
which, in reference to the activities of that body, touched on 
matters relating to PO liaison with Swiss, French, and above all 
German networks. At some of these meetings I had occasion to 
sit down with Negri, Gigi Galli, and Giorgio Della Eco-Libri. 
The magazine KLASSEN KAMPF was part of this international plan. 
I believe that Negri was part of the PO's international bureau, 
but I don't recall the names of anybody else who was. I may 
wish to provide additional information relating to the matters 
on which I have been questioned. 


Statement read, approved, and signed. 


Dr P. Calogero 
For inspection and for forfeiting deposit © 
for Atty Tarsitano. 
Dr A. Spataro 
Be it recorded that this transcript has been 
made in two originals, one of which is to be 
delivered to Dr Spataro, Deputy Attorney General, Milan 


Milan: 'Good Friend' Saronio, Good for Cash 


Transcript of Hearing 

Transcript of deposition freely given under 

Art. 348-bis CPP 

1l January 1979 
before us, Dr Armando Spataro, D.A., Milan, (by) Carlo Fioroni, 
born at Cittiglio, Varese on 18 June 1943, held on other charges. 


In opening remarks the D.A. noted that this is an interrogation 
of Carlo Fioroni, charged or indicted in other criminal proced- 
ings under Art 348-bis of the CPP, for all facts which may have 

a bearing, directly or indirectly, on inquiries now under way 

in Milan into subversive movements active in that city, and spe- 
cifically into the Prima Linea organization and others subordi- 
nate to or connected with it, as well as into episodes previously 
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matter ‘or criminal procedings (including those concluded with 
final first-degree sentence) before the Milan A.G., episodes 
into which, however, in the light of statements made to the 
Rome magistrate and the Padua public prosecutor, clearly re- 
quire renewed investigation. 


Fioroni was informed that, with reference to those acts which 
may give rise to criminal charges against him, he has the right 
to appoint counsel of his choice, and to remain silent, but 
that this will not hinder continuation of the inquiry. 


Illegal Financing 


Ficroni stated: I name as counsel of my choice Attorneys Mar- 
cello Gentili of the Milan bar and Fausto Tarsitano of the Ro- 
man bar. Present is Att... Gentili, also representing Att. Tar- 
sitano. Att. Gentili, introducing a true copy of the writ of 
extradition handed down by the Swiss Federal tribunal and dated 
27 April 1977, stipulates that Fioroni's agreement to be ques- 
tioned shall not imply his waiver of immunity or of the limits 
of jurisdiction imposed by the Swiss writ of extradition. 


Fioroni stated: I am aware of my right not to respond and 
state that I choose to respond, agreeing to be questioned as 
well on matters not contemplated in the writ of extradition, 
within the limits stipulated by the defense. I agree to be 
questioned on all matters you see fit to raise, and I do so for 
the reasons of a moral nature I stated before the examining 
magistrate in Kome. 


Duly noting the foregoing, the P.M. stipulated that any state- 
ments made by Fiorino shall not constitute a waiver to the li- 
mits placed upon Italian jurisdiction in the writ of extradi- 
tion. 


It is duly noted that Dr Pietro Calogero, Assistant D.A., Padua, 
has been put in charge of the questioning, as a result of the 
connections which may exist between the matters covered by the 
present interrogation and | those now under investigation in] 
Padua. 


Reply to direct question: Before I begin, I confirm all state- 
ments made by me in recent days before the examining magistrate 
in Rome and before the public prosecutor of Padua today, in the 
presence of my defense counsel. I consent and request that they 
be made an integral part of the transcript. 


Question: Would you tell us in detail what you have already 

told the examining magistrate in Rome (pp 34 et seq. of tran- 
script) in connection with the Saronio kidnaping, a crime for 
which you have already been tried and sentenced in the first 

degree? 
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Answer: I see no reason why not, confirming, of course, what 
I have already told the Roman magistrate about it. 


I do think, however, that I must, in order for you to under- 
stand fully what I have said and am going to say about e Saro- 
nio kidnaping, set forth some some indispensable information as 
to the background of Casirati and [Miss] Carrobbio and conse- 
quently as to the emergence of criminal undertakings and plans 
developed to finance the subversive political organization hea- 
ded by Negri, of which I spoke briefly on pages 5 and 6 of the 
transcript of today's date of the statements made to the Paduan 
public prosecutor, to which I refer. 


Well, then, the organization run by Negri and the others I have 
identified, operating initially under the name of Centronord and 
subsequently without any specific name, obviously had the prob- 
lem of finding sources of funds to pay for its illegal opera- 
tions. 


Obviously, the fin2ncing could be done only through illegal chan- 
nels; however, since at that time there was nobody in the or- 
ganization technically capable of mounting kidnapping or illegal 
detention (which are far more lucrative), the original idea was 
to steal things, particularly works of art, and then sell them 
illegally. We were thinking of art works that were relatively 
wiguarded, such as a painting by Lorenzo Lotto of a Virgin and 
Child, which hung in a church at Alba. That painting was picked 
out of a tourist guide. I went to Alba once with Beppe, whom I 
mentioned to the P.M. in Padua, and with his girl to case the 
church. The painting hung on the left of the entrance, closer 
to it than to the altar. The church stood on a piazza in Alba. 
I may have gone there a second time to check it out again with 
Caterina Pilenga. Negri knew about the theft that was to be 
committed. 


The actual theft was committed by a man who worked at Alfa Romeo- 
Arese who had ties to Centronord: Sardinian by birth, he had a 
stormy past, with a record as a common criminal; and by Caterina 
Pilenga. The painting was tucked into her car. They brought it 
to Padua and delivered it to Egidio, who had undertaken to fence 
it. The story of that painting is complicated, because it turned 
out to be hard to sell, so it was taken to Milan in the hope of 
finding a buyer there. It seems to me that early in March '75 

a read a story in the paper about the discovery and seizure of 
the painting (all trace of which had been lost in the interim). 

1 knew that Carlo Casirati (who had meanwhile joined the organi- 
zation, as I shall recount later) was to take charge of selling 
the painting. As I was told afterwards by Silvana Marelli, who 
lived with Egidio, not only the prospective buyers arrived at 

the appointed place to take delivery of the painting, but the 
carabinieri as well, and they arrested Alice Carrobbio, who 
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lived with Casirati, although she was freed after a week or so 
of detention. 


Silvana Marelli also told me that Caterina Pilenga had escaped 
arrest by the skin of her teeth, as had somebody else from the 
organization whose name I was not told. 


Reply to direct question: That Beppe I just mentioned was a 
man who I believe lived on the first or second cross-street to 
the left of the Corso di Porta Ticinese as you come down from 
the San Lorenzo columns; at the time he was 23 or 24, and by 
now he would be 30 at most. 


He had come originally from Val Sesia, had done military service 
in Rome, had been living in Milan for a couple of years, and was 
living with a woman who was also from Val Sesia -- a short girl 
about my height -- 1.65 meters or so. She had a Diane. 


To help you identify Beppo I can tell you that he had some con- 
tact as a soldier in Rome with a young Roman, whose name I do 
not recall, but who would be about my age now. This Roman kid, 
who joined the organization with Beppo, came to live on Via Ruf- 
fini -- I think at number 3 -- in Milan. The Roman had worked 
for a big American company (at least I seem to remember he did) 
at the top of Via Meravigli as you come from Piazza Cordusio. 
It was the first building on Via Meravigli at the corner of Via 
Dante. The Roman kid worked there as a commercial artist, 
along with Lele Madera, formerly of the Gramsci group, who was 
marricd to Romano Madera of ROSSO magazine. 


Oreste Strano's 'Prestige' 


Reply to direct question: Romano Madera joined the organization 
as an important member, mainly to take charge, in the initial 
phase, of bringing a small core of members of the old Gramsci 
group into ours. His wife, Lele, belonged to the organization, 
too, and I have heard nothing of either of them since my arrest. 


Reply to direct question : The Roman kid, Beppe's friend, 
though, after he quit his job and got a big severance check, 
joined the organization full time. 


When I was arrested he was still living on Via Ruffini, across 
from the Fratelli Bandiera elementary school: it was a big old 
building, one of those well-built middle-class ones. 


Rer'y to direct question : About that worker at the Arese plant 
who took part in the theft of the painting, I can tell you that 
he, too, was a short guy. no more than 25 or 26 at the time, and 
{t think his name really was Giuseppe. He married a sociologist 








or a sociology student in Trento. So far as I know, he still 
works at Alta Romeo~Arese. 


Getting back to the need to find ways of financing the Organi- 
zation, a way suddenly appeared to do it, but it meant taking 
Oreste Strano of Navaro into the Organization. According to 
what I heard, the contacts for getting Strano into the Organiza- 
tion (Centronord) were handled by Marco Tommei. Strano joined 
the Organization with considerable prestige and with a string 

of contacts in the underworld which he had already used to find 
money for the Marxist-Leninist Communist Party (PC (M=-L) and 

for its military organization. Actually, when he left or was 
kicked out of the PC(M-L), Strano took with him a small hard 
core of people deeply loyal to him, and a stock of weapons and 
explosives, and he explained that relations had already been es- 
tablished with the underworld to set up several coups (robbery, 
and so on), with 50 percent of the proceeds to go to the hit men 
and 50 percent to the Organization. 


Reply to direct question: I personally saw Strano's weapons in 
Novara at his house, before he brought them to Milan; I saw two 
Biretta machineguns, one with a long perforated barrel which 
looked to me like an old model, and the other shorter and cer- 
tainly newer; then I saw several sticks of dynamite in metal 
containers, a quantity of fuses, three or four pistols -- what 
type T could not say -- and a quantity of ammunition. That was 
in the fall of 1973. 


Strano's prestige also stemmed from his having taken part in mi- 
litary training at a Palestinian camp (as he told me himself ; 
for that matter, everybody knew it) and from his international 
connections. 


My tirst or one of my first meetings with Strano came at Cate- 
rina Pilenga's house where we met while she was away, with Tom- 
mei. It was there, I believe, that he referred to negotiations 
he had under way with the underworld for getting money out of 
robberies, burglaries, and the like. 


Casirati: Point Man 


Through Strano I met and got into contact with Casirati in the 
late spring of 1974. Present at our appointment in addition to 
Casirati were Rossano Cochis and another person from Bergamo. 
The meeting took place at an ice-cream bar in Piazza Gramsci. 
They were looking for Casirati right then because he had escaped 
from San Vittore, and he was already using his alias of Antonio. 


Immediately after he joined the organization Casirati took on a 
role of considerable importance, and I noticed that he was very 
shortly in contact with the Padua military group, particularly 
with Egidio and Toni Liverani. 
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Reply to direct question: I would point out that Casirati, al- 
though he came trom the underworld and had ties with it, was not 
somebody foreign to the Organization; he joined it on a perma- 
nent basis, with Strano to vouch for him, all the while maintain- 
ing his ties with the underworld and with people like De Vuono, 
etc. Both Casirati and Alice Corrobbio (who had taken the alias 
of Longari) used expressions in conversation that might indicate 
their membership in or contact with the PC (M-L): for example, 
they consistently used the word "party" to refer to the Organi- 
zation. Casirati's entry into the Organization came in the 
spring of 1974: as of that time we began to speak openly and in 
practical terms within the Organization about kidnaping for pro- 
fit. Names were proposed as potential kidnapees, including a 
member of the Pirelli family. The talk about kidnapping went on 
at the executive level of the Organization or, more precisely, 
at the secret level of Autonomia Organizzata, at the summit of 
which were Negri, Tommei, Pancino, and the other people I men- 
tioned in the earlier hearing before the Padua prosecutor. 


As for the actual execution of the kidnapings, the point man 
turned out to be Casirati. 


I personally on at least one occasion spoke directly with Negri 
about plans to kidnap people; I got confirmation from him of 
the importance of this plan to the Organization. I had that talk 
with Negri after the summer vacation of 1974 in Milan, while we 
were both at a political organization meeting. Actually we began 
thinking about possible places to be equipped like prisons to 
hold the «xidnap victims, and we considered comrades in the Orga- 
nization or sympathizers as people who might be able and willing 
to make houses available for that purpose. 


To this end, Tommei ordered me directly to make contact with one 
Franco Gavazzeni of Bergamo, son of the famous musician Giannan- 
drea Gavazzeni and brother-in-law of Nanni Ricordi. Gavazzeni 

was from Bergamo, and he had had ties with the Organization since 
perhaps the beginning of '73, since he owned houses considered 
safe lodgings for Organization activists. For one thing, he had 
given shelter in 1973 to Bonavita, when he was being sought as 

a member of the BR. 


Actually, Gavazzeni had a role in the Organization's logistics 
section. I had met Gavazzeni at a meeting I attended at his 
house in Bergamo at the beginning of '73, along with Negri and 
Tommei. It was a political gathering of a general nature. At 
that and at later encounters I noticed that Gavazzeni was a sym- 
pathizer with the BR and with Lotta Armata. Between these first 
meetings and the one I had with Gavazzeni on the kidnaping plan 
came another incident which involved Gavazzeni himself. Around 
the fall of '73, Tommei told me to go and see Gavazzeni, who had 
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plenty ot money available, to ask him for 3 million lire the 
Organization needed to buy a batch of Skorpions. As Tommei told 
me, these weapons were available for sale and on display at an 
Austrian gun shop, and the information had been supplied by a 
source in Trieste, an assistant to Prof Collotti at Trieste Uni- 
versity. 


I went to see Gavazzeni at his family's house in downtown Milan 
and told him what we wanted and why (to buy the Skorpions); I 
vaguely recall that Gavazzeni did not give me the money at once, 
but later in Treviglio where he told me to meet him in a bank 
where I believe he had an account. In the end I got the 3 mil- 
lion in cash. Two trips were made to buy the guns: one of them 
was made by Marco Bellavita and his girl, who had stopped first 
in Trieste to pick up the person who could show them the way to 
the gun shop; that was a different person from the teaching as- 
sistant who had given the tip to Tommei. The trip proved fruit- 
less because the three got the impression that they were being 
tailed by the police. Oreste Strano made the second trip, and 

I am almost certain that his wife, Brunilde Pertramer, went 


That trip failed, too, for the same reason. Egidio was certainly 
aware of the weapons buy, because it was he who told me that the 
Trieste contact (from whom Prof Collotti's assistant had got the 
Lip he had passed on to Tommei) might be either a police infor- 
mer or under police surveillance. 


Getting back to the kidnapings, specifically to the assignment 

I got from Tommei, I remember speaking about it to Gavazzeni and 
having asked him if he had any houses available that could be 
used for holding prisoners for ransom. Gavazzeni replied that 
he had no premises available. 


The Meeting With Franceschini 


Tommei assigned me to make contact for the same purpose (finding 
"prisons" for kidnap victims) with the Red Brigades. And, 
through Antonio Bellavita, I got in tovch with Franceschini. I 
am talking about the same meeting, immediately after the Rossi 
kidnaping, that I mentioned to the Padua prosecutor. Frances- 
chini turned down my request on the grounds that the BR believed 
that it would be better if each organization were to set up its 
own structures. 


I certainly had conversation about the plan to kidnap people so 
as to raise money for the Organization with Casirati and, if I 
remember correctly, with Strano as well, talking about it as a 
decision that had already been reached at Organization summit. 











I remember talking, for purposes of getting information about 
likely people for kidnaping, with Carlo Saronio, who had for 
some time been part of the Organization's secret structure, as 
I told the magistrate in Rome. Saronio told me hy was ready to 
provide information about the Invernizzi family, who lived in 
the same building as he did, although their entrance was back 
off the Corso Venezia. As I think back over all these things, 
I realize now to what heights of collective madness the Organi- 
zation's logic wae driving us. 


This conversation took place on Saronio's return from a trip to 
the United States. I do not know whether or not Saronio got 

the information I asked for or to whom he may have given it. I 
did that job, in fact, as part of the mission originally given 
me by Tommei; I was busy with other things, mainly handling re- 
lations with the Varesotto circle, of which I shall have more to 
say later, as well as a little missionary work with Cristina 
Cazz‘niga and Franco Prampolini, former AOO sympathizers, about 
expanding the Organization's logistics system. 


That was around the same time as the attack on Face Standard in 
Pizzonasco, about which I told the magistrate in Rome. 


In December 1974, moreover, 1 fled again to Switzerland when the 
Turin police put out arrest warrants. 


While I was in Switzerland in January 1975, I had a visit in Lau- 
sanne from an Organization woman of about 30 or 35 whose name was 
Laura (though that may have been an alias), whom Negri had sent 
to set up the rendezvous in Brigue (I refer you to what I told 
the Rome magistrate about that). At that time Laura told me 
about an abortive kidnaping of somebody who had heen set up by 
the Organization. She told me that the person who was supposed 
to be kidnaped (she also told me his name, but I can't recall it 
just now, though I do remember it was somebody in industry, may- 
be a textile executive) had managed to escape, and had not imme- 
diately reported the attempt. 


Who Decided To Kidnap Saronio 


Now, as for what happened on my return from Switzerland, I refer 
you to the transcript of my statement to the Rome magistrate. 


Reply to direct question: The first time I heard any mention 
of a plan to kidnap Saronio it was Silvana Marelli who told me. 
On my return from Switzerland, she told me that Casirati was 
doing research and gathering information preparatory to the kid- 
naping. Silvana Marelli is the person I referred to at the hear- 
ing, though not by name. What I said was that a person, whose 
name I did not give (and I explained that refusal plainly on 
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ground that that person, whom I would have involved in the case, 
might meanwhile have gone through the same process of realiza- 
tion and self-criticism as I), had spoken to me in those terms 
about Casirati. 


Reply to direct question: When Egidio told me to go and see 
Casirati who had to talk to me, we met in a bar in Garibaldi 
station in Milan, and we had just come out of [Miss| Marelli's 
house on Via Castelfidardo. It was about the middle of March 
1975. From the way Egidio talked about it, I was sure that it 
was something of great importance, 


A few days later, in the morning, I went to Casirati's house in 
Sesto San Giovanni, and he told me that the Organization had de- 
cided to kidnap Carlo Saronio and that the kidnaping was to be 
made to look like a Mafia job. About all these events leading 
up to my arrest, I confirm what I told the magistrate in Rome 
(pp 37 et seq.). 


Reply to direct question: As I said earlier under questioning, 
I had no doubt that Saronio's kidnaping had been decided upon 
by the Organization. 


Reply to direct question: By "Organization" I mean the top 
leadership, which at the time consisted of Negri and the people 
i have already named. The conviction that the decision on the 
kidnaping had been made by the top leadership sprang to mind 
instantly from a whole string of circumstances: in the first 
place, from the way Casirato told me about the kidnap plan, and 
from my own knowledge of his personality, which led me to rule 
out absolutely any chance that he would take so grave a step on 
his own without a decision's being handed down to him; in the 
second place from the very importance and delicacy of the ope- 
ration, which called for the kidnaping of a well known member 
of the Organization whom, obviously, no Organization member 
would have dared touch without the consent and direct orders of 
the top leadership; and lastly from the size of the ransom to 
be asked (5 billion lire). All these considerations, which I 
now state upon careful reflection in response to your question, 
actually flashed into my mind all at once at that time, and in- 
stantly gave me the certainty I mentioned. 


Reply to direct question: During the kidnaping, immediately 
after it was done but before I was arrested, Casirati certainly 
went at least twice to Padua. On one occasion, as he told me 
himself, he went there “about the matter in hand." Naturally I 
took that to mean that the trip was connected with the kidnap- 
ing. The second time, Casirati met Egidio and Toni Liverani in 
Padua, as Casirati told me and Egidio confirmed. 
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Reply to direct question: I cannot say whether or not Casirati, 
who you say was a guest at Negri's house at least once, was 
staying there at this time and on the occasion of one of those 
two trips. 


Reply to direct question: I note that Negri told the Rome ma- 
gistrate that he let Casirati stay with him at my request. f 
categorically deny the circumstances. I am available for any 
confrontation on this point and on everything I have said. I 
certainly did not introduce Casirati to Negri. 


Alarm and Confusion Prevail 


Reply to direct question: Amid all the alarm or confusion that 
ensued in the Organization over the kidnaping of one of its mem- 
bers, heightened by concern lest somebody outside should discover 
that Saronio was one of AOO, and lest that should lead to speedy 
action against the Milan group, Negri took the initiative in set- 
ting up a commission of inquiry consisting of me, Silvana Marel- 
li, and Caterina Pilenga, just to keep the rank and file quiet. 
Silvana Marelli was the one who informed me that Negri had sum- 
moned us to a meeting. It took place in a tearoom in the back 
of a pastry shop on Piazza De Angelis. There were seven or 
eight people there, including Negri, myself, Silvana Marelli, 
Caterina Pilenga, and three or four other people I had never 
seen before, who were there as Organization activists. I never 
saw those people again. 


The commission did practically nothing except for one contact I 
made, at Silvana Marelli's suggestion, with Silvia Latini, who 
was engaged to Carlo Saronio, and whom I had known since 1971, 
for the purpose of finding out what the victim's family thought. 
Silvana seemed quite calm when I saw her, and she said that 
Saronio's family was not particularly worried. 


I told Silvana Marelli about this conversation with Silvia La- 
tini. I have always thought that the purpose of the inquiry 
Negri arranged was not what it seemed: actually it was designed 
to soothe the Organization's rank and file, and to lessen the 
likelihood of anybody's deciding to conduct an investigation on 
his own. The purpose of the commission was most certainly not 

to inquire into whether or not the Organization was behind the 
kidnaping, or had been pulled off by others against it, since, 
because of what I have just told you, there was no way that Negri 
or other members of the commission would not have known all about 
it. It was Silvana Marelli herself who spoke plainly to me about 
it, as I have just told you. 


Reply to direct question: Silvana Marelli knew Casirati well. 
In August of 1974, she and Egidio had gone on vacation to one of 
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the Aeolian Islands, I believe it was, along with 
Miss. Carrobbio. 


Casirati and 


Reply to direct question: Egidio usec to come to Milan prac- 


tically every week, and stay at Silvana Marelli's 
| recollect, this was standard procedure up until 
arrest. 


In addition to what I told the magistrate in Rome, 


house. As 
the time of my 


I must say 


that in the hearing and at the preliminary procedings, so as not 


to contradict Prampolini, I kept silent about the 
compartment in the gas tank of his car (which was 


fact that the 
made to hold 


the money to be taken to Switzerland) was not installed in Milan, 
as Prampolini said, but in Reggio Emilia. Prampolini told me 


so himself, and added that the work had been done 
at his house. 


in the garage 


Reply to direct question: When Alceste Campanile was killed in 
Reggio Emilia, a few days after Cazzaniga, Prampolini, and I 
were arrested in Lugano, and we got the news in jail there, 
Prampolini seemed deeply saddened by it, saying that Alcesie was 


a comrade he had known well, and was his friend; 


later on, he 


said: "It must have been the fascists -- at least let's hope 


SO. " 


Reply to direct question: I never met Campanile 
Reggio Emilia people. 


Reply to direct question: In Reggio, as he told 
reporting to Negri had been set up under cover of 
tion effort. I don't know what stage this Reggio 
nor who belonged to it. Prampolini never told me 


or any of the 


me, a group 
the coordina- 
group was in, 
and so he 


never told me whether or not Campanile had belonged to it. 


Reply to direct question; It would be mere guesswork for me 
to theorize that Campanile's death were somehow connected with 


his knowing about the money in the compartment in 


Prampolini's 


car and his knowing that the money itself had come from ransom 


collected from the kidnaping of a comrade. 


Reply to direct question: On my own initiative, 


I used Pram- 


polini and Cazzaniga to get the ransom money out of the country, 
because both of them, by then reliable members of the Organiza- 
tion, kept in close touch with me. While in a way the presence 
of the girl {Cazzaniga] was a help in getting the money recy- 
cled, 1 was thinking of Prampolini because during that same time 
(the fall of 1974), he and I had been busy making contacts in 
Varesotto, as I shall explain later; and so, I repeat, we had 


been in very close touch. 
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Reply to direct question: Prampolini and |Miss| Cassaniga 
were the only ones who knew that we were handling "dirty" money, 
but they did not know that it had come from the Saronio kid- 
naping or that the kidnaping had been the work of the Organiza- 
tion to which they themselves belonged. 


At least I never told them so. 


Reply to direct question; In addition to kidnaping, the Organi- 
zation's search for funds to operate with, particularly after 
Strano and Casirati joined, expanded into other areas of crim, 
such as burglary and theft. 


I can tell you specifically about the three plans to engage in 
armed robbery, all of which failed or were not even attempted, 
but which had been planned by Strano, Casirati, and activists 
from the Veneto. In fact, from what i learned, the initial 
planning for those jobs had been done by Egidio, Liverani, and 
Baio. All three robberies were to take place in the Veneto. 


One in the Marghera zone, called for stealing the payroll from 
a plant in the industrial zone, I think the Petrolchimico plant. 
They had hoped to get around 500 million lire in that haul, if 
I remember correctly. I don't think the job was ever even at- 
tempted, because one or two of the men who were to help Casi- 
rati with the job happened to get arrested for something else; 
the Veneto group was responsible only for providing them with 
safe hiding places. A second armed robbery plan was aborted; 
according to what I heard Tommei drove the people who wcre sup- 
posed to do it to Venice, and again, one of them was arrested: 
I heard this from either Tommei or Egidio. In fact, the caper 
planned that time was more of a bag-snatching than a robbery, 
and it called for very special skill and dexterity, but I don't 
know where or on whom it was to be pulled. 


What Is 'Expropriated Property' Worth? 


A third armed robbery failed in operation, and it was aimed at 
stealing a school payroll, maybe in Padua. According to what 

I heard, I think from Egidio, it went wrong because a car dif- 
ferent from the one they had expected drove up to the stakeout 
area. When they realized what was up, Cochis followed the bank 
messenger, who in the meantime had got out of his car and was 
heading for the school, but he couldn't catch up with him. On 
that occasion, Casirati was with Colchis. 


Since the bank messenger didn't realize that anybody was trying 
to rob him, there was never any report made of the attempt, or 
I think that was why. The only one that succeeded, as far as I 
know, was a burglary in an apartment in Padua or Venice, that 








brought in a big album of stamps which was very valuable, plus 
some large silver pieces. I saw Tommei looking at the album, 
and he told me where it had come from. It was either Tommei or 
Casirati, if I remember correctly, who told me that Casirati 
and Cochis had committed the burglary. 


The episodes I have just mentioned took place between the late 
spring of 1974 and September of that same year. 


In the course of one of the meetings between Curcio and Negri 
which I happened to be present at, I noticed the different sig- 
nificance the two of them attached to expropriation as an acti- 
vity designed to acquire money and property to finance the Orga- 
nization. 


For Curcio expropriation was not merely a way to get operating 
money, but was primarily a way to attack the bourgeois capitalist 
system, in consonance with the broad strategic aims of the Or- 
ganization. 


But for Negri, expropriation had no such political or strate | 
significance, but was merely a practical means to an end: he 
used to say that money was where you found it, and dismissed 
Curcio's argument as ideological. 


Reply to direct question: From what I have already said, it is 
clear that Brunilde Pertramer had followed Oreste Strano into 
the Organization. At first, her commitment was complete, but 
later on I noticed that she was gradually moving away from the 
Organization, and taking an ever more intense interest in femi- 
nism. 


Reply to direct question: When I saw the weapons at Strano's 
house, Brunilde Pertramer was not there. I never saw her with 
weapons. She came to Val Grande when we were doing pistol tar- 
get practice, which I think I mentioned to the Rome police, but 
she always kept away from the practice area. I am talking here 
about the episode recorded on page 28 of the transcriptof the 
Rome interiogation. That brother of Antonio Bellavita's who 
was there was Marco. At that camp I noticed Roberto Serafini's 
remarkable ability as a pistol shot. He could hit very small 
targets at great distances, and furthermore he was very quick 
at firing. It seems that he had been trained from childhood 
in the use of firearms. 


Reply to direct question: As for this Roberto Serafini, he 
joined the Organization in 1973, before Oreste Strano. Sera- 
fini climbed fast in the Organization, both because of his mi- 
litary skills and because he proved to be intelligent, decisive, 
and quick in his reflexes: in short, he had all the qualities 
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of a military leader. Besides, as I told the Roman magistrate, 
he had a way with kids: he made them "grow up." I remember 
that one of his pupils was Fo's son, Jacopo. although I hear 
that he left the military cells that were being formed then very 
soon after joining. 


One more qualitative leap for Serafini in his clout in the Or- 
ganization came with the Argelato business; he attended the 
meeting where they decided to pull that job, as I learned from 
one of those who did it, a medical student who was arrested on 
the Swiss border, while we were both in jail at Lugano. Appa- 
rently Serafini was in close touch with another one of those 
involved: Bruno Vali, who later committed suicide in jail. 


Serafini also had the assignment of maintaining relations with 
Bologna circles. He had very close ties with Toni Negri. 


He was certainly present at Pizzonasco, as I learned at the 
post-mortem meeting which I attended. 


Question: Even though chronologically the name appeared for the 
first time after your arrest, can you tell us anything about 
the name "Prima Linea?" 


Answer: Yes. I must say that the moment that name surfaced and 
I had a chance to read some of the pamphlets and ideological do- 
cuments published in various papers, I was immediately struck 

by the absolute identity between the language used by Prima Li- 
nea and the unmistakable jargon of AOO, especially by that speci- 
fic group directly under Negri, Piperno, and Scalzone. The 
language is identical both in the manner of speaking and in the 
very vocabulary. 


Curcio Opposed Explosives 


This conviction was further strengthened by another comparison: 
the use of explosives which often occurs in attacks claimed by 
Prima Linea. Well, while Curcio and the BR were against the 
use of explosives (here I am quoting what I heard Curcio say) 
because they were traditionally a fascist trademark, the use of 
explosives was perfectly acceptable to and practiced by Negri's 
group, FARO, and the other groups I have meutioned previously 
as falling into the same structure, or perhaps I should say the 
same pattern. Furthermore, the distribution of major episodes 
important to the PO in the Varesotto (like the raid in Tradate 
in which R. Tognini was killed) or in the Como area, reminded 
me of the work I had been assigned to do and was doing, speci- 
Fically in the Varese area, along with Prampolini. I thought, 
that is, that those contacts to which Negri and the others at~ 
tached so much importance were obviously beginning to bear fruit. 
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Reply to direct question: In the Varese region there was a 
large network of Negri's Organization with roots going back to 
PO and particularly to the Gramsci group. At one meeting where 
Negri, Madera, Tommei, and Pancino were present, I was assigned 
to the long-term job of working in Varese and in the province 
at setting up an efficient Organization system. 


On at least two different occasions I spoke about it specifically 
with Madera, who had first-hand knowledge of the people in the 
area and of their background. 


Among the people I got in touch with I remember in the fall of 
1974 one who was very important, a young man of about 23 to 25, 
from Besozzo, where he was a schoolteacher (though I am not sure 
that he taught in Besozzo). He looked a lot like Galli, the 
Swiss member of the Organization. I don't remember the name of 
this person who lived in Besozzo, though I should certainly re- 
member it if somebody mentioned it. I remember exactly where he 
lived, in upper Besozzo. 


Then I contacted a young man from Luino, rather short, who may 
have been the one you mentioned just now, Massimo Battisaldo, 
although I am not sure. 


Then I was also to meet a very important person from Varese -- 
though I didn't have time, who had done a tremendous job there, 
working so hard that he had to be taken to a sanitorium (as Ma- 
dera told me). I seem to recall that his name was Alberto but 
again I am not sure. If I heard the name, I might remember it. 


Reply to direct question: Bruna Fabio, the name you mention, 
was probably one of the people Madero told me to see. [I did 
not meet her. The other names, Pietro Guido Felice, Giananto- 
nio di Zanetti, Sergio Bianchi, Maria Rosa Belloli, and Zoni, 
ring no bells. I may have met Brusa. 


‘Saetta' Is Franco Piperno 


Answer to direct question: Silvana Marelli, as you will have 
learned from all the questions I have answered hitherto, was 
unquestionably somebody of importance in the Organization, at 
least in Milan, and one who had been a member of PO since its 
inception. 


Answer to direct question: Arrigo Cavallina also entered the 
Organization's military structures. He came from Verona, and 
had good cover as a teacher. He also joined the Organization 
in 1973, and was given operational assignments. As I have al- 
ready said, he may have been at Fizzonasco. 


Reply to direct question : At the time of my arrest, Cavallina 
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was certainly in the Organization, and had been arrested a short 
time before at the gates of Milan. 


Reply to direct question: The name of Enrica Migliorati means 
nothing to me. I note that she may have been tied in with Caval- 
lina. I knew Cavallina's girl, who also belonged to the Orga- 
nization, at least as long as she stayed in Milan. I don't know 
whether she was Migliorati or not. The girl of Cavallino's I 
know (and could recognize in a photograph) was the one mentioned 
in a book about prisons written by Cavallina as a person to whom 
some letters were sent. 


About Cavallina, I must add that it was Negri who got him to 
come to Milan. 


Reply to direct question : Having been asked whether I could ° 
clear up a few unexplained points in the Gap-Feltrinelli affair, 
a trial that ended in a first degree sentence, I reply, to 
direct questions, that I cannot tell you who the people were who 
used the aliases of Bruna Anselmi, Anna Bergamini, or Mario 
Imbonati. I have already told the Rome GI what I know abovc 
"Gunter." 


"Saetta," as I have already said, was Piperno. 


I note that Feltrinelli's appointment book shows dates with peo- 
le known as “Merx" and "Gallo Bruno"; I don't know who they are, 
or if Gallo Bruno is an alias. 


All I can say is that when I was arrested, they took away the 
letter from Piperno signed "Elio," and they also took away, I 
think, some pictures of women which were to be used for false 
documents. These were photos of two women who at the time were 
members of PL. The girls themselves had given me the pictures 
to make false documents for them. I coudn"t fix the documents 
myself, and I was planning to give them to Osvaldo (Feltrinelli, 
that is), or to Morucci. Well, those two girls were one Berga- 
mini, her first name escapes me right now, who lived on Corso 
Buenos Aires halfway between Via Tunisia and Piazza Lima, on 
the left as you come from the Bastioni; the other was Bruna 
Colombo, who then got in touch with Oreste Scalzone. Both of 
them were simply messengers or couriers in PI, and as I recol- 
lect they both subsequently dropped out. Certainly the Berga- 
mini girl dropped out immediately, while the Colombo girl still 
writes to me in prison (her last letter reached me at the end 
of October this year), and seems to be going through a deep 
crisis, interested in the political path I followed until my 
recent decisions. Bruna Colombo came from Albaville, and hung 
around Como. 
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Reply to direct question; Having been asked to describe the 
interrogation to which Dr Bevere subjected me when the carabi- 
nieri locked me up after Feltrinelli's death, I remember first 
of all that, the moment I was taken to the barracks, I thought 
to myself that this time I would wind up in San Vittore. When 
Dr Bevere got there, we were left in the room alone. Our con- 
versation, counting the interruption I shall tell you about, 
did not last very long -- at most 45 minutes or an hour. I told 
Dr Bevere what I had told the carabinieri and which is shown in 
the hearing report. I don't remember having signed anything at 
all, though. At one point he was called out of the room by 
somebody who said that Dr Allegra of the questura wanted him on 
the telephone. I thought that Allegra would have told him about 
the result of the searches that had taken place several days 
earlier, which would have worsened my position. I should ex- 
plain that prior to that phone call I had been telling myself 
how lucky I was because I had understood at once that Dr Bevere 
would not have had me arrested (I thought so because of the 
familiar tone he used, so casual that I didn't feel that I was 
being formaily interrogated), but the phone call from Allegra 
meant that things could go wrong for me. 


Instead, when Dr Bevere came back into the room, he smiled and 
said to me, "Professor, they tell me down at the questura that 
you are a red-hot revolutionary, but don't worry about that be- 
cause it doesn't concern us; please go on." When it was over, 
he said to me, smiling as he commented on what I had said, 
"Professor, your version stands up very well; you may go now, 
but don't leave town, right?" I said I would be available, but 
that same night I got out of Milan and went into hiding. 


Bevere's attitude surprised me, particularly by comparison with 
that of the carabinieri and the tense atmosphere in the bar- 
racks. 


Reply to direct question: Later on, in my own mind, I attri- 
buted Bevere's attitude -- I knew he belonged to the Italian 
Socialist Party of Proletarian Unity (PSIUP) -- to instinctive 
solidarity that he felt toward me, as I had been known to be 
active in the PSIUP until 1966. 


Reply to direct question: I had not previously met Bevere, 
and I never saw him again, although Negri once said he could 
introduce me to Bevere. He said it in a joking tone, though, 
and a propos of the fact that Bevere was a frequent visitor to 
his house and that they both worked on the same review, CRITICA 
DEL DIRITTO. 


Question: Have you anything to add to what you have said? 











Answer: I should like to add that among the Varesotto people 

I was to make contact with was a couple of physicians from Va~ 
rese (originally from Varese, but then living in Milan), who 
where formerly members of the Gramsci club. In my opinion they 
were pretty important people, who had left PO and joined Gram- 
saci. If I were to hear their names I should recognize them. 
They had some contact in the Como jail with Profumo, of whom 

I spoke to the magistrate in Rome. Now I remember th.it the 
husband's name was Diego. 


I should also like to say that in the Como jail I met that buy, 
Luigi Mascagni, who was recently killed in Milan. He told me 
he had been arrested for possession of a pistol and added that 
he was carrying it because he belonged to a very big group that 
was being formed between Como and the Swiss border and that, 
even though he had been arrested, the group had already made or 
was about to make a qualitative leap. 


I want to say, finally, that when I heard on televivion the phone 
call in which the so-called Prot Nicolai told where Moro's body 
could be found, I instantly recognized the unmistakable voice 

of Morucci. I am altogether certain, as far as I am concerned, 
that it was he. I never did hear the telephone call that was 
supposed to come from Negri, though. 


Hearing adjourned at 2340 hours. 

This transcript has been prepared in double 
original, one of which was delivered to 

Dr Calogero. 

For inspection and waiver of deposit. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


APPOTNTMENT UPROAR REVEALS FISSURES WITHIN LABOR PARTY 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 5 Feb 80 p 2 
[Editorial: "Toward Reconciliation" ] 


[Text] Inside the labor movement there are differences of opinion, natur- 
ally enough, about the naming of Per Vassbotn as under secretary in the 
office of the prime minister. That became apparent yesterday when the La- 
bor Party's executive committee discussed the appointment. and the debate 
which Nordli's choice of Vassbotn caused. But despite the differences of 
opinion about it, the executive committee soon agreed that the controver- 
sial choice is the prime minister's and the government's own responsibility. 
Against the background of last week's agaonizing debate this was an impor- 
tant demonstration of which those both inside and outside the labor move- 
ment could take note. 


On the other hand one should by no means underestimate the importance of 
the problems of communication and cooperation which are now disclosed in 
the relationship between the government, the Labor Party, and the trade 
union movement. Tor Aspengren's indignant letter to the executive commit- 
tee has directed attention in a dramatic way to the tense relationship ex- 
isting between different varts of the labor movement. This tense relation- 
ship of course has several causes, but it is obvious that revision of the 
economic policies since 1977 has caused great stress between the party and 
the trade union movement. A statement from yesterday's meeting of the ex- 
ecutive committee said, "In a time when the international situation neces- 
sitates extensive efforts to tighten up the econc.y and revise priorities, 
this will naturally conflict with certain projects. For the trade union 
movement this current situation has brought an extra burden which it has 
accepted with a high degree of loyalty." 


This also means--as the executive committee points out--that the government 
has a special responsibility to view projects in relation to each other and 
fit them into the framework which political goals and economic political 

realities have created. Often a government will--regardless of its party-- 
have a wider view with its policies than the view which a trade union finds 


natural to adopt. Therefore it becomes vitally important that communica- 
tion and cooperation are established between the politicans and the trade 
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unions which will prevent unnecessary irritation and difficulty. There 
will be no tranquility within the labor movement until this is accomplished. 


It is undoubtedly easier said than done to create such cooperation and have 
it function in this way, and the open opposition which has come to public 
attention in connection with Aspengren's letter is testimony that neither 
Nordli nor Steen are able to cope with their part of the task. During yes- 
terday's meeting of the executive committee of the Labor Party, the chair- 
man of LO [Norwegian Federation of Trade Unions] Tor Halvorsen named sever- 
al subjects where the absence of communication and cooperation has caused 
considerable displeasure within the trade union movement. From these ex- 
periences the chairman of LO emphasized the need for new ways of working 
together in the meetings which are coming up, first in the government, and 
later in the meeting between the executive committee of the Labor Party, 
the government, the parliamentary committee of the Labor Party, and the se- 
cretariat of LO. It is fairly certain that efforts will be made to improve 
communication and cooperation within the Labor movement. 


The executive committee emphasized that the entire labor movement today is 
faced with tasks which demand unity, working capacity, and effort. It is 
the accumulation of these future tasks which is now being prepared for. 


The labor movement is again moving toward reconciliation--as long as it 
lasts. 
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VOUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


LABOR PARTY CONCERN OVER RAPPROCHEMENT WITH LIBERALS ANGERS SOME 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 30 Jan 80 p 5 
[Article by Administrative Director Jan Didriksen: "Political Prostitution" ] 


[Text] The appointment of a former member of the Liberal Party as under 
secretary to the prime minister in a Labor Party government is an interesting 
occurrence in our political life. 


Only Odvar Nordli and Per Vassbotn know what motivated this appointment. It 
appears to the wondering obse.ver that they each had very different motives. 


The prime minister's official reason is that he wanted an experienced spe- 
cialist in public information who had good contacts with the mass media. 
That is an objective justification. It is, however, difficult to believe 
that there was no competent person available within the labor movement. 


The prime minister may also have had an entirely different reason--he may 

be looking for a partner in political cooperation. Odvar Nordli has had a 
difficult task leading a minority government. That is not just a temporary 
problem. There are indications that the Labor Party will not have a clear 
majority in the Parliament in the foreseeable future. If the Labor Party 

is to retain governing power after the next parliamentary election, it 

seems essential to find a supporting partner. Experiences from the current 
legislative session indicate that SV [Socialist Party of the Left] is not 

a suitable partner for the Labor Party. On the other hand, the Liberal 
Party must appear as a consistently more acceptable companion for the Labor 
Party. The liberals’ assistance during the parliamentary debates on the 

law for the regulation of incomes last July can have aftereffects. Further- 
more, liberal successes can result in the Labor Party and the Liberal Party 
together achieving a majority in Parliament in 1981. That could open up 
possibilities, not only for valuable parliamentary support, but also for 
governmental cooperation. If such a coalition is to become a reality, it 

is time to undertake some tactical steps. The appointment of Per Vassbotn 
as the prime minister's closest collaborator could be a step in the right 
direction. 


oT 














For an information expert such as Per Vasshotn it must be a so-called 
"challenge" to step into the middle of the center of political power. It 
will be an interesting task for him to present the government viewpoint to 
the world through the masse media. 


Another motive may be that Per Vassbotn has political ambitions. He also 
can see the possibilities of closer cooperation between the Labor Party and 
the Liberal Party. Such a proximity could give Per Vassbotn a greater chal- 
lenge than just by being under secretary. 


All of the above reasons and motives are in themselves understandable and 
respectable, both on the political and the personal level. What is not 
respectable, however, is connecting the appointment as under secretary to 
registration in the Labor Party. Party membership must be based on con- 
viction, not on appointment. To give a membership card in the Labor Party 
as a receipt for the under secretary post smacks of political prostitution. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


RUNAWAY WAGES LOOM AS THREAT TO ECONOMIC STABILITY 
NAF, LO Roles 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 11 Jan 80 p 25 


(Text) The government has made it clear that the parties 
involved in the Norwegian economy will have to make sure 
this year's wage increases will again be moderate. This 
became known yesterday following Prime Minister Odvar 
en meeting with the leaders of LO [National Labor 
Union] and war [Moray Employers’ Association], which 
blame each other for having created the economic insta- 
bility. Research Chief Odd Aukrust commented that he 

is troubled about what has happened. LO is concerned 
about minimum wage increases if the sliding wage continues. 
Runaway wage settlements could force the government to 
reevaluate its economic policy. 


"At least there is no discussion of the government's stepping in to restore 
stability to the economy. That is something LO and NAF must handle thenm- 
selves," Under Secretary Eskild Jensen told AFTENPOSTEN. Top leaders in 
NAF and the LO met with Prime Ministcr Odvar Nordli yesterday morning. 

NAF had requested the meeting because it felt recent wage demands had 

been alarmingly high. 


"We have tried to comply with our agreement with LO to effect moderate 
wage increases. But we have only met with criticism and negativism on 
the part of the labor union. No one in our society can blame the NAF for 
not having done enough to effect responsible wage increases," said NAF's 
administrative director Pal Kraby after meeting with the prime minister. 


"My impression is that NAF's attempt to centrally control and direct 
everything has created panic among the workers, Had NAF proceeded differ- 
ently, we would not have the situation we now do," was LO chairman Tor 
Halvorsen's comment on the situation after meeting with the prime minister. 
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No conclusions were drawn at this meeting; it was purely orientational, 
NAF had requested the meeting to let Prime Minister Odvar Nordli know that 
NAF had done all it could to meet the goal which the government, LO and 
NAF had agreed upon to assure moderate wage and price increases after 
lifting the wage and price freeze. LO must now assume its share of the 
responsibility, according to NAF. 


"What is LO doing to comply with the agreement?" 


"We have informed all our members of the agreement; we have followed it up 
and have fought for it. No ome can say we have done nothing to get our 
members to abide by the agreement. However, the central leadership never 
gets involved in local negotiations. That we must leave up to che respon- 
sible parties within a particular company," said Halvorsen, 


Kraby was very much concerned about the economic instability and not least 
about the magnitude of the demands which various companies have reported 
to NAF. 


‘We have received reports from a number of companies saying that demands 
for wage increases are so high they violate the goal set in our agreement 
with LO. This worries us," said Kraby. 





Furthermore, Kraby strongly deplored the settlement which was reached at 
the Rosenberg Shipyard in Stavanger, 


"NAF has not taken a position on the settlement itself. It will be dis- 
cussed by the working committee on Monday. But, according to the statement 
we received from the Rosenberg management, we cannot say that anything in 
the settlement directly conflicts with our agreement. When we deplore this 
settlement, it is because a shipyard of Rosenberg's size and importance can 
set an example for other companies. This settlement could have a ripple 
effect, result'ng in wage increases which would be out of line with that 
agreed to by the government, LO and NAF," Kraby pointed out. 


[he LO chairman stressed that the Rosenberg settlement is tied to produc- 
tivity, which is exactly what LO and NAF have both wanted and nobody should 
now be allowed to complain about that settlement. Halvorsen also referred 
to Kraby's statement that this settlement is not in conflict with the 
agreement. 





Is there reason to be concerned about what is now happening in the economy?" 





‘We may be concerned about certain things. However, I believe the picture 
will change after a while," said Halvorsen, who also referred to the many 
peaceful and tolerable settlements that had been negotiated with a large 

number of companies. 
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Minimum Wage Problems 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 11 Jan 80 p 25 


[Text] Within LO circles there is now interest in subduing the unrest 

which has developed following the Rosenberg settlement in Stavunger. 
Individual union stewards do not want to prevent workers from using legal 
means to obtain wage increases, but, at the same time, there is now wide- 
spread opinion that already excessive wage incica.c could make it difficult 
or impossible to get a decent minimum wage settlement, which LO has wanted 
all along. 


"I strongly fear that many will try to go after what they did not get during 
the price and wage freeze. It could be a dangerous trend if the large 
increases given in Stavanger were to be awarded country-side," chairman of 
Norway's Transportationworkers Union, Walter Kolstad, told AFTENPOSTEN. 


"If companies can give large wage increases like these, they must also be 
able to support a niminum wage fund, which, in my opinion, is more important 
than ever." Kolstad refused to label the Rosenberg settlement unsolidary, 
which Albert Uglem, chairman of the Government Employees’ Union, had done. 
Neither did Henry Hoff, vice chairman of Norway's Iron aud Metalworkers 
Union, want to refer to the settlement as unsolidary. 


"A little more was awarded than we expected, but the Rosenberg settlement 
was quite normal. I do not believe we will see anything like it in other 
places," Hoff told AFTENPOSTEN. Hoff expects that wage increases will be 
between .50 and 1.50 kroner per hour wherever settlements are reached. 


"We expect companies that cannot afford to give increases will say "no." 
But the Rosenberg settlement is obviously favorable," Arthur Svensson, 
chairman of Norway's Chemical Industry Workers’ Union, told AFTENPOSTEN 


“And we have to expect a certain amount of unrest. There has been a great 
deal of injustice in wake of the LO/NAF agreement, which was designed to 
regulate wage increases during the first 3 months of this year," said 
Svensson. He does not consider the Stavanger settlement "infectious." 


However, Albert Uglem, chairman of the Government Employees’ Union, wants 
a law enacted which would prevent upward sliding wages if the sliding 
movement cannot be controlled through a voluntary agreement between the 
parties. NAF has long wanted a law or an agreement to limit the upward 
sliding wages, but those unions within the LO that have the right to nego- 
tiate locally would hardly accept any limitations on tht rignt. 


In many people's opinion the uncontrolled upward sliding wages have been 
one of the reasons why minimum wage earners have not had a pay raise like 
other workers. Under wage settlements in the last few years, minimum wage 
increases have been “eaten up" by the sliding wage cycle. 
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Therefore, the sliding wage issue has been one of the most important questions 
in connection with wage settlements. The sliding wage accounted for 2/3 of 
ali wage increases in the last few years, something which was never the case 
in previous settlements. Sliding wages, in particular, are not tied to 
increased productivity. They are rather the result of a company increasing 
its wages because employees with a neighboring company or comp*aies in the 
same line cf business get good wage settlements. 


The Fabritius concern has agreed to raise wages by 85 kroner per week as of 
1 January and 65 kroner per week as of 1 May. The increases were agreed 
upon following a unanimous decision at a club meeting to demand an increase 
of 195 kroner per week. 


Aukrust Worried 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 11 Jan 80 p 25 


(text] "I am worried about some of the things that have taken place in 

the last few days. If we want to strengthen our competitiveness with 
respect to foreign countries, which is the government's goal, we must stay 
under the approximately 10 percent by which OECD estimates wages will rise 
in 1980 in the countries with which we compete," Odd Aukrust, the Central 
Bureau of Statistics’ chief researcher, told AFTENPOSTEN.— 





the government has not yet issued guidelines with respect to prices and 
wages this year. The national budget, however, allows for an increase in 
private consumption, which suggests a price increase of better than 6 per- 
cent. OECD estimates a 6 and 1/2 percent price increase in Norway. 


lf Norway wants to improve its competitiveness with respect to foreign coun- 
tries, which all parties in our economy agreed to a long time ago, we must 
not allow runaway wage settlements from the start. 


OECD estimates the hourly wage will go up by 10.5 percent within the OECD 
area, while Norway, in OECD's opinion, can get through 1980 with an hourly 
wage increase of 6.5 percent. 


if the parties do not practice the moderation they agreed to, however, the 
government will have to revise its economic policy. The government has not 
yet wanted to submit a wage increase proposal, because that in itself could 
lead to expectations that this amount would be awarded when wage adjustments 
come up this spring. 


if cracks develop in the government's economic policy due to wage settle- 
ments this spring, this could not only create difficulties for the export 
industry, but also lead to greater problems in trying to maintain the 
employment level. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


COMING DECADE WILL SEE MAJOR GROWTH FOR BANKS, BIG INDUSTRY 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 19 Jan 80 p 5 
[Reportage by Thomas Knutzen] 


[Text] The next decade will seriously change the concept 
we now hold of industrial giants in Norway. Oil will make 
a spectacular entry in terms of production and significant 
results. Norwegian companies will no longer be small, in 
Nordic or international terms. No other company in Scandi- 
navia will even approach Statoil's 198° 90 sales and Norsk 
Hydro will indeed compete with Volvo and other big Swedish 
companies for second place. 


However, before we even reach 1990 the first oil generation will have lapsed 
as far as Norway is concerned. The Ekofisk field will reach peak production 
in the early 1980's and the Frigg field will also have peaked by 1990. 

That means that companies which are now enjoying greatness as a result of 
Ekofisk, primarily Phillips and Fina, will then be on the way down. 
Furthermore, "Frigg companies" such as ELF and its French partner Total 

will surely have peaked by the middle of the 1980's. To be sure, ELF is 
involved in other projects, but these will not necessarily flourish in 

the next 10 years. 


Four conditions in particular will be crucial to our crystal-ball evaluation 
of the future, including the rate of inflation and the overall economic 
growth. But equally important to Norway, now an oil nation, will be the 
oil price development and the amount of oil taken from Norwegian fields. 


To keep the record straight, we want to point out that these figures were 
not given to us by any company. No company is responsible for these 
figures, which are subject to great uncertainties and fluctuations. 


As a working assumption, oil companies commonly calculate that oil prices 
will go up 7 percent a year. In the so-called Paragraph-10 plan, with 
projections up to year 2010, Statoil makes the assumption that the price 
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ot petroleum will remain basically unchanged for that period, These two 
assumptions coincide if the rate of inflation stays at 7 percent, which 
today seems to be as good a figure as any. At the same time, a 7 percent 
inflation increase means that the price of oil will exactly double in 10 
years, 


But what about oil production? What will that situation be in 1990? 


The ceiling on oil equivalents of 90 million tons will not present a great 
problem. Fields like Ekofisk and Frigg are already producing less, but both 
will still be in operation in 1990. Statfjord persistently gets oil from 
platforms A, B and C, Valhall and Muchinson are in full operation. The 
Gold Block 34/10, has gone into production and will be capable of. producing 
as much as did Ekofisk during its peak years. Shell's gas discovery at 

31/2 is being readied for production and things are beginning to happen at 
neighboring blocks as well. 


Some characterize the Silver Block as mica. Of course, there is a great 
deal of uncertainty about it. In addition to fields now in production 
like Sleipner, Odin and Balder, oil companies must have future plans to 
develop fields in which the first hole has not even been bored yet. This 
could also apply to the area south of the 62d parallel. However, such 
plans would not greatly affect our perspective for the 1980's. 


Even though six of the top ten will be oil companies, oii will not be the 
only important sector in Norway. Energy-related companies, in particular, 
will grow proport_onately with increasing oil prices. All Norwegian aluminum 
companies are also planning to expand. Elkem-Spigerverket, which will still 
be a major company in 1989, would like to invest in Lista as well as Mosjoen. 
Ardal and Sunndal Verk is planning to increase its production of raw aluminum 
from about 300,000 to about 400,000 tons during the latter half of the 1980's. 
We also expect Borregaard to be among the top ten companies, closely followed 
by the machine shop companies Akergruppen and Kvarner. Volumewise, we 

expect Akergruppen to remain somewhat ahead of Kvarner into the 1980's. 


These two companies will grow in step with the North Sea market. The mainte- 
nance sector will expand and new construction will probably remain at the 
level of the 1970's. Toward the end of this period, the removal of instal- 
lations could become a good market for the company which has come to master 
the conditions and the technology in the North Sea. 


Banks Will Grow 


As a result of the large sales figures in the »1il industry, a number of 
Norwegian companies will accumulate assets, the size of which are totally 
unknown today. This will apply to Statoil and Norsk Hydro in particular, 
but it is only reasonable to assume that commercial banks will also grow 
considerably in the 1980's, Norway will become an exporter of capital and 
the banks that do business abroad should grow as a result of the capital 
exportation. 
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The basis for this prognosis is that government oil proceeds will be 
enormous and much of this money must be channeled out of the country in 
the form of loans and investments. We expect the government will be 
interested in using middle-men for this purpose and that it will want to 
share the risk of lending and investing with others. This can be arranged 
by depositing the government's money on account in Norwegian banks, which, 
in turn, will lend it out, But this will show up in the banks' deposits 
and thus affect the demands on the banks' assets. 


Two major banks, Den Norske Creditbank and the now merged Kreditkassen/ 
Andersens Bank, are today approximately the same size as Elkem-Spigerverket 
with respect to assets. 


In 1978 the figures were: Den Norske Creditbank 886 million kroner, Elkenm- 
Spigerverket 852 million and Kreditkassen and Andresens Bank combined 833 
million kroner. The next group includes Borregaard, Bergen Bank and Store- 
brand with respectively 748, 656 and 597 million kroner. 


Even if Elkem-Spigerverket were to increase its assets and thus grow more 
than would be reflected in the sales figures, it would still be a small 
company compared to the large banks, which, even with a limited share of 
the oil money at their disposal, could possibly double in size. Figures 
for 1989 could show Den Norske Creditbank with assets of possibly 5 billion 
kroner and Kreditkassen and Bergen Bank could fall within that same class. 
This would make heavy demands on the banks' ability to attract new capital 
through the sale of stock and suggests there could be tough competition 
among banks to attract capital in the 1980's. 














EN 1989 (1 TOP TEN 1979 (2) 
-_ ™ Sales Million Kroner 








Sales 1. Norsk Hydro v 9 000 

2. Norske Fina A/ 6 900 

Million Kroner 3. Phillips 6 700 

Ls 4. Elkem-Spigerverket 3 500 

p. . Statoil 50000 §.A/S Borregaard 3 300 

« 6. Eif Nurge A/S 3 100 

MC 2. Norsk Hydro A/S 6. Statoil aed 

y / 25000 8. A/S Ardal og Sunndal Verk 
3 
C) 3. A/S Norske Shell 14 000 9. A/S Norske Esso 2 900 
10. A/S Norske Shell 2 300 
Mobil 4. Mobil Exploration Norway Inc. 13000 TOP TEN 1969 (3) 
is | 5. Saga Petro.eum A/S 10 000 Sales Million Kroner 
6. Elkem-Spigerverket A/S 9 800 
& i _ ye rd 1 067 
. Norsk Hydro A/S 
7. Norsk Esso/ Esso Exploration 9500 3.A/S Ardal og Sunndat Verk = 
| 1040 | 

Asy 8. A/S Ardal og Sunndal Verk 9009 *: Hlkem Spigerverket A/S 7 

5. Akergruppen 933 

4 9. A/S Borregaard 8600 6.A/S Norske Esso 683 

- yo hey pad AS 479 

) 10.akergruppen oii 


10. Dyno Industrier A/S (5) 419 


(1) Our figures (2) Our figures and preliminary company 
reports (3) "Okonomick Literatur" (4) Elkem A/S and the 
Spigerverk concern combined (5) Norsk Sprankstoff-industri 
A/S and Grubernes Sprangstoffabrikker A/S comb 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


OBSOLETE EQUIPMENT HAMPERS CIVIL DEFENSE EFFORT 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 30 Jan 80 p 2 
[Editorial: "Too Little and Too 01d") 


[Text] After a comprehensive report, a few steps toward reorganization are 
now being taken in civil defense. Some of the central functions are being 
shifted to the counties. To the extent -hat these changes contain real im- 
provements in efficiency, we greet them with joy. But it must be said that 
a better utilization of resources will only have a limited effect if the 
resources of readiness are totally insufficient to begin with. 


When the civil defense and the other branches of civil preparedness make up 
their balance sheet, a picture appears which causes concern. These condi- 
tions grow steadily worse with old and partly obsolete equipment, whether 
it is vehicles or antidotes for nerve gas. In addition, a dangerous short- 
age of certain vital articles exists, such as gas masks. Few shelters are 
being built, and the government will not be able to advance funds to sup- 
port municipal installations in the near future. 


The construction of decent oil storage is taking its time. For some other 
important similar items we are also still in the very early stages. Finally 
a rather basic question has been raised, namely if our civil defense readi- 
ness is sufficiently aimed at a nuclear conflict. Unfortunately the ques- 
tion seems rather easy to answer. 


The «: aclusion is that the civil defense has had to reduce its activities in 
ali areas during recent years. In truth the appropriations are frozen fast 
at the same level as in the beginning of the 1970's. It should be empha- 
sized that according to the experts no overwhelming amount of millions of 
kroner, in terms of a government budget, is necessary in order to procure 
most of the material needed. 


Last fall a@ wide debate took place on whether the military appropriations 
were sufficient. At that time we maintained, and still maintain, that they 
were not. But when it came to the civil defense portion of the total de- 
fense, the zeal of the debate was strangely lacking. Ten years ago the civil 
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defense received through appropriations approximately one-thirtieth of the 
military budget. Now the proportion is reduced to one-sixtieth. Because 
of this, vitally important tasks are placed in a critical situation. 


The civil defense should prevent and remedy harm to the civilian population, 
assist the military with supplies and in other ways--and have an essential 
part of the responsibility to see that society in the broad sense can func- 
tion under wartime conditions. Furthermore it is expected to participate 
actively in the event of great mishaps in peacetime. 


In connection with the reorganization the parliamentary justice committee 
recommended that the civil defense must be strengthened. But during the 
budget debates last fall a waiting position was taken. The matter was re- 
ferred to a parliamentary committee which is expected to report in the spring. 
We expect that the highest political authorities will use this occasion to 
cut through the civil defense problems--and regretfully call for a highly 
necessary revision of priorities. The danger that the civil defense estab- 
lishment will be tested seems, however, not to diminish. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


NORDLI'S UNDER SECRETARY SEES NO THREAT TO REINDEER IN ALTA DAM 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 14 Jan 80 p 5 


[Text] There is virtually no connection between Lappish 
interests and the Alta dam. The area lost to the develop- 
ment of the dam would provide pasture for eight to ten 
reindeer per year and there are 140,000 reindeer in Finnmark," 
the prime minister's under secretary, Eskild Jensen, pointed 
out in an interview with AFETENPOSTEN, He emphasized: "The 
Alta dam is one of the least harmful power projects." 


Under Secretary Jensen has lately been working on matters concerring the 
Lapps and he represented the government at the large meeting of Lapps in 
Vadso last fall. Our interview with Eskild Jensen was based on the state- 
ment he made to the Foreign Service Press and Cultural Dispatches earlier 
this month. 


Starting with the issue of Lapps' rights, the under secretary pointed out: 


"Lapps have the same rights and duties in this society as non-Lapps. In 
any circumstance Norwegian Lapps have precisely the same rights, and the 
same duties, as all other Norwegian citizens. There are a few exceptions 
to this basic rule in that Lapps have been given a'few advantages. The 
most important of these is the right to pursue the domestic reindeer 
business, the other has to do with measures which make it easier for Lapps 
to get into schools for higher education. 


It is commonly understood that the reindeer business is the predominant 
livelihood among Lapps. That is not so, About 10 percent, or less, of 
all Lapps in Finnmark (depending upon the definition used) are engaged in 
the reindeer business. That is about 350 families and a lot fewer families 
are involved in the reindeer business in other counties. 


It is also a common observation among Lapps that those who are in the 
reindeer business represent an upper class, socially and economically." 











Eskild Jensen pointed out that the government has granted very strong and 
clear rights concerning the use of public land. The most important of these 
concerns the reindeer Lapps' use of public land. These rights not only 
appertain to the mountain plateau in Finnmark, but to a].l1 20 municipalities 
in that county and most of the county area, The reindeer Lapps right to use 
public land is so legally binding that they can file for damages in the event 
of a change. This has been established in several Supreme Court judgments. 


Likewise farmers have grazing rights for their livestock. 
This ruling also includes the public's right to hunt small game and to fish, 


"There is hardly any reason to support the claim that the Lapps' traditional 
livelihood has gotten littlo legal backing lately," said Eskild Jensen. 


[In connection with the demand for greater self-determination for Lapps, 
Eskild Jensen said the government will submit proposals to establish 
publicly elected organs which will help in the enforcement of the Lapps' 
right to use public land in Finnmark, The government will also initiate 

a comprehensive discussion of the most important questions concerning land 
and water use in Finnmark. Questions concerning cultural policies will also 
be discussed. 'The Municipal Affairs Department has been given the respon- 
sibility of strengthening the coordination of Lapp concerns," said Under 
Secretary Eskild Jensen. 
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NORVIK, CITING ENERGY NEEDS, CALLS FOR ALTA DAM CONSTRUCTION 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 18 Jan 80 p 3 


[Text] "The latest energy prognosis must not be interpreted 
to mean there is a surplus of energy in the northern region 
of our country. This prognosis also reveals an energy 
shortage in 1990," Conservative Party Chairman Erling Norvik 
pointed out as he commented on the new energy prognosis 
developed by a multi-departmental committee. Inger Lise 
Skarstein, Conservative Party representative in Parliament, 
pointed out that the new prognosis makes the Alta dam 
unnecessary. Norvik said: “There is no reason to assume 
that a careful Alta development is unnecessary." 


Mrs Skarstein told the weekly liberal newspaper VAR FRAMTID that the new 
prognosis calls for reduced energy consumption in the northern region of 
Norway and that it will not be necessary to dam up the Alta river. She 
also hoped that several of her fellow representatives in Parliament would 
support her view. 


Erling Norvik said we must learn to take these prognoses "with a grain of 
salt;" in this case the districts’ own prognoses as well as that of the 
departmental committee. 


"Even if we chose to have some confidence in the lowest prediction, it 
does not tell us anything except that the northern region of the country 
(from Ofoten norchward) will be short approximately 1,500 megawatt hours 
in 1990, instead of the approximately 1,900 megawatt hours indicated in 
local predictions. In other words, according to the last prediction, the 
shortage will be a little less than was indicated in the districts’ own 
prognoses, 


Thus, in my opinion, there is no reason to conclude that the latest 
prognosis completely eliminates the need for new power, including a 
careful development of Alta," said Norvik. 








He added; "I am not quite sure why the conditions on which these predictions 
were based vary so much, It could be, however, that the lowest prediction 
was based on a very pessimistic evaluation of the fishing industry and per- 
haps also of the mining industry. 


Undeniably, prospects look gloomy right now, but I am concerned about basing 
Finnmark's future economic growth, for example, on this kind of pessimism," 
said Norvik, 


The chairman of the Conservative Party concluded with the point that the 
latest prognosis must not be presented in such a way as to convince the 
public we have a surplus of energy in the northern region of Norway. 

"The question we face," Norvik pointed out, "is what will Norway's energy 
shortage be in 1990?" 


In her interview with the liberal newspaper, Inger Lise Skarstein said that 
those opposed to the Alta dam all along had stressed the prognoses which 
formed the basis for Parliament's approval did not hold water. In light of 
the new prognosis she found it hard to believe that Parliament could possibly 
support the Alta river dam. 


She hoped the new information would cause more parliamentary «epresentatives 
to rethink the matter and turn down the project when the issue comes up for 
debate again later this spring. 
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OFFICIAL DISCUSSES MOVES TO STEM STAGNATION IN NORTH 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 1 Feb 80 p 3 
[Article by Einar Kr. Holtet: "Change of Course for North Norway"] 


[Text] New enterprises, new subsidies, and optimism. 
These are the needs which must be fulfilled in the 
north if that part of the country is going to be a 
pleasant place in which to live in the future. New 
and powerful steps are now being taken by the local 
and central governments to bring the large and small 
communities safely through these difficult times. 
Pessimism must be changed to optimism and prosperity. 
New migration to the south could be fatal to life in 
that area--and permanently destroy initiative and 
determination. Petroleum exploration and new plans 
of action forecast a change of course. North Norway 
must rid itself of the vicious circle of harsh de- 
mands, ambition, disappointments, and despondency in 
the local communities and businesses which for de- 
cades has threatened to sap its strength. 


The petroleum industry, which is expected to «t started in the early 1980's, 
is for many people the decisive signal for new initiatives, for local com- 
munities to push ahead. There are 1300 businesses in that part of the coun- 
try, and many others are following in the wake of the Norwegian and multi- 
national oil giants which are now plowing northward in pursuit of the black 
gold. The authorities promise that other consequences will result, and 

they are grasping tempting opportunities to influence development in the 
north, retain activity, people, and settlements. 


Planning 


One strikes while the iron is hot, and teams of under secretaries have been 
sent north to study everyching in North Norway relating to initiative, plans 
for new construction, and growth. Communities have been visited one by one 
by the so-called under secretary committee, the chairman of which is Tom 
Veierod of the Ministry of Labor and Municipal Affairs. 











He told AFTENPOSTEN, "The three northernmost counties have, according to 
their plans, a requirement for between 2000 and 2500 new jobs per year to 
strengthen industry's share in the expanison of commerce in North Norway. 
Government stimulation is required during the building period to inspire 
and encourage private initiative and support product development. Busi- 
nesses in the north have special problems, with smal] local markets and 
long distances to the larger ones." 


Veierod stressed technical and electronic industries as being among the new 
types of operations which should thrive in North Norway, not just those 
which are satellites to the oil industry. It is entirely possible that the 
electronic industry can sustain itself out in the districts. 


"We must especially aim at Finnmark when considering stimulation of new 
activities of various kinds, and new theories in well-established activi- 
ties. In the short range there are serious problems, mainly in the fish- 
ing industry, and Finnmark is seriously vulnerable in this area. A govern- 
ment offensive is required which will include a plan of action for North 
Norway. It is being prepared in the offices of several ministries," said 
Veterod. ? 


"This is not the first time that special programs have been worked out for 
North Norway. One North Norway plan after another has been proposed, and 
action plans for farming, fishing and industry have been brought forth. 

But then what happens? Most of them are quickly forgotten. We are not out 
to establish new action plans, but to revitalize the plans which we already 
have. The plans will now be translated into concrete actions," said Veierod. 


And thereby can the population of North Norway, about 470,000 people, have 
good reason eagerly to await the outcome. It is right that there should be 
more tangible government initiatives, especially in fishing, where the quo- 
tas are reduced year after year, and in the fish processing industry, where 
hundreds of jobs are in jeopardy. North Norway is strongly represented in 
the political leadership of fishing policies, with Minster of Fisheries 
Evind Bolle from Lofoten and Under Secretary Ivan Kristoffersen, who is 

one of those now active with plans which will perhaps prevent catastropne 
in the fishing industry of North Norway in times when the resources become 
scarce. 


Over 7000 people are employed in the fishing industry in Finnmark, Troms and 
Nordland. That is nearly double the number in the factories, which employ 

a total of 4700 in the three counties. But now when it appears that the 
ocean's pantry is beginning to be bare, and must be replenished with new 
stocks of herring and cod, it must be realized that readjustment is neces- 
sary. Jobs on land are also at stake. 


The statistics on jobs in the fishing industry show that the situation until 
now has been rather stable. In Finnmark there has been a ret increase of 
over 100 jobs in this industry from 1975 to 1978, and factory jobs have had 








a corresponding increase. Both industry groups had an increase in jobs at 
the end of the 1970's, except for the fish processing plants in Troms. But 
if the opinion of the politicians in Troms is asked, the responses are pure 
optimism. A contraction of the fishing industry would affect the entire 
area. And the local communities would be hard hit. But new initiatives 

are aimed at preserving exposed industries, usually far out in the districts 
in Troms and Finnmark. 


William Engseth, the Labor Party leader in Troms county, told AFTENPOSTEN, 
"I believe there is little basis for pessimism in the fishing industry. The 
amount of fish taken last year in Troms was larger than in 1978, and not 

far below the record year of 1977. Other types of fish made up for the re- 
duction in the cod. The shortage of resources will not be fatal." 


He rejected what he called "whining and complaining," and emphasized that 
Troms is a pleasant county in which to live. "We intend to bring this coun- 
ty up to the level of the best in the country, but we must not centralize 
control over industrial expansion, except for petroleum exploration. County 
and municipal authorities must control their own development. We are now 
working on keeping the population. We are doing this by encouraging people 
and creating prosperity. Nobody starts a business without being optimistic. 
Here in North Norway one must be 120 percent optimistic. We have some of 
these people, and they are learning not to be discouraged by bad times," 
said William Engseth. 


He insists that optimism creates activity, in spite of special difficulties, 
limited living conditions, and transportation prices which are sky high com- 
pared to what other areas are used to. He said, "We do not complain." But 

he does not conceal the fact that this winter he paid 1200 kroner in freight 
for a gymnastic mat for the sport center at Bardufoss, where he has his of- 

fice. ‘That was nearly as much as the cost of the mat--1400 kroner." 


Such things do have a negative effect. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


STATOIL, NORSK HYDRO AGREE ON REFINERY EXPANSION 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 5 Feb 80 p 21 


[Excerpt] The only thing Statoil and Norsk Hydro seem 
to agree on is an expansion of the oil refinery on 
Mongstaa by 1 million tons per year. Statoil further-~ 
more suggests bringing the oil to the Sotra area and 
then the expansion of the Mongstad refinery to twice 
its present size. Hydro is not especially interested 
in this project. On the other hand Hydro has, some- 
what surprisingly, set forth plans for shoreside trans- 
portation of gas to Mongstad. That can happen if parts 
of the pipeline are laid in a tunnel under the ocean 
floor. The dispute continues, however, over who shall 
have control over the expansion of the future petro- 
chemical industry. 


County Governor Lars Leiro, who is chairman of the Mongstad committee, told 
AFTENPOSTEN that the committee was briefed yesterday on Hydro's plans. At 
the meeting nothing definitive was said about bringing gas to Mongstad. 
Leiro said that as long as there are several alternatives for sending gas 
ashore from Statfjord, Statoil and Hydro should cooperate. 


"We look positively at all proposals. If they are feasible, jobs in North 
Hordaland can result. It is not crucial for us where the gas and/or oil 
comes ashore. I have the impression, however, that the residents of the 
Sotra area are not too enthusiastic at the thought of a petrochemical in- 
dustry. On the other hand there is much interest in greater utilization 
of the Mongstad area," he said. 


Like a Bomb 


Statoil's proposal in the beginning of last week, about the expansion of 

the refinery and the petrochemical industry at Mongstad, came down like a 
bomb at Hydro. The corporation had not expected to make its tunnel pro- 
posal at yesterday's meeting of the Mongstad committee--a meeting which was 
decided on a long time ago. Hydro has quietly been working on a study which 
will determine whether transporting the products to Mongstad is possible. 
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AFTENPOSTEN has reason to believe that there is now a considerably better 
economic basis for a gas pipeline to Mongstad than when the matter was 
first looked at and then abandoned as rather hopeless because of, among 
other things, very difficult bottom conditions off the coast. Hydro ex- 
pects to be able to answer whether such an alternative is possible in about 
six weeks. AFTENPOSTEN has learned that at Hydro they are not especially 
pleased about the possibilities for transporting oil and/or gas from Sotra 
to Mongstad. 


Technically Possible 


Hydro owns about 1730 acres of industrial land on Mongstad, of which only 
about 250 are used by the refinery. But even though Hydro owns the land, 
further extensive industrial construction would be an endless task, even 
if it were technically possible to lay a pipeline to Monystad. 


Hydro believes that it is technically possible to lay the pipeline. The 
question is whether it is also economically justifiable. Hydro has had 
plans for a long time to manufacture ammonia on Mongstad, but there are 

also a number of other products which can be manufactured in a petrochemical 
plant. 


At Norsk Hydro AFTENPOSTEN learned that they are not disregarding the possi- 
bility of using gas from Statfjord for production of power Hydro emphasized 
that if it can be brought ashore, they can for the first time satisfy the 
desire of the political authorities to bring North Sea resources to Norway. 
Hydro has accordingly informed the Ministry of Oil and Energy and the Min- 
ist’ of Industry of its plans. 


Permanent Jobs 


Department Head Odd Gullberg of Norsk Hydro said to AFTENPOSTEN, "There is 
agreement in the Rafinor owners association on an expansion of one million 
tons per year at the refinery. The next large expansion plan which was 
launched some days ago (Statoil's proposal) will be good to return to, if 
the pipeline altenative is abandoned, and if the employment situation during 
the construction period should make it necessary to wait with the large ex- 
pansion until later. Under either circumstance, Hydro is interested in 
getting started as soon as possible after the obstacles are removed." 
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COUNTRY SECTION NORWAY 


NATIONAL POWER AUTHORITY: NO INCREASED DELIVERIES 1982-84 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 5 Feb 80 p 21 


[Text] Purchasers of national electric power in Norway-- 
and that includes most county municipal power companies-- 
will soon receive formai notice from the national power 
authority that they will not be able to count on in- 
creased deliveries in the period 1982 to 1984. For the 
period 1980 to 1982 they were previously notified that 
they would be allotted 30 percent of the increases they 
had applied for. 


"It is regrettable, but that is how it is," said Chief Technician Karl Nilsen 
at the National Power Authority to AFTENPOSTEN. "We will simply have none 

to distribute between 1982 and 1984. We have already made the distribution 
of the power which will come from Eidsfjord North and the first element of 
Ulla Forre. Our negative reply to the requests for more power in the period 
1982 to 1984 applies to general consumers, but the same applies to power- 
intensive industries. There is no new power to give them either. 


"We at the National Power Authority are concerned about this. The weekly 
reports point in only one direction--increased consumption. Now there is 
enough water, but we had expected problems with the output. When the prob- 
lems did not come, it was because it was not equally cold over the entire 
country. Against the background of the power we have available, we are glad 
that increased oil prices have not largely led to conversion from petroleum 
to electricity." 


"How will it go when there is not increased distribution of national power 
between 1982 and 1984?" 

"We are also asking ourselves that," said Administrative Director Hermann 
Hanssen of the Norwegian Powerplant Workers Association. "Since things seem 
to be working so well this year with water, a false picture is being created 
of the real conditions. It is clear that we are entering a period of short- 
age. If we now have a year with little precipitation we will be in very 

bad shape. The information from the National Power Authority that they have 




















no additional power to distribute between 1982 and 1984 is just a confirma- 
tion of how serious the situation probably will become. 


"Now we are concerned about voting on nuclear power in Sweden. If the Swedes 
vote 'no' to nuclear power, that can mean the termination of the delivery 


agreements with Norway. Consequently the situation can get more difficult." 
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COUNTRY SECTION OPAIN 


CARRILLO ADDRESSES CC ON AFGHANISTAN, PARTY UNITY 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO SEMANAL in Spanish 10-17 Feb 80 pp 17-23 


[Santiago Carrillo's Report of the Executive Committee Before the Plenum 
of the Spanish Communist Party's Central Committee: "Opposition to the 
Government's Policy"] 


[Excerpts] On surveying the situation I turn, first, to iiternational 
Questions. It seems to me that it is not foolhardy to say that, despite 
the earlier cold war period, tensions such as those which arose on the 
occasion of the uprising in Budapest, the Berlin blockade, the Cuban 
missile crisis, or the Vietnam war--to mention just a few--the situation 
that we face now could become the most serious since 1945. And Spain is 
directly involved in the dangers of this tension because of the visit of 
Prime Minister Adolfo Suarez to the United States, with the promises 
that he can nave made there and which we do not know about yet since 
there has been no explanation whatever and we have two communiques, one 
by the United States and the other by Spain, which are clearly contra- 
dictory. But it is already worrisome that the press should say that the 
bombers which patrol the Persian Gulf could be taking off from United 
States bases in Spain. 


The Crisis Exacerbates Contradictions 


1 believe that on judging the serious potential of this situation it is 
necessary to start from the premise that the international economic crisis 
exacerbates all the contradictions existing in the world today. The prob- 
lem of oil, which has traditionally been a cause for disputes and confron- 
tations among the imperialist powers, adds a very explosive element to the 
situation. Imperialism has always tended to reduce the consequences of 
economic crisis, accelerating the production of arms and looking toward 

a new redistribution of sources of raw materials and markets by means of 
war. The temptation to do the same thing once more is great now. At 
other times, when the imperialist system used to te more vigorous, when 
nuclear weapons did not exist, these two causes--economic crisis inter- 
twined with the oil problem--would have seen sufficient to unleash a new 
world war. 











The dangers of the world economic crisis that we are experiencing stem 
not only from its consequences for the conditions of life of the working 
masses--unemployment, scarcities, bankruptcies--but also from the risks 
of war that they entail. 


Deterioration of the American Leadership 


Another factor that is considerably iniluencing the tension is the crisis 
in United States leadership, a leadersl..p which deteriorated with the 
defeat of imperialism in the Vietnam war, obliging the United States to 
review its methods as “policeman of world capitalism” and reduce its 
military interventions against liberation movements, substituting them 
with other, less provocative forms of intervention. The American leader- 
ship has continued to be undermined by the tendencies of European coun- 
tries to greater autonomy with respect to the United States. It seems 
clear that the United States has tried to retrieve this leadership and 
that the agreement to install new tactical nuclear missiles in Europe 

is one phase of that effort, coinciding with the trend observed most 
recently on our continent toward predominance of the forces of the right. 


Consequences of the Break in Unity in France 


And since I allude to this fact, to the growth in the power of the right, 

| believe that it is necessary to underscore the serious consequences 

which the break in the unity of the left in France has ‘ad for the European 
working class and the popular forces. Perhaps the conse \uences of this 
break ave not been appreciated by us and in general, but it seems con- 
stantly clearer that the greatest defeat suffered by the European working 
class in the last few years has been the break in the unity of the left 

in France, which has opened ways for the progress of the ri tht, not only 

in that country but in others as well. In one way or another we are pay- 
ing for the consequences of that split in all. the European countries. 


Anti-Imperialist Revolution in Iran 


in the midst of an economic crisis, with energy problems and the diffi- 
culties of United States leadership, events have occurred such as the 
iranian revolution which, independently of the traditionalist religious 
ideology inspiring its leaders, is undoubtedly an anti-imperialist revo- 
lution with great popular support which has broken one of the military 
and political bastions on which imperialism used to lean in that entire 
zone, so vital for its oil wealth and its strategic location. The story 
of the hostages at the United States embassy in Tehran has come on top 
of this serious setback, an unusual e:.7 undoubtedly negative act, which 
the Americans have perceived as a serious affront to their interne*+ional 
prestige. 








JOvViet Intervention in Afghanistan 


And it ja in that eontext that the Soviet troope' e: try into Afghaniatan 
nloco occurred, 


Until a few years ago Afghanistan was a feudal monarchy traditionally 
involved in the struggle against British imperialism which failed to 
subjugate that country of rugged mountain people, used to handling arm 
Jealous of their independence, organized practically into tribes, many 
or them nomadic, From the time of the triumph of the October revolution 
the Afghan monarchy was an ally of the USSR in which it saw support vis- 
a-vie the British imperialists. During the 1960's a palace coup toppled 
Lhe monarchy, announcing reforms that did not have significant conse- 
quences on the life of the people. Regardless ©' what was said in this 
respect, in Afghanistan a popular revolution has never taken piace but 
only @ struggle among the leadership circles, an effort by the most 
informed cores among the latter who continued to seek and find the favor 
of the Soviet Union. 


Jndouttedly, starting from Pakistan--perhaps also from other countries-- 

imperialism, specifically the departments of the Cla, fomented subversion 
in Afghanistan and provided means to those circles which opposed the new 

political regime. 


Things Like this do not happen exclusively in Afghanistan but in all those 
places where domestic contradictions are being exploited in some sense or 
other . 


What happens is that there where the revolutionary regimes are really 
popular they find within themselves and in the moral, political, and 

even economic support of other peoples the strength necessary to reduce 
and defeat the imperialist intrigues without the intervention of foreign 
troops. It is necessary to except cases like that of Angola where the 
revolutionary government, faced with the aggression by South African 
troops, sought the assistance of Cuban military forces. But that was a 
measure taken in the face of clear intervention by foreign military forces. 


This is not the case of Afghanistan. 

Untenable Explanation 

The Soviet leadership has justified that intervention by saying that it 
respondec to a request of the Afghan Government. additionally, a series 


of explenations originating at other levels has specifie. that what was 
involved was "saving" the "socialist system in that country.” 


Unfortunately, none of those explanations is credible except to those who, 
for sentimental reasons, are prepared to accept any explanation as valid 
in advance. 














The government of Hafizgullah Amin could not have been the one which called 
for the Soviet troops. He is himself accused of having been an agent of 
the ClA, and it is not conceivable that it was Amin, who was furthermore 
shot immediately, who called the Soviets. And the government of Babrak 
Karmal was formed following the entry of the Soviet troops and leaned on 
them. Nor could it have been the earlier government of Nur Mohammad 
Taraki since, even if he had done so, the Soviets ignored the call. They 
allowed Amin to have Taraki Killed and publicly hailed, by means of cables 
reported by the press, the formation of the Amin government. 


The explanation that the Afghan Government called on the Soviet troops is 
untenable, 


The explanation that what was involved was to "save" socialism in 
Afghanistan is even more untenable since @ socialist regime definitely 
did not exist in that country. 


Our Internationalist Class Position 


Jome individuals, including our comrades, are outraged by the fact that 
all the anticommunists are virulently criticizing the Soviet Union and 
they &@re talking of adopting an internationalist class position in light 
of this situation. These individuals perhaps consider that those commu- 
nist parties like ours which have condemned the invar’on of Afghanistan 
take ‘into account only our small national territory and that we sacrifice 
‘o the latter the interests of the international social and national 
Liberation movement. 


lt ceems necessary to me to reassert that our positions in international 
politics are class positious, deeply internationalist ones, which fully 
parallel those that we have held in domestic policy. There was a time 
when our communist parties used to consider the attitude toward decisions 
of the Soviet Union as "the cornerstone of internationalism.” But begin- 
ning with the 20th CPSU [Communist Party of the Soviet Union] Cong’ess 
that attitude was abandoned. And our communist parties retrieved our 
rignt to elaborate with our own brains the line to follow and the posi- 
tions to adopt in Light of various events, eliminating the notion of a 
cuiding party. Does this entail the threat of error? Yes, but if so 
‘hey will be our own errors. We answer for them ourselves. What we 
refuse to do is to answer for the errors of others, blindly following 
someone else. 


That is because history shows us that others also make mistakes. Let the 
names of the party founders or the glortous tradition of a party not blind 
its followers to the danger of errors. 
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Today's Revolutionary Process 


The great Cctober Revolution was the departure point of the world revolu- 
tionary process that we are experiencing today and in which we consider 
ourselves to be responsibly involved. Our adherence to that revolution 
continues to be complete. But the world transformation process does not 
depend today on those who led that revolution and who, furthermore and 
unfortunately, are no longer alive. Rather, it depends on all the forces 
involved in that task in the most diverse areas of the world. It there- 
ore depends, very concretely, even though this may be to a reduced extent, 
on ourselves, our party, but not only on our party. And it is logical that 
we should start from our domestic situation, from the context surrounding 
us because that is the condition for achieving a dominant position for the 
working and cultural forces. And starting from that premise we can make 
an authentic and effective contribution to the world process. 


War Today Is the Destruction of Revolutionary Achievements 


Today we communists and the forces transforming the world in general cannot 
think in terms that could be suitable for the realities of the World War I 
period. Indeed, it is out of World War 1, from the toppling of the czarist 
state in that war, that the conditions in which the great October Revolution 
could triumph came about. World War II also lei to the emergence of a 
series of socialist states and a whole period of decolonization in which 
humanity made great progress in the cause of national and social liberation. 


Today the situation has changed radically. No revolution whatever would be 
triumphant as a consequence of a World War II1, considering the development 
of modern arms and the existence of large nuclear stockpiles. What would 
emerge would be the destruction of revolutions which have’ triumphed so far, 
the destruction of all social classes. Indeed, it would mean the return of 
the human race to the caveman age. And for that reason today our own par- 
ties andother revolutionary parties cannot broach the topic of a World War 
[ll as could be done in the past, before World War I and World War II. 


The Only Possible Way: Peace, Detente 


loday no other meanc of progress is possible for the revolutionary and 
progressive forces than detente, peace, and struggle to prevent World 
War III at all cost. This is the first premise that we have to consider 
in addressing present-day international problems. And whoever does not 
take this into account, whoever does not start from this premise can 
clearly have a@ great heart, very noble sentiments, but no concept of 
present-day reality and of the possibilities that the revolutionary proc- 
ess will continue to progress and that we will achieve our ideal: A so- 
cialist world in whichsocial oppression and national oppression have dis- 
appeared. 
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\ceordingly, let us assert that confrontation should not occur through the 
armed clash of the two social systems and the powers which represent them, 
Rather, it should occur through the acts and struggle of the peoples, of 
each people. in the last few years, following the defeat of imperieliam 
in Vietnam--where foreign troops did not participate at any moment on the 
revolutionary side--the struggle of the peoples and internationalist soli- 
darity had achieved fundamental success. United States imperialism had to 
refrain from intervening with troops in Africa and Latin America against 
the revolutionary forces of countries which are in the mind of everyone. 
lt seemed that the principle of nonintervention, at least with troops, in 
the atfairs of another country was beginning to be established firmly. 


Explain it as you will, the intervention in Afghanistan has come to chal- 
lenge that major step forward taken by the united struggle of the peoples. 


Peace and Democratic Socialism 


The Marxist trend known as "Eurocommunism" is derived specifically from 
that idea that socialism cannot progress further except in peace and that 
therefore it has to be democratic. This means that it will be achieved 
as a consequence of winning over each of our peoples to the cause of 
socialism and not as a result of forceful imposition from whatever source. 


Consequently, I would say that for us the major task from the international 
viewpoint is to bar the return of the cold war, to prevent the development 
of tendencies to armed confrontation between the two blocs, to insure the 
detente which has made it possible and facilitated in these years the prog- 
ress of the national and social forces of liberation. 


In this task practically the whole of humanity is interested. For that 
reason, on assuming it we not only defend the ideas of the forces promot- 
ing social and national liberation but also defend the right to life for 
the entire human race. 


In Face of the Policy of Imperialism 


To insure that detente is what prompts us in the first instance to fight 
the policy of imperialism, of United ‘tates imperialism first but also of 
Ruropean imperialism. That is, this has been our principal obligation 
and, despite the difficult circumstances in which we Spanish communists 
have been functioning for 40 years, we have supported, have sustained, 
nave constantly evidenced our active solidarity with those peoples who 
fougnt imperialism. That was the case with Vietnam, with Chile, with our 
solidarity with the Palestinian people, with our struggle to uphold the 
just and legitimate aspirations of the people of the [Western] Sahara repre- 
sented by the Polisario Front. That has been the case, I repeat, in many 
battles these past few years for social and national liberation. 
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And that te hew it ie in our country today in the face of attempts to make 
Spain Join NATO or before the decision to install new nuclear missiles in 
Burope as well as in our denunciation of Prime Minister Suarez' visit to 
the United States and in our petition that we shall place before the 
Congress of Deputies that Prime Minister Suarez explain what pledges he 
has made in the United States. 


But while we fight imperialism we start from the principle that we do not 
consider this as a struggle against the United States as a people, as a 
country, or against any people or any country whatever; that we do not 
consider that the defeat of imperialism has to be the national defeat of 
the United States or any other country of the world. Whoever conceives 
of the passage of capitalism to socialism as the national defeat of one 
or several states and consequently as a military confrontation, apart 
from moving toward the destruction of the human race, would be offering 
to a decrepit social system like imperialism a powerful banner--that of 
independence and the national sovereignty of the peoples where it is the 
prevailing system. At the same time he would be disarming the working 
class and the progressive forces of those peoples ideologically and 
politically. 


Difference in Quality Between Imperialism and Socialism 


in that context we would not have any moral or political authority and 
neither would we be consistent with our global concept of the revolu- 
tionary process in today's era if we would not also condemn the inter- 
vention of Soviet troops in Afghanistan. 


The argument that imperialism does worse things, that its history is 
plagued by wars, military aggressions, plots, and other crimes, and 
that therefore it has no moral right to reprove the entry of Soviet 
troops into Afghanistan can express justified indignation but it is 
not a Marxist criterion. Between imperialism and socialism there is 

« profound difference in quality. If socialism has achieved enormous 
prestige among the peoples of the Third World and among the workers it 
is becavse its international practices were opposed to the actions of 
the imperialists, because socialism respected the integrity of the 
other peoples whatever the dominant political and social system among 
them. Assistance and solidarity with peoples in struggle is one thing; 
the military occupation of a country is another. Even though the class 
struggle may become more acute in Spain up to the point of endangering 
the achievements of workers and democrats, we communists would not seek 
the intervention of a foreign army in our country. Between 1936 and 
1939 it did not occur to anyone here to ask for the intervention of the 
Soviet army. And in 1945 we did not seek the entry of allied troops 
into Spain either. We still feel that democracy and socialism have to 
be the result of the struggle of the Spanish people. 
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Revolution ls Not Exported 


It is not @ matter, then, of the Soviet army or that of any socialist 
country intervening to save or promote revolutions. The truth is that 
there is a Leninist rule which Stalin, with all his errors, followed. 
That Leninist rule is that revolution cannot be exported and that revo- 
lution cannot be premised on the bayonets of any foreign army. And I 
wish to recall that as long as there was peace in Europe, as long as 
war did not break out, Stalin did not move the forces of the Red Army 
beyond the borders of the Soviet Union. 


In the 1930's [sic] the Japanese army invaded Soviet territory. The Red 
Army responded to that aggression and defeated the Japanese army but when 
the former reached the Soviet Union's border with Manchuria the Red Army 
halted and did not continue its advance. Soviet troops moved beyond the 
USSR's borders when the war had already begun in Europe in 1939 and 
Hitler's forces had already invaded Poland. At that time the Soviet army 
moved beyond its borders and took up positions, aware of the fact that 
sooner or later, on being attacked, the USSR would become involved in the 
war. Never, never did the Soviet Union move its army beyond its borders 
beforehand. And in this it was following a Leninist rule. 


And what are the consequences of Soviet policy in Afghanistan? One of 
its most obvious consequences is that today United States imperialism 

is retrieving the leadership that it had begun to lose. American imper- 
ialism is trying to consolidate, not without some result, a bloc of 
forces from countries which, from the technological, economic, and demo- 
graphic viewpoints are much more powerful than the Soviet Union and its 
possible allies. 


Indeed, a bloc is being formed which includes the United States, Japan, 
China, Europe, and others and which from all viewpoints is much more 
powerful than the Soviet Union. 


IT would also call attention to the fact that the Islamic world did a 180- 
degree turn moving from a position of siding with the Soviet Union to 
being against the Soviet Union. And a foreshadowing of what the future 
might bring along these lines is the vote witnessed at the United Nations 
where those who--as was mentioned--should have been the natural allies of 
the USSR voted against it. 


I fear that the speech of Prime Minister Suarez following his trip to... 
{source illegible]. I strongly fear that if the peace negotiations in 
the Middle East resuit in securing territory for the Palestinian people 
a change will occur in the Arab countries in their relation with the 
Soviet Union and the Arab countries will also join that possible block 
which has not been formed yet but which could be assembled and which, 
with policies such as those evidenced in Afghanistan, would undoubtedly 
be formed against the Soviet Union, against the socialist countries of 
Europe. 
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When we condemn the intervention in Afghanistan we are in fact defending 
the Soviet Union, we are fighting the possibility that the Soviet Union 
may end up isolated and beaten. We are precisely the ones who defend it 
and not those who, out of sentimentalism, emotion, reflexes, and ideas 
from another age give it support and say that we cannot be "neutral." 


In this respect we need to broach clearly a fictitious problem thrown in 
our face. In this case it is not a matter of being neutral or of taking 
Sides. If war came about by this means that war would not be our war. 

That is because a war in which all revolutionary conquests are destroyed, 
one in which the human race will practically be destroyed cannot be a war 
of the communists, of those who wish to transform the world and bring 
about a freer and happier world. This does mean being neutral. It simply 
means that there are other alternatives, other ways. The only way which 

is not an altermative is that of World War III. For this reason, in the 
face of such @ situation we shall strengthen--and this is the sense of the 
talks that we had in Rome with comrade Enrico Berlinguer--our entire effort 
on one hand against the attempts of United States imperialism and of all 
the European reactionary and rightist forces to use this situation to regen- 
erate once more the conditions of the cold war, and on the other hand to 
negotiate the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan. 


Negotiation, Not Cold War 


We shall struggle so that negotiations may get started between the two blocs 
and that, if there is military imbalance, that imbalance should not be solved 
by the installation of missiles in Europe. Perhaps it can be solved by re- 
ducing the missiles of those who have more. And this calls for control, for 
concrete verification of the facts. We shall struggle so that there may be 
no means of economic extortion either against the Soviet Union or against 
any country. We shall struggle against that effort to disrupt the Olympic 
Games in Moscow by those who recently celebrated the World Soccer Champion- 
ship in Argentina, with a regime, with a government which has admitted the 
disappearance of thousands of individuals assassinated by no other than the 
very police of that government. I repeat, we shall struggle against all the 
attempts of imperialism to heighten the crisis and international tension. 
But we shall also say that Soviet troops have to withdraw from Afghanistan. 
And we shall follow a line of conduct that will strive to unite all the 
communist, Socialist, leftist, Christian, and progressive forces which in 
Europe are prepared to fight for peace and cooperation, against a return 

of the cold war. 


That is our position which does not confine itself to viewing merely our own 
turf, our plot of land, our domestic problems, our convenience. Rather, it 
is a position which looks far beyond, looks for peace, looks for the future 
of the communist cause, looks out for the achievements which communism and 
the forces of social and national liberation have already made and to secure 
future advances, for a world without national or social oppression. 
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independence of Our Foreign Policy 


As for Spain's international policy, we shall strive so that our country 
may retuin its independence of action instead of becoming a pawn of the 
United States policy. It is true that Spain is not a great power and 

that its possibilities are limited even though they are more than those 
of other European countries on account of Spain's ties with Latin America 
and the Arab countries. But Spain's resources must be placed at the serv- 
ice of detente, beginning by striving to do everything possible for the 
holding and success of the European Security and Cooperation Conference 


in 1980, 





The problems of foreign policy today preoccupy a large portion of Spanish 
public opinion and therefore our party's activists who have a more acute 
political sensitivity than the average citizen. We are aware that there 
are a sufficient number of comrades in the party who will have difficulty 
identifying with the position adopted by its executive organs on the sub- 
ject of Afghanistan. Apart from traditional attitudes which have an 
impact--and we cannot be surprised at that--apart from the exasperation 
justified by the policy of imperialism, we cannot close our eyes to the 
massive propaganda effort, organized and directed propaganda, which 
explains the entry of Soviet forces into Afghanistan with arguments sim- 
ilar to those used earlier to explain the entry of Soviet troops into 
Czechoslovakia and which are subtly aimed at the internationalist fibers 
of our party. 





And the truth is that at times, in the face of the lack of understandirg 
about these topics, there are comrades who instead of facing the diffi- 
culties, of explaining our party's policy thoroughly, instead of “getting 
wet” avoid the troublesome questions hoping that they will solve them- 
selves. And perhaps some broach the problems from such heights, from a 
distance so far beyond the reasoning understandable by the workers, that 
instead of clarifying the problems they obscure them even more. 


Unity in the Party Without Artificial Differences 


We would also like to stress the need for solidarity, for party unity in 
this period. 


Precisely because of existing political difficulties, because of the hard- 
ening of governmental and employers' circles, because of the pressures to 
check the democratic process, concrete difficulties can be a broth in which 
internal contradictions in the party grow. Without dramatizing that danger 
I believe that we must be aware of it and, I repeat what I said earlier, in 
the explanation and defense of our foreign and domestic policy we shall have 
to make a determined and prompt effort, with the participation of everyone. 











1 also wish to say that we must avoid fabricating artificial differences 
among us. 


Outside the party there is much speculation regarding alleged differences 
between communists in the Workers Commissions and communists who etrive 
directly in the party. At times it is possible to perceive a sort of 

idea that the worker vanguard really consists of the Commissions and not 
the party. Why? Because, it is said, the Commissions represent 4 class, 
here is a class. There are indeed workers in the party but--I am delib- 
erately exaggerating a little to provide a more graphic idea--in the party 
there are activists of other sectors, a certain "interclass" situation 
which mandates that the party “accommodate” itself to sectors which are no 
longer the working class. And it has to follow a more "ambiguous" policy. 
in the last analysis this resumes that the vanguard is no longer the polit- 
ical party of the working class, the Marxist party, but that the vanguard 
is the trade union. I don't say that this concept is elaborated articu- 
lately, deliberately, but it is contained in some positions of very good 
comrades who are wrong and cannot only cause damage to the party but give 

a vanguard orientation to the trade union movement which has to be pre- 
cisely that--a movement in which various trends, in which various currents, 
in which various ideologies including the petty bourgeois and bourgeois 
ideology, although supported by workers, can coexist without the breakup of 
the union for all that. 


I believe that before these things we must remain alert as well as avoid 
the elitist approach--it could be that this is not the best term--but I 
refer to some inclination to withdraw ourselves in order to examine the 
problems of Eurocommunism and of theory, far from real life and the masses 
as they are in our country and our party, which in the last analysis pro- 
vides an argument to those who speak of “social-democratization," of 
"moving to the right." When I refer to both things I am not thinking of, 
much less waging & war against, this or that. Rather, 1 speak of the need 
for a political effort, for a theoretical effort, an effort of conviction 
in order to overcome all these situations. 


To conclude T wish to stress that the policy being made in-this country is 
not ours. It is not only that we are pushed aside. It is that we are 
resolutely opposed to that policy. It is that we are something else. We 
propose another alternative to that policy. But we must reach an under- 
standing over what alternative to that policy we stand for. 








We stand for a policy alternative of democratic cooperation of all forces 
of progress whose fundamental link is the unity of the left, the unity of 
Socialists and communists. 


We are not a radical extremist alternative in any way. We are an alternative 
for the rationalization, the development, and the stabilization of the entire 
democratic process, for the progressivist solution of the crisis. We repre- 
sent an alternative of dialog with all democratic forces and families. 
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COUNTRY SECTION SWEDEN 


DEFENSE MINISTER URGES SOCIALISTS TO BACK JAS 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 2 Feb 80 p 8 
[Article by Henrik Borgstrom] 


[Text] The social democrats are going to decide the 
future of the Swedish Air Force. The Swedish Defense 
Establishment wants to simply pass over the next 
generation--the light attack aircraft--and go 
directly to the aircraft of the 1990's, the com 
bined fighter, attack, and reconnaissance aircraft, 
the so-called JAS. 


Defense Minister Eric Kronmark, Conservative Party, invited the Social 
Democratic Party on Friday to participate in a "broad political accord" 
concerning the JAS. This group heard OB [Supreme Commander of the Swedish 
Armed Forces] Lennart Ljung recommend such a solution. 


The OB, however, wants the government to simultaneously declare that they 
will preserve the capability of the Swedish aircraft industry to develop 
such an aircraft--in cooperation with foreign aircraft industries. 


For the 5-year period from 1980 to 1985 there is 1600 million kronor of 
defense money for aircraft development. 


A Thousand Jobs 


That means that an average of about 260 million kronor more per year will 
be used for development, and consequently at least 1000 jobs, primarily at 
Saab in Linkoping, LM Ericssen in Molndal and Volvo Flygmotor in Trollhattan. 


This falls far short of retaining the existing development capacity of these 
firms, and the question now arises if they can on the whole be preserved. 
The intention is, however, that they will cooperate to a very large extent 
with foreign aircraft industries, buying many of the new aircraft parts 
abroad instead of ordering the details tailor-made, as was prev'ously done 
with the Viggen. 
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Some development people at Saab and LM can, however, be kept busy pro- 
longing the life of three or four divisions of J35 Draken--which amounts 
to 50 to 70 aircraft. These are fighters which would have been taken out 
of service in 1987-88, but due to improvements will be serviceable until 
the mid-1990's. 


Without a Mission 


OB Lennart Ljung believes that after all the years of analysis the govern- 
ment must now make a clear decision about which way the country will go on 
the aircraft question. Uncertainty leads to difficulty in maintaining con- 
fidence in the ability of the air force, primarily among its own personnel, 
he said. 


The OB really had no mission to come out with the recommendation which he 
made. The Liberal Party government last summer gave him the mission of 
studying a light attack and training aircraft compared with building 
several more divisions of Viggen. 


At the end of November he received a supplementary directive from the new 
defense minister, Eric Kronmark, to also study the purchase of a foreign 
aircraft, for example the American F-16. 


At the beginning of January, Commander in Chief of the Swedish Air Force 
Dick Stenberg came forth with his evaluation and he chose the light attack 
and training aircraft SK2 over the F-16. 


New Studies 


After that, the OB during the remainder of January examined Stenberg's 
recommendation, especially from the standpoint of wartime economy. The OB 
then decided that he would rather have the F-16 than the SK 2 "by a hairs- 
breadth." 


Neither of these solutions, however, are said to be completely satisfactory. 


OB Ljung said, "I have therefore looked for an entirely different solution 
to the aircraft question, and that is what I now recommend. 


I do not know exactly what a JAS is. First some studies must be made, 
and tenders requested from the aircraft industry for 1981. 


"We do not know how large a part of the development can be done in Sweden. 
The industry is coming into a different situation than before, and it is 
forced to compete with foreign aircraft industries for various tasks." 


Supersonic 
"It is clear, however, that the JAS will be a supersonic aircraft, and 


that it will start coming into the air force in the beginning of the 1990's 
and then serve well into the 2000's," said Ljung. 
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(A supersonic aircraft can be used for combat far out to sea, the light 
attack aircraft studied earlier was designed to be a subsonic aircraft for 
combat in support of the army along the Swedish coast.) 


From now until the year 2000 about 20.5 billion kronor are available over 
what Viggen costs. If the JAS is chosen, the improvements of Draken will 
cost about 450 million kronor, and a new trainer for the period 1985-2000 
about 840 million kronor. 


Therefore there will be more than about 19.2 billion kronor for the JAS, and 
the money can be spread as follows in 5-year periods: 


1980-85 1.6 
1985-90 4.7 
1990-95 6.7 
1995-2000 6.2 


These amounts include development, manufacture and armament. 


Defense Minister Eric Kronmark made the following comment on the OB's recom- 
mendation: "It would be very difficult to ignore the OB's negative judg- 
ment on the SK 2. Two alternatives remain. One is the Swedish/cooperative 
development of the JAS, and the other is direct purchase from abroad. 


"If the JAS is chosen there must be a broad political accord for such a 
line. That includes guarantees for the technical and economic continuity 
of the project." 


Social Democrats Watch 


"Also--and this is just as important--guarantees for the long-range political 
continuity of the project. 


"If these qualifications can not be fulfilled the foreign solution is the 
only alternative," said Kronmark, meaning that the social democrats must 
also be included in the "broad political accord." 


Inside the Social Democratic Party they will still not take a position on 
the new JAS aircraft. 


Leading defense politicians in the party say that they still know too 
little about the project. But according to what DAGENS NYHETER has learned 
there are a couple of influential groups with connections in the Saab 
factory at Linkoping who think that it is an interesting thought to go 
directly ahead with the JAS. That would safeguard Swedish aircraft 
production in the 1990's, they believe. 
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In order to fill in the dotted and hatched areas, three different types of 
aircraft are considered: JAS, /- 16 and Sk 2. Area B means lengthening 

the life of Draken, and Area C r ons the new JAS. That is also the alter- 
native recommended by the OB. Ai»* A involves continuation of the light 
attack aircraft. It is now knov..n exactiy how this area would be filled 

in, probably by lengthening the lite of the SK 60 and a new unarmed trainer 
aircraft. (Basic material for this graph was taken from Friday's DAGENS 
NYHETER, where Major General Bengt Liljestrand of the Swedish National War 
College argued in favor of the course of action chosen by the OB.) 
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COUNTRY SECTION SWEDEN 


PAPER COMMENTS ON ‘POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS' IN JAS ISSUE 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 2 Feb 80 p 2 
[Editorial: "OB's Flying Plans") 


[Text] The OB [Supreme Commander of the Swedish Armed Forces] did not 
want to restrict himself to the alternatives for the future of combat 
aircraft which the government last year directed him to consider. He 
recommended an aircraft called JAS [Initials standing for fighter, attack, 
reconnaissance in Swedish] which in about the year 1990 would begin to 
replace all the versions of Viggen. The aircraft would be produced by 
cooperation between Swedish and foreign aircraft companies. 


At the same time the OB requested the government to adopt a clesr decision 
in principle on the aircraft question. Continued uncertainty means waste, 
poor planning and weaker defense. 


The OB is asking for quite a lot. Consequently, the politicians will now-- 
the OB says "now'--take a position on an aircraft alternative which was 

not one of the alternatives that the Parliament and the government ccn- 
sidered last year. The cost of the OB's recommeadation is almost unknown. 
The government's desire that the alternative should be costed out on the 
basis of tenders from industry could not be fulfilled--naturally, con- 
sidering it is an aircraft which is only in the "tasking stages." 


The advantages of the JAS are the same as with the Viggen system. The 
same ground support can be used for different functions, the system can be 
adapted to suit Swedish needs, and we can utilize our industrial capacity. 
According to the OB the operational requirements of the future for an all- 
round useful combat aircraft are also well-established. The argument for 
the JAS appears to be so convincing that one wonders why there has been 
any talk at all about a light Swedish-made attack aircraft (B3LA, SK38/A38, 
or SK2). Which difficulties have suddenly disappeared? Why did not the 
air force and the many investigations settle directly on the JAS? 
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The key question has always been economic. The costs to develop and manu- 
facture our own advanced combat aircraft can be enormous for a small 
country with short production runs. Resources must be invested in the 
weapons carrier, and too little will be left over for weapons and other 
material. With a large conscript army and an expensive peace organization 
there is always a risk that appropriations for material will be depleted, 
The economic perspective toward the turn of the century hardly allows us to 
plan for real increases in our defense expenditures. 


For an aircraft project of the dimensions of JAS to be carried out success- 
fully a definite goal must be decided upon early, and tenaciously adhered 
to. «Alternative solutions which can cause delays and increased expenses 
must quickly be brushed aside. A JAS project must be carefully fitted to 
the development of the Viggen system so that the combined costs will level 
our. 


Can the project meet these requirements? JAS will be a Swedish ,roject, an 
aircraft with a Swedish profile, but both the development work and the 
production must be accomplished in cooperation with foreign companies. 
Components from different sources must be worked together into a new unity. 
Is there not a limit to how far one can go in this direction? Ils there 

not a requirement, as with Viggen, that there be a broad production basis 
which guarantees the feasibility of the project when the foreign components 
perhaps are not suitable? 


If JAS grows together with other countries’ aircraft projects into an 
international system there can be greater political complications than if 
we should purchase complete aircraft trom, for example, the U.S.A. 


Defense Minister Eric Kronmark says that JAS can become a reality only if 

a broad political accord can be reached. "Guarantees for the technical and 
economic continuity of the project" are also needed. All these conditions 
must, according to him, be fulfilled “in the near future so that the 
Parliament can reach a decision." Otherwise, only the foreign alternative 
remains. In other words Kronmark believes that the SK2 alternative should 
be eliminated from discussion. 


That is a quick switch! The commander in chief of the air force has put 

the SK2 ahead of the purchase of a foreign aircraft like the F-16. The 
light attack and training aircraft would, according to the OB, be suitable 
for "important operational attack missions." The aircraft plan should make 
it possible to delay a decision on compatibility with the Viggen system, 
while at the same time preserving Swedish development and production capa- 
city, which eventually may be used as a basis for civil aircraft production. 
In a choice between a Swedish and a foreign solution, employment and the 
balance of payments must also play a part. 
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COUNTRY SECTION SWEDEN 


SOCIALIST DEBATE G.VES TENTATIVE BACKING TO JAS 
GlLoekholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 6 Feb 80 p 11 


[Excerpts] The social democrats are not saying no to 
the development by Saab of the multiple combat aircraft 
JAS for the 1990's, with the presupposition that it will 
be cheaper than foreign alternatives. 


That is what the party's spokesman for aviation affairs, Ake Gustavsson, 
is expected to say in the presence of the entire Swedish military leader- 
ship, among others, at the People and Defense Conference at Storlien on 
Wednesday. 


Gustavsson says, however, that the position taken does not indicate a 
clear go-ahead signal from the social democrats. 


"Since we do not have the necessary facts we would like to have a directive 
to investigate given to the defense committee or the aviation industry com 
mittee," said Gustavsson. The resulting position could then be included 

in the 1982 defense decisions. 


Take Risk 


"Study money in the same scope as that which was appropriated for recent 
aircraft projects (for example Viggen and B3LA) is out of the question. 
Saab must take its own commercial risk," said Gustavsson. 


"Besides, the Swedish aircraft industry must clearly understand that 
proposal is going to be weighed against foreign alternatives." 


The Social Democratic Party believes that after the 1990's, when the Viggen 
which is now being delivered has become obsolete, Sweden will need a new 
fighter aircraft. 


Critical 


On the other hand there is much criticism of the light attack and training 
aircraft SK2 (a variation of the so-called Aslingen) which the center 
recommends. Defense Minister Kronmark has now received an expected and 
positive reaction from the social democrats and therefore it would be diffi- 
cult for the center to continue to press for the SK2. 
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COUNTRY SECTION SWEDEN 


ARMED FORCES CHIEF URGES MORE TRAINING, RAPID CALL-UP SYSTEM 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 4 Feb 80 pp 1, 9 


[Text] OB [Commander in Chief of the Swedish Armed 
Forces] Lennart Ljung wants many more “increased 
states of readiness of different kinds" and rapid 
draft calls in the future. This is to show the 
outside world that the Swedish armed forces are 

at the same level of readiness as the forces of 

the world around us. According to the OB this 
recommendation should not be connected with the 
crisis between the great powers. 


But so that the credibility of our defense can be maintained a number of 
procedures should be carried out, for example now and then to hold refresher 
training with rapid transportation from southern Sweden to northern Norrland. 
He made these remarks at the People and Defense Conference at Storlien on 
Sunday. 





None of the leading defense politicians who were present from the Social 
Democratic Party, Liberal Party, Center Party or Conservative Party com- 
mented on the OB's speech. 


Several other examples of increased readiness in its "simplest form": 


--Increasing leadership readiness of all assigned personnel. 
-~-Increasing readiness of the peace organization's staffs and units. 
--Earlier scheduling or limited lengthening of refresher training. 
--Regrouping of conscript units and refresher training units to areas of 
the country where they can better be utilized. 

--Recalling key personnel with especially important functions in both 
civil and military defense. 

--Increasing preparations to destroy our airfields. 








The OB said that these increases in readiness are the alternative to 
having standing forces of different kinds, but it is difficult for us to 
organize and to afford standing forces. 
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Another reason for increased readiness is that the Swedish conscript defense 
forces are demobilized, and therefore sometimes need faster calling up so 
that we can reach the level of preparedness that defense forces have in the 
world around us. He eaid that therefore if measures for increased readi- 
ness occur in Sweden with increased frequency in the future this should not 
be regarded as provocative. 


Do Not Hesitate 


"On the other hand, the absence of measures of this kind gives the impression 
that we hesitate to utilize our defense resources," said General Ljung. "In 
the worst case that can lead to a potential (possible) attacker misinter- 
preting both our will and our ability to defend ourselves." 


The OB also wants an increase in the number of military aircraft and ships. 
He would also increase the rapid transportation capability between various 
parts of the country. 


"Above all we need credibility in our defense in the future and an increased 
demonstration of our will and ability to assemble quickly and use our 
defense resources in various parts of the country," he said. "Otherwise 

our defense will be comparable to the goalkeeper in a soccer game who 
declares before the game that he does not intend to stop any balls coming 
toward the left side of the goal." 


loday it is the government which decides on call-ups for refresher training. 
But OB Lennard Ljung wants the military leadership to have increased authority 
to carry out different measures for increasing readiness, such as calling 

up key personnel. 


Also present at the conference was Sweden's Ambassador to West Germany 
Sven Backlund. He said that the crisis in Afghanistan had strongly 
influenced crisis awareness in West Germany. During the Christmas season 
a special crisis staff was assembled at military headquarters and a series 
of other steps were taken. 


Raise Voices 


"Some western countries are beginning to reconsider their defense budgets. 
On the other hand, during the past week I attended a course at the Swedish 
UD [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] and there the crisis in Afghanistan was 
hardly mentioned,” said the OB. 


Jan Nygren, chairman of SSU [Social Democratic Youth of Sweden] said that 
the debate on detente should increase when tensions in the world increase, 
instead of increasing the debate on armaments as we are now doing. “In 

such a situation we must raise our voices and fight still harder for detente 
and disarmament. Only in this way can our credibility increase,” he said. 
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COUNTRY SECTION TURKEY 


GENC: TERRORIST GROUPS INFLUENCED BY FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE 
Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 14 Jan 80 pp 1, 10 


[Text] Deliberations concerning the budget of the Ministry of the Interior 
began yesterday within the Mixed Commission for the Budget. In their 
statements, the members focused on the issues of domestic anarchy and arms 
smuggling; and requested the prompt adoption of needed legal and administrative 
countermeasures. 


Suleyman Genc who is an RPP [Republican People's Party] representative from 
Izmir addressed the issue of domestic anarchy in the following words: "Despite 
ideological differences terrorist organizations share essentional similarities. 
Very close ties involving friendship, operational cooperation and information 
sharing exist between terrorist groups. Such groups have legal extensions 

and international ties. In general, the decisionmaking central organs of 
these groups are influenced and led by foreign intelligence networks." Genc 
requested an. explanation from the Minister of the Interior concerning the 
case of an individual known as "Baba." 


Genc stated that this individual's name had become involved in arms smuggling 
and charged that he had been invited into the office of the person currently 
heading the apparatus for internal security while the latter served as a 
central governor. [Turkish governors are appointed by the Ministry of the 
Interior in Ankara and dispatched to the provinces of the country. Those who 


hold gubernatorial rank but are not appointed to a particular province remain 
as central governors in Ankara. ] 


In discussing the operational plans of the terrorist groups, Genc stated that 
the operations aimed to undermine legal authority among the public and to bring 
about internal unrest through the murder of prominent individuals. Genc further 
stated: "These groups attempt to ampli_y denominational, ethnic or other dif- 
ferences for the purpose of translating them into operation activities. I 
beseech you and urge you towa-d the adoption of a common viewpoint concerning 
this matter. It is not sufficient to merely villify those who commit murder. 
It is wrong and heedless to suggest that patriotic individuals could not commit 
crimes. An intelligence capability to bring to the open crimes involving 
terrorist organizations does not exist. The resources available to the 
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security forces lag far behind those of the terrorist groups. Some of the 
security forces are openly involved in terrorism. The terrorist organizations 
in particular are influenced by foreign intelligence networks and as long as 
these foreign intelligence networks are not rendered inoperative, terrorism 
will continue to intensify. The abduction of Mehmet Ali Agca, the murderer 

of writer Abdi Ipekqi, is very interesting. Those who, in the name of the 
state, encourage the commission of all kinds of deeds and crimes as long as 
these may lead to a given ideology constitute a terrorist group. This govern- 
ment has the obligation of bringing to light the circumstances of Mehmet Ali 
Agca's abduction," 


Later, Genc stated that organic links exist between purveyors of terror and 
arms smugglers. Genc further maintained the following: "We must unite at a 
minimum level of democracy and on a common front before we can take preventive 
measures. With the repeal of Articles 141, 142 and 163 [articles in the Turkish 
constitution that ban ieftwing activities] we would be able to sign our approval 
to any preventive mea’ ites that may have already been adopted by the West. 


Seyfi Ozturk who is a JP [Justice Party] representative from Eskisehir also 
addressed himself io the terrorist incidents and stated that the radical 

left is striving to replace national consciousness with class consciousness. 
Ozturk added: "I must now state that we must come to an agreement on the 
dividing line that separates the notion of liberty from that of disruptiveness. 
In our opinion, those who confiscate the rights of others and disrupt public 
order are also those who abuse civil liberties. We must jointly oppose such 
abuse," 


In citing examples from France and De Gaulle, Ozturk stated: "Are we going 

to be less capable than the French in adopting preventive measures? In 
France state security courts were established with the addition of a single 
subsection to existing law. On the other hand, we have been unable to form 

a state security court since 1972, despite the fact that the provision for its 
formation has been inserted in the constitution." 


Ozturk continued by saying that the police force was in need of better morale 
and support, and that the anarchists should no longer be depicted as "innocent 
children." In citing examples from Germany and England, Oztlirk stated that 
"While even the communist parties in Western nations have condemned the recent 
event in Afghanistan, some in our country have defined this as an event of 
national liberation. The IGD [Progressive Youth Organization] has distributed 
statements supporting the aggression against Afghanistan, while even communists 
in Western nations have shown primary allegience to their homelands." 
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COUNTRY SECTION TURKEY 


SOYSAL HINTS AT CONSPIRACY, INSINUATES CIA INVOLVEMENT 
Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 16 Jan 80 p 2 
[Article by Mumtaz Soysal] 


[Text] A certain news item did not appear very prdéminently in our press. It 
was featured in only one paper. It involved efforts by the Carter administra- 
tion to find new ways that would secure authorization for the CIA [Central 
Intelligence Agency] to resume political "operations" in foreign countries, 

The Hughes-Ryan Ammendment had imposed restrictions on CIA "undercover opera- 
tions," which in the past had become the cause of great political consequences. 
In an attempt to prevent the CIA from singlehandedly undertaking operations 
without the knowledge of even the most senior government officials, the ammend- 
ment had been squeezed into a foreign aid bill adopted in 1974. This decision 
required the CIA to provide secret information to at least eight congressional 
committees and to obtain specific presidential authorization before under- 
taking any operations of his kind. 


It now appears that President Carter has begun to move towards a relaxation 
of these restrictions. 


It is certain that the adoption of the Hughes-Ryan Ammendment in 1974 did not 
bring about a total abstinence by the United States in interfering in the 
internal affairs of friendly or hostile governments since that date. All 
nations, including the United States, seek to influence events in foreign 
countries, By maintaining Embassies and missions on foreign soil, every nation, 
including the United States, seeks to steer developments in foreign countries 
into directions that are compatible with its own interests. A reduction in 

the constraints imposed by the ammendment is clearly indicative of an increased 
American predisposition toward the exertion of such influence. 


No other way can be found to deal with a turbulent world in general, or with 
the awakening populations of the Middle East in particular. 


The collapse of the shah came about at a time when he seemed most invulnerable. 
He has been replaced by a revolutionary regime and no agreement exists as to 
the manner in which a dialog is to be establ‘shed between the United States 
and this regime. All of this may be considered as the beginning of a new 
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period of confusion in America, While Washington struggled in the impasse 
represented by Khomeyni, the events in Afghanistan furcher undermined the 
region's balance of power. At present Mrs Indira Gandhi's return to power 
in India in spite of all odds constitutes a final straw in exacerbating a 
situation that is already highly undesirable from an American standpoint. 


In essence, the emirates of the Persian Gulf and the huge Arabian Peninsula 
itself remain as the weakest and most sensitive of Near Eastern regions. 
Behind a facade of tranquillity, it is clear that certain distrubing factors 
exist in these areas. Social orders of the Middle Ages cannot survive 
indefinitely, even if they are relaxed to some extent by the attributes of a 
frighteningly consumerist economy. It has become clear only recently that the 
raid on the Kaba constituted more than an act of folly seeking the arousal of 
the Islamic World, and that it was in effect one component of a widespread 
conspiracy to overthrow the leadership of the country. 





For an America that has run out of solutions and formulas to cope with such 
situations this environment has created an area that is rather suitable for 
"covert operations." 


To consider Turkey as a country beyond this area would be singularly unrealistic. 


For this reason, whether we espouse rightwing or leftwing solutions for the 
salvation of Turkey we must, regardless of the nature of our respective 
political convictions, exercise much greater caution toward future designs 
on Turkey. 





Such caution should focus primarily upon the news sources that generate the 
news that are targeted for our minds. We must not forget that the world 
market for news remains in the hands of Western sources and of three or four 
large news networks in particular. It is very unfortunate that the Third 
World has not yet taken the steps to break this monopoly, Given this, we 
must consider it as natural when every situation is reflected from the stand- 
point of Western interests, or when efforts are made to create realities 
from nonexistant situations. It should be expected, for example, that news 
which in times such as these would bring about a deterioration in relations 
between Turkey and its Middle Eastern neighbors such as Iraq, Iran and Syria 
would be brought to the limelight; or that situations would be engineered 

to serve as topics for news of this kind. 


Actually, "conspiracy theories" can serve to make a person very miserable. 
it is even possible to lose one's sanity by constantly thinking that the 
events surrounding one's existence are being planned and carried out by 
others. 


Nevertheless the best antidote against foreign intrigues is a knowledge of 
one's self. Those who know what to do, where to go and where to take Turkey 
will not become easy prey to intrigues. 
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In 15 years and especially during the latest period of RPP [Republican People's 
Party} leadership, Turkey has reached a certain level in ite relations with 

the nations of the Third World and the Middle East. While this level is pro- 
bably still inadequate, it is very much better than Turkey's position during 
the 1950's. We would be singularly disrespectful to ourselves if we were to 
fall for the scenarios of intrigues planned far away, and abandon our current 
position, 
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COUNTRY GNCU LON TURKEY 


BASTURK TO DISK MEETING IN IZMIR: ‘TURKEY IS MORTGAGE! TO IMPERIALISM’ 
Ietanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 27 Jan 80 pp 1, 11 


[Text] Izmir (CUMHURIYET Aegean Bureau) -- A large crow! participated 
yesterday in the "Struggle for Democracy” parade and rally which was 
arranged under DISK [Confederation of Revolutionary Worker Unions | leader- 
ship and supported by many progressive democratic organizations. DISK 
General Chairman Abdullah Basturk, speaking at the rally, said, “The 
devaluation means that workers and retirees are being pushed officially 
into the arms of hunger and poverty." 


Tight security measures were taken in the city for the parade, in which 
Aegean area members of all DISK-affiliated unions marched. The security 
forces stationed at all major thoroughfares and street corners by early 
morning were obviously taking pains to avoid the outbreak of an incident 
of any kind. The workers, democratic organization sembers, students and 
youths who began gathering at Konak ‘ere at 1000 hours were frequently 
heard chanting such slogans as "Down «ith fascism,” "Long live the union 
of forces and action of all antifascist, anti-imperialist, antichauvinist 
forces," “Long live our revolutionary struggle," “Long live socialisa,” 
"Long live DISK,” and "Down with U.S. imperialism.” The large gathering 
later left Konak Square and marched via Guaruk and First Kordon to Cun- 
huriyet Square, and dispersed after the rally there. 


DISK General Chairman Abdullah Basturk., who made a speech at the Cumhur- 
iyet Square meeting, maintained that those who wanted to make Turkey into 
a base for warfare against the struggle for independence of the Middle 
Eastern peoples had launched economic warfare for the annihilation of the 
basic rights and freedoms ani said, "The devaluation which has been made 
shows the economic side of this plan. The devaluation means that workers 
and retirees are being pushed officially into the arms of hunger and pov- 
erty. With the new order, Turkey is being mortgaged to imperialism in the 
fullest sense," 


Basturk said that the decisions announced by the political administration 
were open proof of the verbatim implementation of decisions which imperi- 
alism wanted to be taken by means of such organizations as the IMF and 


























OECD. “Yet, there is not one, single nation which has been saved by IMF 
prescriptions. The decisions which have been taken will further raise the 
cost of living and will redouble the profits of the speculators, the black 
marketeers and the importers. These decisions corroborate the views con- 
tained in the Demirel goverment program and revealed on various occasions 
by the ministers about new opportunities that would be provided to the 
private sector,” he said. 


"With the new order, Turkey is being mortgaged to imperialism in the 
fullest sense, trafficking in foreign exchange is being made official in 
the truest sense. All of this cannot save these low, these vile, these 
rotten plans which alienate floundering men from humanity,” he added. 


Touching in his speech on how the government had taken “anarchy and ter- 
rorism” as the remedy for everything, Abdullah Basturk said, "What the 
bourgeoisie wants is the destruction of our revolutionary struggle, the 


silencing of our people. But they will never defeat us. We will win this 
fight.” 
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EDITORIAL CRITICIZES DEMIREL‘'S RECORD 
Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 30 Jan 80 p 3 
[Editorial by Ali Sirmen: “Courage” | 


[Text] There is a tradition in Turkey whereby we always wender, after any 
development, what the French might think about it, and the British, the 
Americans, the Germans. Our newspapers never let an opportunity escape to 
query at once, through their foreign correspondents, second-, third- or 
fourth-level authorities as to their thoughts on developments. For exan- 
ple, when the Turkish national soccer team beat Wales, our sports press 
could hardly wait to ask the French what they thought about it. Yet the 
French never Bother to ask the Turks what they think about them on any- 
thing; the same goes for the Germans, the Americans and the British. 


And we have not given up the habit this time. No sooner do we have a de- 
valuation than we 211 start to wonder. What does the Western world think 
about the latest measures? But this time there was a reason for this 
behavior. The devaluation, in fact, was made at the behest of the West. 
In short, Demirel complied with every demand in order to get money from 
the West. 


Now we leacn from the newspapers that the French see Demirel’s latest 
undertaking as a very “courageous act." 


What is the definition of courage? According to Socrates, courage is the 
predominance of mind over emotions. Courage is the ability to hold the 
emotions and fear in check. This, doubtless, is the intellectual defini- 
tion. But when a person who has never heard of electricity grabs a live 
wire in his bare hand, he dies not from courage, but ignorance. 


In iight of this definition, is it possible to describe Demirel’s actions 
as courage? 


Before answering the question, it is necessary to know what Demirel is 
trying to do. 











There is no doubt about the absence of any correlation between the classic 
definition of devaluation and what Demirel has done, because Turkey would 
not stand to gain much from devaluation using the classic indicators. The 
Central Bank has no foreign @xchange reserves with which to cover demands 
of any sort. In this case, there is no question of the devaluation’s in- 
stantaneously covering all the needs of industry and thus increasing pro- 
duction or of reducing inflation by reestablishing the balance between sup- 
ply and demand. Moreover, since Turkey's industry is not working at full 
capacity, neither is there any question of industry's suddenly becoming 
strong enough to compet’ in sales abroad when it does not even have suf- 
ficient goods to supply the domestic market. There can be no thought of 
being able to sell more agricultural products after devaluation. 


This being the case, it is necessary to seek the reasons for the recent 
devaluation in Turkey's own peculiarities, not in the classic definition. 
For not one of Turkey's devaluations, except one or two experiments, has 
stemmed from reasons contained in the classic definition. 


What has pushed Demirel to devaluation is the pressure of outside forces. 
Demirel thinks he can, with his own policies, seize the life preserver 
thrown to him by the capitalist world, in order to allow the bankrupt 
Turkis> economy to catch its breath. But what is happening is the West 
introduced a series of proposals before it would throw out this life pre- 
server. And devaluation is being applied as one of the rings in this 
series of proposals. 


Actually, devaluation is not the most important of Demirel‘'s recent 
decisions. Justice Party general chairman, head of government and by this 
token "embodiment" of the regime,” Mr Suleyman, while opening all of 
Turkey's resources to foreign capital, is also abandoning the state to 
foreign forces and, to the extent of their presence in the country, to one 
sector of capital. And by this act, Demirel is turning the second corner 
since the founding of Turkey. This corner is the completion in the eco- 
nomic field ef the Western satellite policy begun after World War II. 


Indeed, Turkey has fulfilled the capitalist satellite policy begun after 
World War II with Demirel's decision last week and, thus, a process which 
has been taking plece over 30-some years has reached completion. 


The economic infrastructure for a policy of following entirely in 
America's military and political wake abroad has been formed by Demirel. 
Local and foreign capital will now achieve a status of open and indis- 
putable domination in Turkey. How open this domination is is seen; as for 
its indisputability, there is an effort to realize that through laws pre- 
sented to parliament. 


Ecevit grasped the situation in the statements he made at his last press 
conference and seems to detect efforts on Demirel’s part to sanitize the 
Turkish Republic and create a new banana republic after the Latin American 
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model. The RPP general chairman's getting into the act is, to be quite 
frank, welcome. But if the welcomeness of his action is irrefutable, its 
inadequacy is equally irrefutable, because the economic and political 
initiatives Demirel has announced and the restraint laws he has brought 
before parliament are all inseparable parts complementing one another. 


In this case, to say "Yes" to restraint laws while sinitizing the state 
under the name of economic measures and launching ventures to give it a 
new image is a contradiction which negates the meaning of the latter, and 
the so-called “warning letter” cannot be shown as the rationale for this 
contradictory behavior. 


Then this is where the answer to the question of Mr Suleyman’s courage 
lies. Mr Suleyman is using restraint to silence the dwmocratic and patri- 
otic forces which oppose the state sanitizing operation and thinks he can 
make plusudering and exploitation prevail. If the democratic forces in 
Turkey and, in this context, the RPP act along the lines of Mr Suleyman's 
vision, then Mr Morrison's bravery, however unsavory its purpose, will be 
irrefutable, 


But if the democratic and patriotic ferces, the labor-related organizations 
and social groups become braver and bolder than Mr Suleyman and mess up 
his game, then Demirel's actions, which have been called courageous, will 
fail ami turn into ignorance. 


In short, the description of Mr Suleyman's behavior depends on the courage 
of the democratic forces. 


Great tasks in this matter befall the RPP general chairman, who finally 
saw the light the other day, and his entire organization. 
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HIGH RATE OF PRINTING OF MONEY CALLED MAJOR FACTOR IN INFLATION 


Istanbul AYDINLIK in Turkish 5 Feb 60 p 4 


{tess During the period 1970 ~- 1979, national income in Turkey inoreased 

» while the volume of banknotes in circulation increased by 
a factor of 12.95. Meanwhile, the increase in Central Bank credits grew 
to a level of 25.48 times the 1970 level. 


It ie observed that inflation, one of the primary factors of the economic 
crisis in our nation, has been caused by various successive government s' 
having issued excessive quantities of money without backing — as well as 
by insufficient production. 


Thus, while the reel rise in national income over the past nine-year 
period has been about 70 percent, the increase in emission (i.e., prin- 
ting) of currency has reached the alarming level of 1200 percent. 


In the year 1979, the increase in our economy's output of goods and ser~ 
vices was 1.7 percent. In opposition to this, however, the rate of popu- 
lation increase during the same year was about 2.5 percent. Consequently, 
the per capita output of goods and ces in during the year 
just past registered a drop of .008 Pe in comparison with the 
previous year. 


In other words: In 1979, if the purchasing power in the market had re- 
mained at the 1978 level (of 113 billion lira), everyone would have been 
able to purchase slightly less in goods and services with the same amount 
of money. However, although the Central Bank issued an additional 67 bil- 
lion lira in currency in 1979, vaising the purchasing power in the market 
to 160 billion lira, an increase in production of this proportion did not 
occur. 


Due to the great mequality of income distribution, the greater portion 
of the currency issued without backing was collected in a very few hands. 
Thies state of affairs has emerged as one of the chief factors fueling the 
increase in market prices. 
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Meanwhile, the increase in the volume of currency was 67 billion lira in 
1979. This represents an inorease on the order of 58 percent. As for 
Central Bank oredite, thie figure increased by 129 billion lira during 
the same year, reflecting a "monetary pumping" of 53 percent. 


The increase in budget expenditures is aleo among the factors which exa- 
oerbate inflation. During 1979, 536 billion lira was spent from the 
state budget, which had originally been set at 407 billion lira. In 
addition, the subsidies applied to certain goods increased the budget 
deficit even further. Thus, while the practice of printing and spending 
excessive amounte of money not backed by production increased pricea by 
about 70 percent in just one year, a new stage in the crisis has been 


entered with the JP government's 50-percent devaluation and its decontrol 
of prices. 
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FINANCE MINISTER WARNS OF SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF INFLATION 
Istanbul GUNAYDIN in Turkish 4 Fed 60 p 5 


{texs] Ankara: Finance Minister Iemet Seagin has stated that "The effort 
© alleviate the harm caused to the great majority within a society suf- 
fering from inflation has been taken as the number-one task of our adminie- 
tration. The increased cost-of-living adjustment for our state employees 
has been determined as a result of thie economic necessity. The effects 
of inflation will be kept in mind as a matter of course in the collective 
contracts of our workers and in the support purchases from our agricul- 
tural producers." 


In ea statement made while presenting the Budget Bill for Fiecal Year 1960 
to the General Assembly of the Senate of the Republic, Sesgin announced 
that "The tax bill prepared by the administration in order to complement 
the economic measures which it has taken has reached the final stage, and 
the bill will be presented tc the Parliament in the days just ahead." 


In his address, Finance Minister Sesgin also provided information on the 

tax bill which is being drawn up, saying that "With the new tax law, the 

minimum wage will be exempt from taxation, and income tax will be applied 
only at income levels above the sinimum wage level." 


According to the information provided by Seagin, the inoome tax tables 
will be improved and reformulated by means of the bill, while property 
declarations will be taxed in a different manner. 


Also stating that the drawbacks will be eliminated from those provisions 
of the Law on Inheritance Taxes which create difficulties for indigent 
heirs, Sesgin later spoke in summary as follows: 


"A pumber of fixed taxes which have become virtually meaningless due to 
inflation, and, in partioular, those exceptions and exemptions which are 
aimed at social goals, will be reformulated at a level more closely in 
keeping with contemporary conditions. 
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New Declaration for Real Hetate Tax 


"New measi:ves to promote both production and export wili be inoluded in 
the taxation system. In addition, the taxation of ieal estate will be 
simplified, and all those subject to the real estate tax will be called 
upon to make another declaration in 1980. 


"Purthermore, we are working on a number of bille for the inclusion of 
an indexing system in the tax laws, so that there can be a viable, on- 
going compatibility between the tax system and the general rise in 


prices. 


"In addition to the changes which will be made in the tax code, adminie- 
trative steps aimed at inoreasing the efficiency of the tax administra- 
tion system will be augmented during the days ahead, and the tax in- 
spection system will be expanded and made more effective, while the tax 
court administration will be restructured so as to operate more quickly 
and more productively." 


later, Finance Minister Seagin noted that "The budget being offered has 
been drawn up within an anti-inflationist frame of mind," saying that 
"With thie budget, a new step forward will be taken in the struggle 
against inflation. In addition, the policies on savings and investment, 
money and credit, taxation and spending, foreign exchange and foreign 
trade, and prices and interest rates, all of which have suffered greatly 
from the ravages of inflation, will be reformulated in accordance with 
the outlook evidenced in our budget." 


Noting that the situation could turn into social dynamite if inflation 
cannot be stopped, Sezgin stated that this was the reason that they had 
prepared a budget and an economic plan that would bring the inflation 
rate down to below the 50-percent level. 


Criticiaems 


Setting forth the views of the Senate's JP Group, Afyon Senator Kasin 
Karaagaclioglu maintained that the c problems currently being ex- 
perienced are the work of the [em RPP government. He also said 
that the inflation rate has reached three figures during the past three 
years. Maintaining that the budget is adequate to combat inflation, 
Senator Karaagaclioglu stated that, in addition to support for the JP 
government in order for its economic measures to reach success, a rea- 
sonable time period will have to be allowed before economic and politi- 
cal results are swen. 


Paradise for Tax Evaders 


Konya RPP Senator Erdogan Dakkalbasi, speaking for his group in the 
Senate, said that the means selected in order to rescue the economy will 














"It's euch a gamble that, at the end, whether it resulte in gain or lose, 
soever to those on fixed and limited 






Increase in Exploitation 


National Unity Group Chairman Pahri Osdilek, speaking for hie group, eaid 

that “After these decisions by the government, the IMF and the World Bank, 

magnanimously opening the channele of credit, will even further increase 

their exploitation through dependence-promoting credits and interest." 

Osdilek aleo called for permission to be refused for America to wee the 
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ANNUAL SIRNAK COAL PRODUCTION DOWN 
Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 1 Feb 80 p 35 


Grex] Sirnak: While a coal shortage is being experien over a large 
portion of the nation, it has been reported that 150,000 /metric/ tons 
of coal ie sitting waiting for distribution at the Sirnak coal mine, . 
which supplies the fuel coal requirements of Bastern and Southeastern 
Anatolia. 


It has been revealed that the Sirnak mine, one of the approximately 300 
coal mines which have been nationalised, possesses 200 years worth of 
coal reserves, but that the mine's output has fallen by over 50 percent 
following the conversion to state ownership. Officials have stated that, 
if the bottlenecks in production and distribution continue, the region 
could find itself without any coal in 1981. 


I Sahin, the governor of Siirt province, has stated that 5,504 
metric/ tons of coal are being produced during the four days per week 
in which the mine is operated, and that this coal is being shipped to 
the various provinces of the region. The governor aleo reported that the 
shipping is carried out under the supervision of gendarmes, and that 
there is thus no question of any undue pressure being exerted. 


Political Reasons 


Sirmak District Administrator Hasan Bagci has reported that "For political 
reasons, the distribution of the coal was assigned during the previous 
administration to an office established in the district of Cizre, some 

40 kilometers from Sirnak." He also stated that "Although the coal is 
produced in the Sirnak district, the sales distribution office for 
the coal was in Cizre, the home territory of /fo Public Works Minis- 
ter Serafettin Elci, during the term of the administration. This 
state of affairs gave rise to a number of irregularities and occasioned 
unjustifiable profits; it also brought about the rise of the black market 
in a more virulent form." 
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District Administrator Bagoi revealed that, despite the nationalisation 
of the mines, the state has been unable to extract coal by relying on its 
own resources, and that one contract awarded to a private contractor has 


been cancelled as a result of the contractor's resources being insuffi-e 
cient as well. 


Nationalisation Causes Production Drop 


TKI /Turkish Coal Works Directorate Genera}/ Southeastern Mines Managing 
Director Ekber Topal has said that "The process which the RPP government 
carried out under the name of nationalisation consisted merely of placing 
coal distribution under state control.” He spoke as follows: "Such 
‘nationalization’ is encountered in no other nation in the world. Thies 
policy has greatly undermined the nation's economy, causing coal produc- 
tion to drop and enabling a great many shady practices to come about." 


The managing director revealed that a production level of 350,000 Laat ris] 
tons per year had been reached in 1978, prior to the state —— 

that output had fallen to 130,000 tons following the nationalisati 
ried_out in 1979; he aleo reported that the daily production level 

sant, which should be at a level of 7.5 tons, has been between 500 kilos 
and 1 ton. Stating that the region's coal needs could be completely met 
if normal production were resumed in the mines, TKI Southeastern Mines 
Managing Director Exber Topal said that 150,000 tone of coal are currently 
awaiting distribution, and that, if measures set forth by the Ministry of 
Mergy and Natural Resources are implemented soon, very significant in- 
creases in coal production will result. 
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BRIEFS 


ARMS, AMMUNITION CONTROL--Ankara (ANATOLIAN AGENCY)--The Council of Ministers 
has decided that certain Turkish Armed Forces munitions will be controlled. 
In accordance with the Council of Ministers decision published in yester- 
day's RESMI GAZETE, control will begin as of 1980 of all calibers and 
modele of pisto.s; all calibers and models of infantry rifles; light and 
heovy machine guns; all calibers and models of rifled and smooth bore mor- 
tars; all calibers and models of rifled and smooth bore artillery; bullets, 
shells, cartridges and explosives; all parts of the named weapons and a1} 
bullets, shells and cartridges and their parts used in these weapons; a11 
explosives which might be used in the construction of booby traps or the 
manufacture of bombs and all parts related to them such as fuses, capsules 
and ee devices. [Text] [Istanbul CUMHURTIYET in Turkish 26 Jan 80 
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WESTERN EUROPE SERIAL REPORTS 





WEST EUROPE REPORT 
WEST EUROPE REPORT: Science and Technology 


WORLDWIDE SERIAL REPORTS 


WORLDWIDE REPORT: Environmental Quality 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Epidemiology 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Law of the Sea 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Nuclear Development and Proliferation 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Telecommunications Policy, Research and Development 
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